

HizboUah: No help on Israelis 

BEIRUT (AQ — Hidx>llah (Party of God) Tuesday it wiH oot. 
nie^ any U.S. team sent to detacndne the bte of missing Ismli 
servicemen in Lebanon. The Iranian-backed eroop dut hohu two of 
the six miwang Israelis said in a statement the United States’ 
unwavern^ snraort of Israel made it ’^unqualified to play any 
numanitanan role.’' TTie United States “has mraodically undertaken 
to provide cover to Israd's zepeated aggresaon ai^ massacres agaiiost 
the Lebanese people," the statement said. It came in teqioase to U.S. 
Secretaiy of State Warren Christopher’s announcement in Damascus 
on Sunday that Syrian {Resident Huia A1 As^ had promised to be^ 
^lem nne the fote of the misstng Israelis, hfr. Christopher, who is 
tiyiog to break a deadlock in die Syriaa-Israeli track of the Middle 
peace negotiations, called Mr. Assad’s pledge an ’’importut 
humanitarian gesture," in the peace negotiations. U.S. o^ab 
travelling whh^. Christopher nave said Mr. Assad has agreed to 

a a U.S. oongre^oual team make a fact-finding tr^ to Syria and 
non. to detennine tiie fate of the Israeli servicemen. 
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House today takes confidence vote on government 


By Ayraan A1 Safedi 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Lower 
House of Parliament is today 
ejqiected to end its discussion 
of a vote of confidence in the 
Cabinet of Prime Minister 
Abdul Saiam A1 MajaD until IS 
deputies scheduled to take the 
floor before the government 
presents its response and a 
vote is taken. 

Deputies and observers say 
the Cabinet will leave die ses- 
sion with a humble victory as 
no more than 47 deputies are 
‘ejqiected to give it a vote of 
ctmfidence. Twenty-five to 28 
deputies are expected to with- 
hold confidence; the rest of the 
80 parliamentarians are ex- 
pected to abstain. 

Nineteen deputies delivered 
speedies Tue^y, the third 
day of the marathon session 
during which many of the 60 
duties who spoke severely 
cntidsed the government ixa 
its “undemocratic” record 
while others praised it as an 
able cabinet worthy of the 
House’s confidence. 

”T1ie government got a taste 
of what It means to work when 
the Hoose is sitting,” said one 
depu^ at the ena of the ses- 

Major bridge built 
across River Tigris 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
has finished building a two- 
level bridge over foe Tigris 
River in Bagdad, the first of 
its kind in the region, official 
newspapers said here Tuesday. 
The “Leader’s Bridge," 400 
meoes long and 20 metres 
wide, was described as a “chal- 
lenge" to the U.N. embargo 
imposed on Iraq after its inva- 
sion of Kuwait in August 1990. 

Sudan, Egypt to 
exchange detainees 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Sudan and Egypt have agreed 
on an exchange of detainees, 
Sudanese Foreign Minister 
Hussein Suleiman Abu ' Salih 
said here Tuesday. He told a 


weekly press briefing that the 
five Sudanese being held by 
Egypt would be need and 


flown to Sudan on Thursday, 
while the four Egyptians held 
in Sudan would be repatriated 
foe same day. Mr. Abu Salih 
did not identify the detainees 
or say when or why they were 
arrested. He expresse'd the 
hope that the move would 
serve as a stimuJant for impro- 
ving bilateral ties 

Bonn warns citizens 
of Algeria travel 

BO^ (AP) — The Foreign 
ministry on Monday warned 
Germans not to travel to 
Algeria unless absolutely 
necessary. The ministry in a 
statement said the security 
sitaatioa in Algeria had 
seriouslv worsened* and that 
since the beginning of the 
month “violent acts by Islamic 
fundamentalists are being 
aimed at foreigners." Those 
absolutelv needing to travel to 
‘Algeria snould be fully aware 
of the security' risks, the state- 
ment said. 

Aspin sees war with, 
nuclear arms 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The United States must be 
prepared to cope with a future 
war in which Iraq would have 
nuclear weapons. Defence 
Secretary Les Asptn said here 
Tuesday'. Washington has had 
to adapt its nuclear non-prolif- 
eration policy in the post-cold 
war world to take account of 
states which manage to 
acquire nuclear weapons, Mr. 
Aspin said. U.S. troops could 
find themselves “fightin^a De- 
sert Storm-type of war with the 
opponent actually having a 
handful of nuclear weapons," 
Mr. Aspin said in a speech to 
foe National Academy of Sa- 
ences. He said foe new policy 
“doesn’t apply particulariy to 
North Korea’, but certainly 
North Korea would be an ex- 
ample." Washington has said it 
is reviewing its options in 
South Korea amid fears that 
North Korea is developing a 
nuclear weapon, or may even 
have one already, after reftis- : 
Ing for nine rndhths to allow 
intemationul inspections of its 
nuclear facilities. 


sion, whidi saw the govezn- 
ment subjected to the hardest 
criticism over hs dissolution of 
the 11th Parliament, chanmg 
the Election Law, in- 

terference in the Nov. 8 elec- 
tions and imdeoaocratic and 
unconstitutional practices. 

Leftists, Is lamis ts and cen- 
trist deputies also castigated 
the government for rilegedly 
exercising favouritism in mling 
senior public positions, show^ 
ing disrespect for foe House 
and “dictatorial" style of gov- 
erning. 

The government came under 
fire for “breaJdng the norm 
and traditions'" by not res- 
igning after the elections, fail-, 
ing to consult deputies over 
last week’s mmistenal dianges 
and allegedly using its power to 
favour representatives of one 
par^, A1 Ahd, in ^^inting 
governors, general oirectors 
and other senior officials. 

Deputies also clait:^ that 
only A1 Ahd is represented in 
the Cabinet in which no other 
shades of the political spec- 
trum have no presence. 

“We demand that this gov- 
ernment res^ because it mil 
not be able to face foe chal- 
laoges,” said Deputy Samir 
Hwashneh (Karak). 



anothCT individnal. 

Islamic Action Front (lAF) 
deputies attacked the govern- 
ment for participating in foe 
peace process with Israel and 
demanded that foe country 
withdraw from IL 

Tbey criticised the informa- 
tion po^, which, they said, is 
promotine peace wifo Isr^ 


The Lower House of Parliament in session Tuesday 


Referring to the Cabinet’s 
dissolution of the 11th Parlia- 
ment, Mr. ^abashneh, a lef- 
tist, asserted the government's 
practices demonstrated the 
easiness with which it could 
reverse foe democratic pro- 
cess. 

“lliis government believes 
in electric foerapy which stuns 
but does not loll and leave foe 
shocked person livingin fear,” 
said Deputy Abdnl Raonf Al 
Rawabd^ (Irbid) in a speech, 


■foil of criticism of the Calrioet. 

Nfr. Rawabdefa, president of 
foe eight-member Jordan 
Nations Ffont (INF) bUto, 
echoed other deputies in 
saying foe iotroduenoa of the 
one-person, one-vote formula 
into the Election Law streng- 
thened tribalism and sectarian- 
ism in the conntzy and deli- 
vered a severe blow to national 
unity. 

National unity has also been 
weakened by favouritism. 


Moves are under way 
for Israel-PLO su mmi t 

By Lands K. Andoid I ^ . 

Jordan Tunes Staff Rt^rter CrBZ£l OIIICIBIS 10 Stfly 


By T.aniis K. Andoid 
Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) is seeking a meeting 
next week between Palesti- 
nian leader Yasser Arafat 
and Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin to overcome 
obstacles impetfing the imple- 
mentation 01 a historic accord 
signed in Washington three 
months ago. 

Palestinian officials in Am- 
man and Tunis smd that con- 
tacts were underway to en- 
sure a Palestinian-Israeli 
summit on Dec. 12, a day 
prior to the agreed upon date 
for the begitming of Israeli 
troop witharawalfiomGaza 
and Jericho. 

They said that Israel 
seemed interested in such a 
meeting as it became clear 
that the Cairo negotiations 
were leading nowhere. 

’’The negotiations have be- 
come futile. The sticking 
points are very serious and 
require top-level political de- 
cisions on both sides.” said 
one PLO official in Tunis. 

The venue of the Israeli^ 
Palestinian summit has not 
been decided but some 
Palestinian officials did not 
rule out that Mr. Rabin mi^t 
go to Tunis, the base of foe 
^O, to meet Mr. Arafat. 

The PLO leader has urged 
the U.S. to intervene to 
pressure Israel to abide by 
the agreed upon withdrawal 


The PALESTINE Liberation Organisation <PLO) hb decide 
to keep major administrative officials in their posts in the Gaza 
Strip instead of appointing new personnel. 

PLO officials told foe Jordan Times that foe dedsibn took into 
consideration the fact that the heads of the various administrative 
departments have the needed expertise and the political creden- 
tials. 

"They are qualified and have political credibilit}'. There is no 
doubt about their nationalism," said a PLO official contacted in 
Tunis. 

But the other reasons behind the dedsion-seem to be political, 
in the sense that the PLO is racing aeains time to prove its 
preparedness and that it is tiying to avoid foe resentment of local 
administration offidals. 

“A shakeup of foe existing system will not be wise. Other than 
chat we do not want them to feel that they are being invaded and 
' redaced by political appointees in Tunis.” said the offidai. 

I The decision was made after extensive consultations with 
Palestinian leaders in ihe occupied territories. 


date, but Palestinian offidals 
said tiiat U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher 
supported Mr. Rabin’s posi- 
tion during his meeting wifo 
Mr. Arafat in Amman on 
Monday. 

Mr. Christopher and Mr. 
Arafat will hold another 
round of talks in Tunis on 
Friday. 

What Mr. Christopher 
might deliver to help ease the 
rising tensions are assurances 
by Mr. Rabin concerning me- 
asures to curb Israeli settlers’ 
attadcs on Palestinians. 

Mr. Arafat, according to 
bis aides, sought such assur- 
ances during his meeting with 
Mr- Christopher. The PLO 


leader was said to be infuri- 
ated by doubts expressed by 
Israel and some Western gov- 
emments about foe PLO's 
ability to maintain order fol- 
lowine the expected Israeli 
vrifodruwal. 

Arafat is aimoyed by foe 
way he is pressured to main- 
tain order even prior to the 
transfer of power while there 
are no similar pressures on 
Rabin to do so now with the 
rsraeli settlers,” said a Fateh 
offidai in Tunis. 

Mr, Arafat has come under 
fire by many Palestinians for 
condemning attacks by 
Palestinians against Israeli 

(Continued on page 10) 


Self-rule remains stalled 
on Jericho and crossings 


CAIRO (Agendes) — The 
Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) autonomy 
negotiations are s^ blocked 
on Jericho and foe control of 
crossing points into Jordan and 
Egypt as foe deadline for 
agreement looms, the chief 
Palestinian negotiator said 
Tuesday. 

Nabif Shaath said the nego- 
tiatioDS would resume 
Wednesday in Cairo and the 
Egj^an town of El Arisfa in 
the Sinai desert after a one-day 
break. 

Under the autonomy accord 
signed Sept. 13, the Israeli 
army is to start pulling out of 
Gaza and Jericho next Mon- 
day. But with foe negotiations 
stmliag on key issues, laraeli 
Prime Afinister Yithzak Rabin 
has said foe withdrawal was 
likely to be delayed by one or 
two weeks. 

De^ite the blockage on 
crossiDg points and the amount 
of lana around the West Bank 
town of Jericho to be handed 
over for Palestinian self-rule, 
Dr. Shaath reported progress 
on foe issue of Jewish settle- 
ments in the Gaza Strip. 


‘The Israelis are reducing 
their claims concerm’ng settle- 
ments," he told AFP without 
elaborating. 

Israel has said it wants to 
hold onto 10 per cent of the 
360 square kuometres winch 
make up Gaza, whereas foe 
PLO agrees to a maximum of 
five per cent for foe settle- 
ments. 

Dr. Shaath said PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat mav meet 
Mr. Rabin in Cairo wifoin the 
next week, but it was “not yet 
confirmed." 

The latest round of negotia- 
tions resumed on Sunday and 
are scheduled to run until 
Thutsday. 

Negotiations have stalled 
over ix>nndaries for Jericho, 
security for setUeis, and con- 
trol over crossing points be- 
tween Egypt and as well 
as between Jordan and 
Jericho. 

But the PLO has reported 
mogress on foe relet^ of 
naestiziian prisoners. 

The two delemtion leaders 
at the Israeli-PaTestinian talte 
on autonomy, namely Dr. 
Shaath and Aninon Sfaanak for ' 


Israel, would exchange docu- 
ments for a preliminary foaft 
coniamizig toe views of each 
side on the issues now under 
discusrion. 

A source confirmed that the 
present round of negotiations 
was beinp prolonged until 
Thursday in a bid to clinch an 
agreement whidi would allow 
Israeli troops to start with- 
drawing from the G^ Stri^ 
and Jericho on foe sdieduled 
date of Dec. 13. 

Israel aiiqieais increasingly 
to favour postponing foe wih- 
drawal in view of conent vio- 
lence in the occupied territor- 
ies. Even the' Palestinians, who 
said Monday the imgptiators 
are “working against time" to 
keep to foe Dec. 13 deadline, 
are privately mentioning the 
possibility of a postponement. 

In Bonn, Mr. Arafat said 
any delay in implementing the 
seff-rule accord would hurt foe 
credibUity of foe hfiddle East 
peace process. 

Mr. Arafat told reporters in 
Germany he could not imagine 


(Coirtinaed on page 10) 


nepotism and discrirmnation 
among citizens, many d^nties 
said, demazKimg foat atizens 
be treated equ^y. 

In addition to demands that 
such practises and, Mr. 
Rawabdeb insisted that the 
govemmezrt e:q>lam why. as he 
claimed, it is restricting the use 
of a $12 million trade protocol 
with &aq to two moividuals 
and planning to sell its shares 
in a national company to 


requiremen& of the era of nor- 
malisatioD of relations with 
brael. 

The front deputies accused 
the government of itiegular- 
ities during the Nov. 8 elec- 
tions, saying the Cabinet work- 
ed to foserrat lAF candidates 
and reduce their chances of 
winning the polls. 

They said the government 
did not respond to His Majesty 
King Hussein’s orders that the 
elections be fiur and honest. 

‘The elections were any 
thm but honest,” said lAr 
Ta^h DepnW Abdullah A1 
Akaileh. 

Dr. Akaileh said the govern- 
ment nsed hs employees and 
power to promote certain 
candidates and intimidate vo- 
ters not to vote to others while 
Irbid lAF deputy Abdul 
Rahim A1 Okour inmeated the 


fiovernment distributed leaflets 
mat attacked the front’s candi- 
dates. 

“I have erideoce that the 
government distributed these 
leaflets,*' Mafraq Deputy 
Abdul Karim A1 Duehau said 
in a speech that included the 
strongest attack on the govem- 
menrs policy, record and 
mmnbeis. 

Claiming that former Depu- 
ty Leith Shbeilat was impli- 
cated in a ’’fabricated” setfition 
plot because of bis strong 
opposidon to foe government 
l^t year, Mr. Dugt^ said fear 
would not stop him from 
opposing the government be- 
cause “ti^ is a national duty.” 

‘This* govemmmit (repre- 
sents) a coup d'etat on demo- 
crat,” said Mr. Dughmr, who 
claimed the government's 
practices were undemocratic, 
unconstitutional and lacking in 
leqiect for the people and me^ 
representatives. 

Ma’an Deputy Awad 
Khleifat said the gpven u pent 
fell short of the petite's ex- 
pectations because it is neither 
a political nor a technocratic 
govemme&L 

The government also came 
under attadc for raising the 
salaries of ministers at a time 


when, said Mr. Dugjhmi, Mr. 
Akaileh and other deputies, 
the raises foould have gone to 
civil servants whose standards 
of Irving continne to fall. 

Balqa Deputy Hashem Dab- 
bas was among deputies who 
indicate support for foe gov- 
ernment and defended its re- 
cord in handling foe elections 
and praised its ability to 
govern. 

“The elections were honest 
and fair,.” said Mr. Dabbas. 

Mr. Dabbas and otiier de- 
puties endorsed Jordan’s parti- 
cipation in the peace process, 
provided it proiraces a just and 
comprehensive settlement to 
the Arab-Isxaeli conflict. 

Deputies demanded that 
Jordan seek better relations 
with other Arab conntries, 
with many calling for an end to 
the sanctions against Iraq and 
continued support for the 
Palestinian people. 

The problems of poverty and 
unemployment were raisra by 
many deputies who warned 
that poverty is qneadmg and 
demanded the government 
find immediate solntioos to 
these problems. They deman- 
ded tiiat subsidies be not lifted 
from basic goods and no new 
taxes introduced. 


Gaza sheikh killed; trouble in Hebron 


GAZA OTY, Occupied Gaza 
Strip (Agencies) — Masked 
ass^ants shot oead a Mnshm 
cleric. Sheikh Khaled ^al- 
lab. in the Rimal district of 
Gaza Qw. Tuesday, Palesti- 
nians said.. 

The attacked *Bu]nst into the " 
45-year-old sheikh’s pastry 
. shop tmd shot h^ at 
point blaiik range'. 

The killing was universally 
condemned by Palestinian 
groups, izKJuding Palestine Id- 
beratioD Organisation ^LO) 
leader 'Yasser Araiafs Fateo 
faction and foe Islamic Reast- 
ance Movement (I^amaO • 
They pledged to bunt for the 
kniers. 

Sheikh Saqallah, regarded as 
close to Fateo, had Jailed 
several times by the Lxaeli 
I authorities doling foe 1970s. 
Several Fateh officials have 
been killed by masked gunmen 
in the Gaza Strq) since the 
PLO-Israe) antonomy accord 
was signed on Sept. 13. 

One of the factkm’s found- 
ers, Assad Saftawi, was killed 
on Oct, 21. 

The killiog of another Fateh 
member, Mohammad Abu 
Sbaaban, on Sept. 21 was be- 
lieved to be an iotenial settling 
of scores. 

The Israeli army has 
arrested 22 su^iected members 
of the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) 
in foe occupied West Bank, 
Palestinian sources said. 

The arrests took place over- 
night Monday in Ramallab, H 
Bireh, Bethlehem, Nablus and 
Hebron. 

The PFLP is strongly 
opposed to foe PLO-Israel 
antonomy accord signed on 
Sept. 13. 

The suspects included Ali 
Jaradac, a researcher at Bir 
Zeit University on the West 
Bank. Gbassao Jarrar, a 
Ramaliab resident released 
from jail three months ago, 
and Ribhi Katamesb. a lawyer ' 
from El Bireh. 

In a joint statement issued in 
Damascos, the PFLP and foe 
Democratic Front for foe Li- 
beration of Palestine (OFLP), 
which is also opposed to the 
autonomy accord, said F^esii- 
nians in foe occupied territor- 
ies needed ’’intemational pro- 
tection” against Jewish settler 
violence. 

They also called for a com- 
plete Israeli withdrawal from 
the occupied territories, and 
warned Mr. Arafat against 
“submissing to Israeli press* 
ure” over Palestinian resist- 
ance to foe settlers. 

Two settlers were shot dead 
by Palestinian near Hebron in 
foe West Bank Monday, in an 
attack ciaimed by Movement 
Hamas. 

Jewish settlers and soldiers 
shot at Palestinians when a 
funeral procession for the two 
settlers was stoned in foe West 
Bank town of Hebron Tues- 
day witnesses said. 

There were no immediate 
reports of casualties. 

The procession of thousands 
turned violent after nightfall as 
mourners passed through the 



A Palestinian passes an Israeli stdffio' taking cover daring a demODStration held in'Ramallafa 
b the occnpled West Bank (AIT photo) 


heart of Hebron canying the 
two coffins to a Jewish cemet- 
ery. Sfaai Bazak, a settler 
^kesman, and witnesses said 
Palestinians stoned foe demon- 
strators as th^ passed. 

Some armed JewUh settlers 
in the crowd and soldiers 
mardiiig the moomeis started 
filing at Palestinian homes. 
Some dianted “slaughter foe 
Arabs” in Arabic and “re- 
venge.” 


Hebron has been the fiasb- 
pomt of the latest violence by 
Jewish and Muslim hardliners 
opposed to the Israel-PLO 
peace accord. 

U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher said Tuesday 
foe United States and Israel 
would redouble Middle East 
peace efforts amid the spiraU- 
mg violence. 

After meeting Israeli Prime 
hflnister Yitzh^ Rabin 


nearly 90 mimites, Mr. Christ- 
<^ber told reporters: “We 
ameed that we would react to 
tms by redonbliog our efforts 
to seek peace, a peace with 
sean^ lor all foe people of 

“This spiraliing violence 
simply must to an end. The 
enemies of the peace process 
are trying to snuff out the hope 
that burns so bri^tiy for peace 
here,” Mr. Christopher said. 


Israel expects Syria talks 
to resume in January 


TEL AVIV (Agencis) — Israel 
said Tuesdav Syria was ready 
ro re.sumc hilute'ral peace talks, 
and U.S. and Israeli offidals 
sugccsted these could gel 
under way in January after u 
four-month gup. 

Lsraeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres, emer^ng from a 
meeting with visiting U.S. 
Secreia'ry of State Wurren 
Cbristopher . said Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez Al Assad had “ex- 
pressed his readinevs lo resume 
the talks." 

But an official Syrisin news- 
paper. the Engiish-kincuage 
Syria Times, repeated on Tues- 
duv Syria'.s po.sition that the 
talks could not resume until 
Israel gave a firm commitment 
to quit the Goiun Heights. 

Ine paper also said Syria 
had rejected an Israeli offer of 
a "four-phase withdrawal" 
from foe Golan in return for 
peace. 

The Syria Times said the 
plan was' turned down during 
Mr. Christopher's visit Sunday 
when he met President Assad. 

“Mr. Christopher heard in 
Damu.scus an open and frank 
rejection of the Israeli ’four- 
pha.se withdrawal in return for 
immediate peace with Syria’ 
plan." the English-language 
daily said. - 

A cimmientary in the news- 
paper gave no ‘details of the 


f ilan. but Damascus ins'isis on a 
ull withdrawal from the 
Goiun. 

State Department spokes- 
man Midiael McCurry called 
the repon preposterous. He 
said the U.S. team had no 
knowledge of unv such four- 
phase plan by. Israel. 

. Mr. Chri.stopher is to make a 
return visit to Damascus on 
Thursday as part of bis Middle 
East tour. 

“Syria could accept schedul- 
ing the coming round of the 
Washington talks only if Mr. 
Christopher brings with him 
concrete and explicit guaran- 
tees of an Israeli withdrawal. " 
said the Syria Times. 

“Otherwise, ail his efforts 
will mean nothing." it warned. 

Israeli Prime Minister ')'it- 
zhak Rabin, who met Mr. 
Christopher Sunday, said the 
Secretary of State was likcK to 
announce a timeMbie later in 
the week for the Syrias-baeli 
• talks stalled since September. 
Asked if thex* would resume 
next month, a U.S. offieiais on 
Mr. Christopher's Middle East 
tour said; "r wouldn’t cuide 
you away from it. but the 
secretary obviouslv has 
another disctLsslon. with’ Assad 
and it'll be jxissible to .sa\ more 
publicly after thai." ' • * 
Svria suspended the talks 
with Israel in WaKhineinn last 


September, saying Israel re- 
used to commit itself to a full 
withdrawal from Goiun. 

A senior Israeli offici.il told 
reporters the aim was co re- 
sume talks between Israel and 
neighbouring Arab states in 
Washington early next year, an 
announcement is expected 
when Mr. Chri.stopher returns 
to Damascus Thursday. 

“The secretary mentioned 
that there is something that cun 
be reached in terms of timing, 
but he will announce it onb 
towards the end of his visit in 
the area." Mr. Rabin said. 

Mr, Rabin said Israel's top 
priorire w'os implementing its 
deal with the Palestine Libera- 
tion Oi^nisaiion (PLO) on 
Palestinian self-rule due to 
start next Monday in the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bunk town 
of Jericho. 

Mr. Peres said he would 
meet PLO Chairman Ynsscr 
Arafat in Sptiin on Thursday 
amid doubts the first Israeli 
troops would withdraw from 
the two occupied areas as sche- 
duled. 

Mr. Christopher said Syria 
planned to help a small O.S. 
congresskmal delegation look 
into the fate of six Israeli ser- 
vicemen missing in Lebanon 
since the 198(ts. - 

(Coofoxued <m page 10} 
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PLO stumbles from revolution to government 


By AMal Azaz Barroiihi' 
Reuter 


— The Palestine Li- 
Oration Organisation 
^PLO), after three decades u 
a reyolutioaaiy movement 
in eale, knows it 
DM tolcbange its ways when it 
taktt control of the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank • 
town of Jericho, due to st^ • 
from Dec. 13. 

,But tranrition is pro- 
' painful. The organisa- 
tion is in turmoil as me old 
Suaid, not least PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat himself, 
i^esists the implications of 
change. 

The challenge is to convert 
the PLO from a ramshackle 
and secretive alliance of com- 
peting polhicai factions and 
guerrilla groi^ into a cohe- 
rent and efficient government 
stafted by techiK>crats and 
vith solid democratic creden- 
tials. 


leacteis from the occupied 
territories, the reformers say. 

“We need to move the 
Palestiman people from the 
era and mentahty of the re- 
volution to the era and men- 


tality of constitutional legi- 
tinu^, to the era of the 


state, to the legitimacy of 
dvU society," said Freih Abu 
Medin. a prominent lawyer 
and Palestmian peace nego- 
tiator from the Gaza Strm. 

But moderate PLO offi- 
cials. those most finnly be- 
hind the PLO-Israel seli-rnle 
t^reement si^ed in Septem- 
ber, say Mr. Arafat’s style of 
leadership is one of the obsta- 
cles. 


Old apparatchiks who base 
their daim to leadership on 
the dai^rs and discomforts 
of the years in eale will have 
to malce way for educated 
qredalists and community 


Because the PLO lived for 
years in the shadow of Arab 
governments, unable to hold 
mass elections and often de- 
tached from Palestinians liv- 
ing under Israeli rule, power 
has been concentrated at the 
top of the organisation. 

• '’Political weight has now 
moved from the PLQ’s head- 
quarters in Tunis to the oocu- 
med territories, and this fact 
has been hard to swallow by 
some PLO leaders for fear of 
losiDg their privileges," a 


senior PLO o'fficial said. 

Mr. Arafat, relying on the 
personal charisma which 
made him the symbol of the 
revolntion, has always 
controlled the PLO 
bureaucracy and decision- 
making process. 

This was crucial when the 
time came for him to rally the 
organisation behind the self- 
rule ^reement with. Israel. 

Palestinians often chal- 
lenged his judgment but. in 
the end they usually let him 
have his way. 

But increasin^y iu recent 
weeks Mr. Ararat has alien-' 
ated senior members of the 
PLO Executive Committee 
continiiizig to handle nego- 
tiations with Israel on detaw 
of self-rule as tiiough the 
PLO was still a one-man 

show. • 

He has maintained the tra- 
ditional secrecy about PLQ 
finances and has planned in 
secret the nomination of the 
Palestinian authority which is 
to take control of the occu- 
pied territorjes. 

Foreign donors and 
Palestinian experts were 

he named bim- 


mayed when 


self chairman of an economic 
coundl set up to channel 
foreim aid to the West Bank 
and Gaza. 

Three prominent repfe- 
sentatives of the three main 
•pLO factions support- 
ing Mr. Arafat — Mahmoud 
Abbas, better known as Abu 
Mazen, from Fateh, Yasser 
Abed-Rabbo from the mod- 
erate mng of the Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP) and Sulei- 
man Najab from the Palesti- 
nian People's Party — told 
Mr: Arafat that time was ripe 
for democratic reforms. 

These three express the 
opinions prevalent among 
mc^rates in the diaspora 
and the occupied territories, 
PLO sources smd. 

Ahmad Qouriea, the Fateh 
Central Commitiee member 
who conducted the secret 
talks with Israel in Norway, 
and Samir Ghushe, PLO Ex- 
ecntive Committee member 
and leader of the Palestine 
Popular Stnig^e Front, have 
been expressing similar 
views, they said. 

Mr. Abbas, who signed the 
peace deal with Israel in 


September as Mr. Arafat 
stood and watched on the 
\^ice House lawn, has 
. avoided airing the debate in 
public. 

Asked about the demands 
for reforms he is associated 
with, he onlj^says: "There is 


no crisis, we express our 
views within the organisa- 
tion. Each of us has his opin- 
ion and of course we are not a 
true copy of each other. We 
are not opponents to publi- 
cise our views outside the 
institution." 

The call for change has also 
came from the occuiued terri- 
tories. Nine leaders, includ- 
ing Faisal Husseini, Hanan 
Ashrawi, Saeb Erckat, Freih 
Abu Medin and Zakaria A I 
Agha came to Tunis eaity in 
December to press the rco 
leadership to introduce 
democratic reforms. 

“We have two neighbours, 
Israel and Jordan, which 
have democratic institutions 
to some extenL The Palesti- 
nian model cannot be less 
democratic or we will face 
serious troubles - when we 
take power," said one of Mr. 
Arafrit’s closest supporters. 

“The challenge for the 
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Yasser Arafet 
leadership now is not to let 
the people down by acting as 
a corrupt and autocratic reg- 
ime but to allow all Palesti- 
nians to participate in build- 
ins the new and emerging 
Pmestinian entity,” a senior 
PLO official said. 

Mr. Arafat has shown he is 
well aware of the current 
running against him but PLO 
reformers say he finds it hard 
to change. 

“The problem with Arafat 
is that when you discuss it 
with him he admits he goes 
too far in the . exercise of 
powers, but the day after, he 
returns to the same prac- 
tices." a PLO leader said. 


British 


inquiry 
to grill 
Thatcher 


LONDON fR) — Former 
Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatofaer takes the stand on 
Wedne^y to explain why sbe 
allowed Ii^ to buOd up its 
arms industry with Bntish 
hefo. 

Lord Justice Scott, headofa 
jtufidal inquity into Britain's 
’Traqgate" a&air, said in a 
statement on Monday that 
bfrs. Thatdier would, appear 
on Wednesdty. 

She will be the first jnenuCT 
past or present to give evi- 
dence in public to such an 
mgnhy. 

Thm' years after sbe res- 
igned, Mis. Thamher, now a 
baiQii», is bdbg called to 
eamlam how and why Britain 
heip^ Iraq rebuild its war 
after the end of the 
Iian-fraq war in 1988 until a 
matter ^ days before the Au- 
gust 1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

At issue is whether Mrs. 
Thatcher knowingly presided 
over the bending of export 
controls on sales of defence 
equipment to Iraq and ^letber 
she midt have misled parlia- 
ment abenat the rules. 

The Scott inouiry has 
already been told Mis. Thatch- 
er was consulted about changes 
to the arms export regulations 
and warned not to halt one sale 
for fear H would jeopardise 
spies. 

Opposition Labour Party 
trade spokesman Robin Cook 
relishea the prospect of Mrs. 
Higher expUimi^ the arms 
sales. 

“The heat is about to be 
turned on Lady Thatdier her- 
self,” Mr. Cow told Reuters 
Monday. **SIie must give some 
straight answers to some 
straight questions.” 

The inqmiy was set up by 
Prime l^nister John Major af- 
ter the acquittal of three Brit- 
ish buanessmen, employed bv 
Iraqi-own^ British madiine 
tool maker Matrix Churchill, 
last November on charges of 
breaching arms sales rules. 

The trial raised the question 
of wfaetoer tiie government 
had connived in arms sales and 
had b^n prepared to jsllow 
innocent men to be jailed 
rather than have iisduplidty 
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1985 — were respected. 

But it has already emerged 
tiiw neglected to mention to 
parliament the guidelines were 
amended at the end of the 
Iran-lraq war in 1988 — draw- 
ing a distinction between- 
*1ethal and non-letbal" ex- 
ports. 

On that baris Britain went 
ahead and sold Iraq tens of 
fflillioas of dollars worth of 
maddne tool and other equip- 
ment, much of viiidi ended up 
in the arms indostty. 

Jiu^ Scott bas shown little 
patience with sraiantics and ' 
recently asked a Defence 
hfinslxy witsiss: “What were 
tiiese madiTne tocris goiim to be 
.used for at a time of war? They 
were not raing to.be used to 
make washiug madhines. They 
were obviously going to be 
used to make armaments given 
the state of the war." 

Mr. Cook said Mis. Thatch- 
er had to ei^ain the morality 
of sending British soldiers to 
fight Iraqi forces armed by 
Britain. 

“What was her role in 
arming a brutal dictator, 
against whom we would later 
mqiect British troops to fight? ' 
Tbe time for dockmg and di- 
ving from questions is over," 
Mr. Cook said. 

bfinisters insist Britain was 
more rigorous than other 
Western allies in limiting what 
went to Baghdad despite the 
disco>^ in 1990 tiiat Britidi 
firms had helped build a gigan- 
tic superaim for Iraq — cap- 
able of Bring shells as for as 
Israel. 

Mudi of the ground of the 
inquiry has alre^ been gone 
over m a paifiameotary inves- 
— into the “supergun” 


5. Thatcher and otiier 

;nior ministers, including her 
locessor l^jor, have aigned 
ubs on aims sales to both 
■an and Iraq — published in 


It found the government had 
bent the intemretation of what 
constituted “lethal" arms ex- 
ports but that the supereun 
almost got to Iraq through a 
series m errors rather than 
conspiracy. 


Palestinian women fear being relegated 


By Khrio Laub 

Tbe Associated Press 


GAZA CITY, Occupied 
Gaza Strip — After comman- 
ding an -undei^und: cell in 
the Palestinian uprising, 
Aysbe Abn Ma^iaseeb is not 
interested in atting at home. 
But sbe’s afraid it may come 
to that. 

During the siz-year revolt 
against Israeli occupation, 
Ii&. Abu Ma^iaseeb stoned 
and firebonnied soldiers, 
smuggled messages from 
Palestme Liberation Orga* 
aisation (PLO) leaders 
abroad and was interrogated 
often by Israeh agents. Sbe 
says tii^ tried to make her 
taUt by threatening rape and 
public faomiliation. 

Many other Palestinian 
women were on ibe front 
fines. Hftv were killed and 
about 3,000 detained. Now 
tiiat Israeli troops are prqiar- 
ing to pull out of the Gaza 
Strip, however, tiiey fear 
they unD be sent back to thdr 
Idtraenes, excluded from 
power in tbe new govem- 
ment. 

“Arab men don’t believe 
wennen dionld be in pi^tiops 
of responsibility,” said hfe. 
Abu Maghaseeb, 30. Her 
farmed b£e was framed by a 
black bead scarf she wears 
relttctantiy to fscqie harass- 
ment by Mndim miKtanfs, 

In tlie Algerian guerrilla 
war gainst die French . in 
l9S4-fQ, “Algoian wranen 
took p!^ in SL parts of the 


revohrtion," she said. “But 
after adtievins indraend: 
enoe, tliOT endra up sitting at 
home. We want to make sure 
this experience will not be 
rneated here in Palestine.” 
There are sgns Palestinian 


self-rule will Break down at 
least some traditional bar- 
riers: 

— Hanan Ashxawi, wbo 
became kno^ in the West as 
the eloquent ^keswoman 
of the Pmestinian cause, has 
bemi named by Yasser Arafat 
as the PLO envoy to 
Washington. 

— Ei^ty-five women have 
joined the new Palestinian 
police force, . along with 
several thousand men, 
althon^ they will handle 
oiily office work and juvenile 
cases. 

— Professional women 
have coxmiled a list of more 
than 1,000 colleagues as 
candidates for important 
jobs. 

“Men have an old boys’ 
network, but women don’t, 
so we are tiyiim to beat foem 
to it this time,” said Zuhrira 
Kamal, leader of the 
women’s federations in tbe 
occupied tenitoiies. 

• • Aiiticipamd invcstmeiit in 
tile Palestinian economy, in- 
duding more than S2 biDion 
in international aid, -is ex- 
pected to create thousands of 
jobs, including many for 
women in manirbcturing and 
offices. 

Only about 30,000 of tiie 
more tiian 900,000 women in 
tiie West Bank and C^za 
work outride the home, most 
of them as factory hands or 
dcunestics. 

Economic investment 
alreai^ has brouj^ rewards 
to a few women. 

Anam TawiI, a 29-year-old 
architect, won a contract 
sought by 21 established 
Gaza firms to design four 
eight-storey apartment 
houses to be imilt m tiie Khan 
Yunis reftigee camp with 


European Community (EC) 
aid. 

Ironically, her design is 
based on mamic beliesthm 
women should be homemak- 
ers and k^ out of sight of 
Strang^. ’There are no win- 
dows fedng eadi other, and 
tite vrindows of the kitchen 
look out over tiie green area 
so the mothers can watch the 
children,” she ^d. 

As she show^ visitors a 
cardboard model of the 
bnildings, Mrs. Tawil’s two- 
month-old son Ahma d b^an 
crying in hfr crib in the next 
room. Her male secretary 
rushed to calm the baby and 
later served lemon juice- to 
the guests. 

The role reversal in Mrs. 
Taw^s office was jarring in 
Gaza, where many women 
many at 14 or 15, usually 
have seven or eight children 
and need their husband’s per- 
mission to leave the house. 

In the shati refiigee camp, 
just a five^nimite anve from 
Mrs. ’TawiTs office but a 
world away, Ibtissam Badri 
Tahan, 33, hoped fife would 
somehow improve under a 
PLO government and that 
she would be able to study 
nursing. 

Her parents took her out of 
school at IS to marry 
Mohammad, then 24, and sfe 
bas bmue him eight duldFen, 
the youngest fonr mnnthK 
old. Sbe works fnm 4 a.m. 
until eveni^ making hum- 
mus sandwidies for the famit 
ly’s small stand, tiien does tbe 
- ^^^cookiiig, cleaning and 

“The house is like a pris- 
on,” she said carefolly, 
watdring her hnfoand across 
the tame for any sign of 


rfisapproval. “I hope my girls 
will have a better life." 

They agreed that their six 
girls should finish high 
sciiMl. 

In the Hank shack, laun^ 
was piled in a bucket waiting 
to be hung and huge pots 
from the sa^widi stand were 
stacked in the sink to be 
washed. 

Mrs. Tahan, a graceful 
women in a paislty robe and 
mustard-coloured head scraf, 
said she had wanted only two 
diildren but that her husband 
inristed they have more. Few 
Palestinian women have ac- 
cess to birth control, and 
both the PLO and Islamic 
groups encourage large fend- 


Ms. Kamal, the women's 
fe^ration leader, is drafdi^ 
legislatiod that woedd guaran- 
tee equal pay and the right of 
women to education, women 
in fectories now are paid only 
one-half to two-tiurds as 
mudi as men doing tbe same 
job and only about 70 per 
emit have attended school. 

She said Mr. Arafat had 
given her no corrunitment, 
and that even if he is sinoere 
about improving women’s 
krt, he wm face o[^x>sttion 
fre^ Muslim grou}». 

“Any kind of compromise 
would be at the expense of 
the women," she said. 

Saud Shawa, a Hamas 
ideologue in Gaza, said Isla- 
mic gronps would tty to block 
any dia^. 

'The career of the women 
is to live h^pily with her 
husband," said Dr. Stowa, a 
veterinarian. “The femily is 
the first fine of protection 
gainst infection mth the 
westeni way of life.” 


Israeli court awards blinded Palestmian record amount 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — A human rights orffl- 
nisation said Monday that the 
S350.000 an Israeli court 
award^ to a Palestinian for 
injuries he sustained when he 
was mistakenly shot by Israeli 
soldiers was unpreceefented. 

Yael Stein, a spokeswoman 
for the Betselem human rights 
organisation, said the amount 
is Ity far the largest since the 
beginning of the Palestinian 
uprising in December 1987. 


that blinded him in 1988, when 
he was 13. 

Ibrahim will collect 
1,055,000 shekels (S3SO,000) 
immediately, as the state de- 
clared at the trial's outset it 
would automatically pay 75 per 
cent of whatever the judge 
-ruled. 


Haifa district court Justice 
Shmuel Berliner awarded 
Ashraf Mahmoud Ibrahim 1.4 
million shekels ($4^.0^) on 
Sunday for gunfire wounds 


The state did not dispute 
that Ibrahim was a bystander 
in the incident 'in Nur Shams 
refugee camp in the West. 
Bank, but it claimed that he 
should have known enough to 
stay indoors during dashes. 


300 metres away just before 
being hit. He was shot in the 
heeo and blinded. He is con- 
fined to a wheelchair and faces 
further physical and mental de- 
terioration. ■ 

Judge Berliner noted Ibra- 
him's youth and the feet that 
he was listed as IQQ per cent 
disabled. 

The highest previous 
amount Ms. Stein knew of was 
a Nazareth district coun judge-; 


It was too early to assess 
how the decision would affect 
future suits, said Joshua 
Schoffman, a lawyer with the 
Assodation for Civil Rights in 
Israel. 


ment one year ago . awarding 
Jamal Kassem Od£ 


Ibrahim was playing near his 
house at the time and said he 
saw a group of soldiers some 


- Jda 161.008 

shekels ($62,000 at the time) 
for injuries he sustained in the 
West Bank town of Tamoun in 
1988. Oda was appealing that 
decisions. Ms. Stem said. 


“The court ruled negligence 
here — that would not be the 
case in all the tens of thousands 
of injuries during the upris- 
ing.” Mr. Schoffman said. He. 
added that the army's admis- 
sion that the shooting was 
accidental also helped the 
case. 

A spokeswoman for the jus- 
tice ministry would not com- 
ment on the impact of the case, 
saying she was “too busy.” 


Foreigners in Algeria 
anxious, but no exodus 



By Mohariunad 

Reuter 



ALGIERS — After two kW- 
ings in four da^, foreigners in 
Algeria are mcreasiz^iy an- 
xious but they have not yet 
started leaving, diplomats and 
businessmen say. 

The foreigners, on news that 
a Spanferd was Idlled on a 
mountain road on Thursday 
and a Russian woman in an 
Algieis market on Sunday, are 
at l^t reconsidering the risks 
of. living in a country where 
thev are now dear targets. 

1^0 one has daimed re^n- 
sibiiity for the killings, or for 
an attack on an Italian shot and 
wounded in Algieis on Sator- 
day . but m organisation ca l ling 
itself the “Armed Islamic 
Group" had advised foreignera 
they would be risking their, 
lives if thev did leave the coun- 
try by tlte end of November. 

“Before the Russian woman 
I comforted myself with doulHs 
— timt maybe this was score 
settling," said a European 
woman. “Now 1 have so more 
doubts." 








“We are all looking at tiie 
three events in the last four 
days and wondering what we 
should do," said one diplomat. 

In the last tiiree months, 
foreigneis have become caugfo 
up in tbe political violence in 
uwefa at least 1,700 Algerians 
have been killed in nearly two 
years. 

The violence began after the 
authorities cancelled an elec- 
tion that the fundamentalist 
Mamie ^vatiOD Front (FIS) 
party was on the verge of win- 
ning. The party was later 
harmed. 


Nine foreigners have been 
killed since S^. 21, wiien two 
French survey^ were kidnap- 
ped and killed. 

A wave of foreigners incUid- 
iim more than 2,S(jO Frendi left 
after three Frendi consular 
workers were kidnapped in 
October. 

Paris and Aimers said tbe 
kidnapping was the work of the 
AnnM Islamic Group, which 
released tbe three with the 
warning for foreigners to get 
out. 


These timt retnain .appev 
nervous but deteniuned.- 
“We sent our familks <nt ia 
late October," said ocie Fort- 
ign oil executive. "At this- 
we don’t have any firm 
piamt for leaving. V oomfitious:. 

get worse ^ 

The execuuve said his fin^s 
had moved some workers to 
the oU fields in southern Alger-^ 
ia, where there isles vwleiiee. 

Those that remain in tiw eapH* 
al are being as unpredictaMc ai i 
possible, moving day Ity day 
from theft. homes. to vanou 

*«««*»- .... .. 

An ai^ne onicial sso be. 
not seat sIgiK foreigneh 
were leaving. “Asde from the 
increase is anxiety, we’ve not 
seen anything," he said. 

“There is no pressure at the 
airport.” 

Another foreign oil com-: 
pany tbar sent, its expatriates 
abroad when the deaalhie ex* 
pired is det^ting whether to 
bring th^ back as phuned, 
one officiai said. . Ai>’’ 

In Paris, airiioe Air France 
flnd carmaker Renault, botii of ' 
which have alre^ sent draeu- . 
fjante home, said tirey-had no- 
plans to puU out their stiff, 
even now that the deadline has 
paired. ■ 

Foreign and Algers ,o& 
ctals called on those still in fha . 
country to be as cautious as ' 
possible. 

71ie‘ German foreign mmfr. 
tty sud it bad taken no- deci- 
sou on lemoving 
and dependants, '^ut .rn view 
of the situatiOD there, tre are 
considering thepossibiUtie$.**a 
spokesman said. 

“Peoirie have been told to 
avoid taking risks'. The-tystem - 
in place is- reliable* to the ex- - 
tent that precautions arc' 
tato," an Algerian mterio^. 
ministry source said oil' 
Monday. 

The authorities would do' . 
whatever possible to protect 
foreigners, be added. 

“A security effort is never 
100 per cent reliable. There is 
no su^ thing in tbe worid,” be 
said, adding that the kilfii^- 
were aimed as sowing panic.' : 

“This is a phase. One should - { ^ 

not be too alarmist. This wiD • tj 
pass." 
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Aid groups try to, 
cope with Kurds 


ZAKHO (A)^ — Humanita- 
rian gron^ in northern Iraq 
are trying to c(^ with an 
unexpectedly high number of 
Kurdish refugees wbo are 
braving mountain snow and 
cold to return from Iran. 

Some of tbe thousands of 
Kurds vdto returned last montii 
said Tehran had given them 
little choice but to leave. 
However, Ira^ Kun^ leader 
Jaial Talabani said his groiq> 
bad encouraged diem to re- 
turn. 

Many were settling tenqior- 
arily near the Tbrk^ bmder 
because they cannot reach 
their snow-bound mountain 
villages. 

“We didn’t expect sudi a 
bi^ number of refug^ fra- 
this winter,” Francesco Ardis- 
son, U.N. officer for nortiiem 
Ira^said. 

'**nerefore, we are execut- 
ing a sort of an mneigency 
programme, giving tents, hea- 
ters, keiorine and blankets to 
returnees, besides food and 
tran^ortation,” bfr. Ardisson 
said. 

He s^ tbe United Nations 
IBgh Commissioner for Re- 
fugee (UNHCR) faced fiinding 
restrictioDs at the present time, 
but planned to rem its budget 

due to tbe pressing atuation. 

“It is difficult, for us to ex- 
tend our funds, but we are 
forced to dftcuss onr bud^t 
beca u s e we also have to give 
shelter material to all the femi- 
lies next spring,” Mr. Ardisson 


3HIBI 


said. 

Meanwhile, be added, the < 

U.N. ChUdren’s Fhnd (UN* . ' 

ICEI^ was hel{^ his owr . 
nisatkm in meetup the adcS- V'y 

tional needs. '•!>“ 

According to Mr. Anfisson, '• 

Care International, whidt is-;^! ''' 
rerooDsS)ieforti)etniiq)orta{ . • . 

refesees from the botderpoint * !•„ ^ 

to meir former hoineto«nB» l^s - • 
reported that 3,240 fsmfiie^.-.. ^ . . 
crossed into Iniql Kwdfth. r;\, ' 
areas in November.- ‘ 

But Caritas-Switzerland - 
uhidi is canning out in ZddiO 
an astistanre premmnw for : i 

fugees from Tnrikcy, cam-: 
plamed abom tire slow ]fece of s;, 

uNHCR vmk. V i 

Held director Eberiiard 
Walde told AFP tiie lefuM . ^ 
were getting help to reach tbeir ' ,, 

villages, but after tb^ goi 
there, no further assistaiire 
was being provided by the- 
U.N. group. 

“We found a ppiro of tiieiB ' $ 
^ accident in Balinoa (on die': ^ 
Twkish bolder) during our 
routine trips... sowebe^n our ; ^ \ 

asristance programme," hef ij 


said, adffing that bis orgBSsattr^y,, 
don was still waiting fru 


Tuspome to a request tiM; 


to to grt spcciui 




fiindii^ tor a joint proj^ •: 
Refogees in Balinda.Wp’ t^.-<'!t. 

ported]^. Walde’schamaw,; 7^^ ? 

tiiey only received hetoft.:.^ *7- - 
transportation from UNHCRV'^^ ^ 
and the other non-govermnsft'^ fb u''. ’ 
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ceni. 
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WEATHER 
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Meteorology. 
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of Showers, and winds* will be north- 
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moderate and seas aim. 
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Jordan Valley IIMI 


AMMAN: 

Dt. Bassini Qaddumi 

Dr. Ah^l Wahab Awad 

Dr. FakhriTaych 

Dr. Yousef Ai Faqih 

Firos pharmacy 

Ferdnws pharmacy 

AI Asema pharmacy 

Noiroukh pharmacy 

AI Salam pharmacy 

Yacouh priarmacy 

Shmeisani pharmacy 

NainMi^ pharmacy' 

Nujitpha^ac) 


648633 

846070 

885880 

756988 

66I9I2 

778336 

637055 

623673 

636730 

644945 

637660 

623672 

847632 


IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad 0<>nb 

AI Quds phamuicy 


Ycsicnby's high icmpcraiurcs: Am- 
man 17, Aqaba22. Humidity rcadinp: . 


ZARQA: 

Dr. A) Dhanui . 
Khalifch pharmacy .. 




901266 

985417 


emergencies 

Rood Control Centre 637III 

CivO Defence Department 66IIII 

Ovil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Ovil Eletenee Emereency |99 

RracucPOiice .... ^621111.637777 
891328 

Midway Police 84^ 

^ffic Police 896390. 

rabfieScGuniypqanniciii 63D32I 

Hold Complaints 

^ Cements 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman MunidpaIrty 

ComplBlnts. 787111 

Telephone information 
(diicacm nssstaeoe) 121 

Ovurscas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Tclishonc 

Rqiw ftaiOl 

AbdaKTdepbonc Repairs 661 10l 

Jordan Teievuion 773111 

RadioJordan 774111 

WmerAwhori^.,. 680100 

Jordan blcctncny Authority .. 81,5615 
Electric Power 

Company 6.36381 


RJ Flight InTormation 08-53200 

Queen Afia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre .... S13813Q2 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn ... 64428|#6 

^ichMatcniiQ. J. Amn, ... 64244l.'2 

Jabal Amman Malemity 642^ 

MBlhs.J. Amman 636140 

i^lcstinc. Shmeisani 664171/4 

Muncisaai HospriaJ 669I3I 

ymvcisihfHfMhal 845845 

^Muasber Hospital 667227/9 

ute Islairuc. Abdan 666127/37 

^Ahli. Al^i 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Mnhajrocn 777101/3 

Al-Bashir.J. Ashrafich 775IMP6 

^yJMarka S9i6ll/is 

Queen Alia Ho^ai 602240/50 

674155 

^itfaGovt. Hoaital ...... (09)983323 

Zaiwa Nationai Hos|Ntal ... 109)900560 

■DU Sma Hoimial (09)^71'* 

M Hikma Moibn Hoqiiul (Oqmom 

IRBID: 

hHWssBasBaHosptal (02)275555 

fh^CaboficHomiiai (021272275 
DuAINafcaHmpnal.. (0^47iQo 


AQABA: 

PruKusk Hava HinpiuiJ |(U)3i4III 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


Rome(AZ) 

Cairo (MS) 

J«Wah(SA) 

Abu Dhabi. Dnha(GF) 

Karachi. Abu Dhabi (PI) 

18:15 Paris. Dam / ACl 

19:45 


tal OTganisatioiK 


Dcp.Aauan 8:01) a.m. even Motoy 

Arr.D aa aw u 5:Wp.Hi.crey M «i h y 

Dcp.Dnaseus 7!30a.ai ewy fesre 
ArT. iiiaan a S.’OOp.&ctRySntfe 


Paris, Damu^cus (AF) 
Beirut (ME) 


QUEEN AUA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


This Momuinm is svpp/ied by Royul 
Jordanian (RJl information depan- 
meni at the Queen Alia International 
Aiifwrt Tel, (OSlSJSk)-.^, ■ ishcre it 
should always be verified. 


departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal 1) 


MARKET PRICES 

L^yierlriiKT priw m a$ fKr hs7 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 


0S:$5.. 
09riW„ 
69:15.. 
»‘J5.. 
16:45 .. 
16:50.. 
17:25.. 
I8.-00.. 
18:10 .. 
18:10.. 
IPJO.. 
Z3.-00.. 
23:10 .. 


Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Jeddata(RJ) 

Lamaea(RJ) 

London (Rj) 

... New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

Istanbul (RJ) 

Brussels. Paris (RJ) 

Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

Frankfun. Vienna (RJ) 

Toronto, Mtmia-ul (RJ) 

Rome(RJ) 

Cairo I RJ) 

Aqaba (RJ) 


Rome(RJ) 

•y If AmsicrUam. New York (RJ) 

J;'* Beriin,Lnihkia(RJ) 

jj-®® ManM(RJ) 

i i® Tunis. Casablanca (RJ ) 

S:r;:~:=:r.<as}K 

(?.itctina, BjiMt^rRJl 

SnM(RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 


05:55 

06:25 

08:15 

Uh25 

11:30 

I2.-00 

UdO 


Beirut. Paris (AF) 

Rumc (AZ) 

Beirut (ME) 

Cairo (MS) 

Saxiaa (lY) 

Jeddah (SU) 

Aim pltabi(GF| 


Abo DbaM, Karachi (PI) 


Apple... 7JOWO 

Banana ^ ^ aOO 

Banana (Mukuinniari 

Beans, 660/SX) 

Cabbuce K0776' 

carrot 2SUI60 

CauhOowtf 2i(k Iff 

ClMiomine' 190/ 

Cueuntbcrs(kni|ia^ -axi/lSO 

Ctic«mters(sB^ 58B7 2N 

EspUm 23OJ100 

tSrlic ‘..SS/'W 

GraP®' 

Gra^ Fruit 



Marrnw(lHige) 

Mairow (stanU) '420/338' 

• M^ukhia - -uo .hKIS 

OlKvs (green) 66tfW 

Orange MW 

Onhmldiy) dta/ffH- 

Oaion(gK-cil) 220Jlff 

Pttppcrihui) 2Bt)/a«l 

Pcp|k;r(swce0 260/300 

rtnaio 

RndWi 

Tonuio 

Spinach saiilN- 


U| 
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IN BRIEF 


Princess Sarvath 
receives Princess 
Shaharian 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her 
It Royal Highness Princess Sar- 
vath A1 Hassan Tuesdav re- 
vived Her Royal Highness 
Priacess Tunku Shaiiarian, 
daughter of the former King of 
Malaysia and Chalroerson of 
the Muslim Women s Welfare 
Council in the Malaysian state 
•of Johor. Princess Shaharian 
inspected several projects run 
by the Young Women’s Mus- 
lim Association (YWMA) 
which is chaired bv Princess 
Sarvath. and praised the assn- 
ciation's performance in the 
area of rehabilitation of the 
handicapped. 

Princess Alia visits 
, DheibetAI 
* ; Jahawsheh 

AMMAN fPetra) — Her 
Royal Highness Princess Alia 
Bint AI Hussein Tuesday vi- 
sited Dheibet A I Jahawsheh 
village in Muwaqqar, southeast 
Amman, where she met with 
local, community leaders and 
listened to their requests. The 
leaders focussed on the lack of 
sonal services. Princess Alia 
also called at the Social De- 
velopment Centre in Muwaq- 

a ar and was briefed bv its 
irector on its activities.' The 
Princess said her visit was 
aimed at encouraging women 
to play an active role in sup- 
porting family income. She 
added that the Rural Women 
Development Society will 
establish a carpet factory in the 
I ^ village and urged women to 
■ join this industry. 


WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 


7Zie following listings are com- 
piled from moa^y buUetui^ 
and the daily Arabic preSs. ~ 
Readers are advised to verify 
the listed time and platx witb 
the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

UNRWA exhibition of 
Palestinian embroidery 
and greeting cards at 
Abdul Hameed Sboman 
Foundation (10:00 a.m.- 
p.m.) 

"ir Art exhibition by artist 
Eddbot Delia at the Royal 
Cnltoral Centre. 

* . ^ 'fr Art exhibition by artist 
Beotr Bewlucznk* at the 
Rqyal Cultiiral Centre. 

•ir Exhibition of prints and 
drawings by Fai^ El Nis^ 
Zeid at Darat Al Fnnnn of 
the Abdnl Hame^ Sboman 
Foundation in Jabal 
Luwdbdeh. Also sfaowii^ 
tile permanent exhibition 
(Saturday-Thnrsday 10:00 
a.m. to 7:00 p-m.) 

^ Plastic art exhibition by a 
number of Iraqi artists at La 
Casa Art GaHery (between 
the 5th and 6th Cirdes). 

•it ExhibitbHi of sewii^ equip- 
ment at the Royal CnHnral 
Centre (11:00 - 7:00 p-in.). 

. Exhilrition of Lebanese pro- 

I ducts at Fhiladdphia Hold. 

"tr Second Jordanian exhibUkm 
of cotton and woollen pro- 
ducts at the World Exhibi- 
tion Hall — University Road 
(11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.) 

■ie Exhibition of paintings by 
artist Khalid Ktareis at the 
French Cultnral Centre. 

illr Exhibition of watercchHin 
by artist Shaher Brmi at the 
Goethe Institute. 

■ir Fbotographic etlulntioii on 
the intifada at Abdul 
Hameed Shmnan Founda- 
tion (8:00 ajm.-4:00 p.m.) 
it Art exhibition by artist Far- 
gbafi Abdd Bafiez at the 
BaDca* Art Gallery in Al 
Fnheis (10:00 a.m.- 8:00 
* p.m.) (Td. 720902). 

ir Plastic art exhibition by 
several Jwdanfon and Iraqi 
artists at the OrfaU Art Gal- 
Imy in Um Uthaina. 

FILMS 

filim entitled “The Enter- 
tainer” at the British 
Couodl at 7:00 p.m. (97 
minutes). 

SPORTS ROUND- 
UP 

it A one-hour programme 
featuring a condensation of 
the most popular games of 
the week witii play-by-play 
anuouncement at the 
y American Centre at 5:00 
p.m. 


Deputies enter 3rd day of debate over vote of confidence 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Uwer 
House of Parliament duties 
Tuesday continued their de- 
bate over a vote of confidence 
for the government of Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Al Ma- 
jali. Excerpts from the State- 
ments of 19 deputies who 
spoke in Tuesday's session 
follow. 



Samir Habasfaneh 
(Karak District) (PDC) 

I start by saying that democra- 
cy is not merely about personal 
freedoms or forming political 
patties but the freedom for the 
whole society and for the 
achievement of social justice 
that would benefit those 
groups who continue to suffer 
as a result of mriust economic 
dedsions that fovour certain 
groups. 

Democracy is building up a 
state of the law and democratic 
institutions which cab reestab- 
lish sodal stability and can deal 
with the causes of poverty and 
unemployment. 

We are facing a major 
national challenge that can be 
dealt with only through a com- 
prehensive vision and pooling 
of all material and manpow'er 
potential and insuring justice 
for all. 

'We are required to deal with 
the challenges facing us objec- 
tively by maintaining control 
over the government’s be- 
haviour. and through legisla- 
tions and appraisal of the gov- 
ernment’s performance. 

We should not remain silent 
over the blunders of the gov- 
ernment and allow it to win the 
confidence of the people at this 
critical stage in our history. 

. We. have to reestablish. Arab 
national wd pan-Arab Islamic 
ideologies on a sdentific and 
responsible basis. We have to 
work towards reestablishing 
close links between the 
nationalist Arabs and the 
Islamists. Indeed, both sides 
have more common grounds 
for agreement than discord. 

Our work in Parliament 
ought to lead us to spread 
awareness among ihe public 
against normalisation of rela- 
tions with the enemy and to 
stand firm in face of the trend 
towards adopting the Western 
style consumarism which is a 
weapon of the neo-colonialists 
who aim at imposing domina- 
tion on the nation and its fu- 
ture. 

To do all this, we .*.re in need 
of support for our ' ork Irom 
the education s\’stei... the un- 


ver^ties. and the youth orga- 
nisations and others. 

Our Parliament should take 
the initiative in forming nation- 
al task forces to maintain links 
• with the nationalists and Islum- 
isi forces throughout the Arab 
World. 

In my view the present gov- 
ernment is not in a position to 
deal with these enormous chal- 
len^s. Indeed throughout its 
penoimance to date the gov- 
ernment has met with failure. 

For instance the present gov- 
ernment dissolved the former 
parliament for no convincing 
reason. This is a retreat fifom 
the course of democracy. 

The government barfed its 
employees from writing in the 
local press, prohibited the 
establishment of forums like 
the Scwialist Thought Forum 
although these can enhance 
democracy. The government 
has also tried to impose control 
bn political party meetings and 
committed numerous mistakes 
which damaged the image of 
democracy, like refusing to in- 
clude deputies in the calJinet — 
A move aimed at marginalising 
the parliament’s role. 

By appointing people in 
posts far from their own spe- 
cialisation. the eovernment has 
acted against the principle of 
pladng the right person in the 
right position and killed its 
own slogan of upholding admi- 
nistrative reform. 

I demand that Jordan have 
its own separate national team 
to conduct talks with Israel. Its 
members should have have 
vast capabilities and efficiency' 
and be eligible to handle such a 
serious issue. We should not 
appear to be running afier 
peace at any price. 



Abdul Raonf ATR^WdUdeh 

(Irbld District) (Jordanian 

National Front — JNF) 

I start by calling on the In- 
formation Minister to instruct 
Jordan Television to forecast 
my full speech or otherwise 
completely ignore it. This is 
because the summaries of the 
deputies' sF>eeches presented 
by Jordan Television so far did 
not reflect their contents and 
meanings. 

When tomorrow the prime 
minister replies to the de- 
puties' speeches his entire 
speech will be broadcast and 
this is his right. But the listen- 
ers and viewers mil be hearing 
replies to subjects they missed 
in the deputies’ speeches. 

I pledge allegiance lo the 
King and appreciate his firm 


stand in the face of challenges 
and his drive to enhance demo- 
cracy. freedom and peoples' 
rights. 

I am bound through strong 
ties of friendship with the 
prime minister that lasted for a 
quarter of a century. I have 
come to realise that he is a very 
efficient administrator ana 
feithfui friend, and I feel grate- 
ful to him for many things. 

Yet out of my responsibilitv 
entrusted to me'by the public 'I 
have no alternative but to 
forget sentiments for a while 
when assessing the govern- 
ment's polides and achieve- 
ments. 

The present government be- 
lieves in electric shock therapy 
which stuns but does not kill 
and keeps the stunned person 
living in' constant horror of the 
thought of a second shock 
whose timing is still unknown. 

Jordan has experienced 
several shocks under this gov- 
ernment and these include: 

1 — The dissolution of the 11th 
House of Parliament. 

2 — The amendment of the 
Election Law and the passing 
of the temporary Election 
Law. 

3 — The call for separating the 
executive from the legislative 
authorities. To i>eddle this 
policy, the government lately 
made several statements to jus- 
tify its action of dedicating the 
executive authority to ruling 
and the legislative autho.ity in 
order to control government 
behaviour. 

Based on this assumption 
deputies can not become 
ministers. But the government 
must have forgotten that the 
Constitution allows deputies to 
be ministers. 

Furthermore the govern- 
ment's organs began to offend 
the deputies* dignity by accus- 
ing them of seeking' ministerial 
fxjrtfolios. alleging that their 
Just had caused ministerial in- 
stability. 

This can only be interpreted 
as a new sword of intimidation 
hanging over the deputies' 
head^s. stifling their voices so 
that they would not be accused 
of seeking ministerial posts. 

We would like the govern- 
ment to show us a democratic 
state where the two authorities 
are absolute];^ separated, ex- 
cept in the United States where 
the president is the head of the 
executive authoriw, 

-presi^t) 

^edWe, 

*hssisted ' by no prime minister 
or cabinet, but secretaries', of 
state appointed by the' presi- 
dent with approval from the 
Congress which also approve 
the api Intment of judges, 
ambassadors and others. 

There could be a separation, 
but it should be accompanied 
by balanced cooperation and 
mutual control. 'That is to say 
that one can be a minister and 
deputy, and at the same time 
should be subject to question- 
ing by Parliament. 

But this government does 
not see cooperation except in 
matters which please it and 
applaud its actions, and for this 
reason it resorts to dissolving 
parliament, unperturbed by 
protests. 

In my view, democracy 


means other things rule of the 
• majority, be it apolitical party 
or a roalition or parties. The 
majority should form a govern- 
ment iraich could be set up 
after due consultations with 
the various blocs. 

Without this practice, the 
people or their representatives 
would be excluded from gov- 
erning. And under the present 
system only those favoured by 
the prime minister or those 
who can protect their own in- 
terests are allowed to rule. 

' Under this system those who 
failed to be elected to Parlia- 
ment try to ensure for them- 
selves ministerial posts by 
trying to 'Win favour with the 
prime minister. 

4 — The formation of the 
present government comprises 
^binet members who hold 
similar views, supporting the 
prime minister, but it ^ for 
T^rom being equitably repre- 
sentative of the nation. 

5 — Appointments in gov- 
.ernment positions reflect the 
' nature of the government's 

structure. These employees are 
of the same colour, afl secre- 
taries general, provindal gov- 
ernors. ambassadors, mana- 

f ers and advisors. They had 
een promised senior posts 
once they expressed loyalty to 
the government. 

6 — On norms and constitu- . 
tional excesses, the govern- 
ment has refused to submit its 
resig^tion after holding the 
elections according to norms. 
It is true that the government 
has the right to stay on. but it is 
equally true that the norms 
ought to be reacted for the 
sake of enhancing democracy. 

7 — On saJaiy increased for 
Cabinet members. We were all 
surprised that the government 
increased the salaries of 
■Cabinet members. Tlie move 
came before the reshuffle so 
that, the outgoing ministers 
would benefit from an increase 
in their pension at a time when 
the government employees fall 
within the low-income categ- 
ory. I call on Parliament to 
reject the increases. 

This government is not eligi- 
ble for a vote of confidence, 
but I delay my vote to allow it 
to prove Its stand and until I 
hear replies to the following 
demands: 

I — That the government 
should submit draft laws on a 
new eleQti$« 

dal;-CQnli^<oveftah$ipiiBcA^ a 
dfaft law on latioiirfo'fentilre 
•fflinirnum wages and end arbit- 
rary dismissals:^ draft law on a 
'^outfa federation n> mobilise 
youth potentials; a draft law pn 
a farmers federation to protect 
fanners interests; and a draft 
law on local government ensur- 
ing municip^ elections. 

2 — That The government 
speed up work by the Senate to 
pass a law allowing for the 
formation of a teachers union 
and a draft law on holding 
officials accountable for their 
earnings. 

3 — Tliat the government 
commit itself to consulting with 
Parliament on political de- 
velopments. 

4 — That the government 
offer Parliament its sodo-eco- 
nomic plan for debate. 

S — 'That the Social Security 


Pre-teen engagement shocks 
child, women rights activists 


By Rana Husseini 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Two weeks ago 
Jordan Television aired a 
news item announcing the 
engagement of the '"youngest 
couple” in Jordan that sent 
shock waves through the 
community and became the 
subject of debate among 
child and woman's rights 
activists and legal cxj'«eris. 

The boy. Alla, is I*, and 
Mariam, his fiancee, s 12. 
The occasion was ce’ ' rated 
wth prayers from th. • oran 
amidst sonorous uli ‘ ns. 

Mariam is one of s .'hil- 
dren: eight girls and ■ ' )oy. 
The family'‘live in ellcr 
camp. 

Her mother, in an inter- 
view with the Jordan Times, 
claims that her brother. 
AIlu's father, in defiiincc of 
another brother, the richer of 
the two. wanted to lay claim 
to Mariam before his brother 
did. 

In an attempt to convince 
her hu.shund. whimi she 
maintains .suffers from men- 
tal illness, against going 
through with the engiige- 
nieni. Mariam's mother 
neuriv hit by him. she siid. 

■‘I have not stopped ery nig 
since the engagement. onl\ 
God can help me." she said. 

.Accusing teles isum of ruin- 
ing the family's reputation in 
the community and causing 
.Murium considerable emhar- 
rassment at school to the 
ptiint where she denies to her 
friends that it wiis she on the 
screen, the mother vowed to 
end Ihe engagement until 
such lime when M:iriain w is 



Alla (111 places an engagement ring on his fiancee Mariam (12) 


old enough to make such 
decisions. 

In the me:inti'me .Mia's p:i- 
rents, who live in the Wihdal 
camp, were over-joyed wuh 
the engagement of ilieir 
eldest son. 

The m I'.lie: id' .Mia add 
the Jordan 1 imes iiei son has 
dropped < :i< id wIkhiI and is 
currentlv uorkoig in a shot.' 
tachirv to cam money to sup- 
port iirs tuiiire biide. 

The vsiriotis groups and 
organisations contacted in 
llie'Jurd.iii 'limes evpress».*d 
ouiiauL and went .is f.ii as 


calling the engagemeni a 
crime against the' richls <»f 
ehildren.' 

The Jorduni.in Women's 
Linion (JWU) called on 
cials to take strict measures 
against violations id riehts ot 
undcni'eed children. 

JWU went further to de- 
mand amending the Civil Sta- 
tus ^iw in oriler to impiise 
restrictions on early engage- 
ments similar to the marriage 
law. 

Furthermore. JWll viid 
broadcasting this event in 
public will encountge weak 


students to initiate the same 
alternative (dropping out of 
school earlv) that Alla cho.se 
and possi&ly end up em- 
ployed in hard labour. 

Farouk Naghawi. the assis- 
tant secreu^ general for leg- 
al affairs of the Ministry of 
Social Development. . in a 
statement to the Jordan 
Times, reiterated the opinion 
that it was an abuse of chil- 
dren's rights and totally un- 
aneptabTe at a time when 
Jordan had only recently 
signed the International 
Treaty on Children's Rights. 

According to Jurdahian 
law. the minimum age for 
marriage is 15. and although 
engagement is not marriage it 
is the first serious step pre- 
ceding marriage. 

Wlien iLsked about his view 
of the television aiveruge. 
Mr. Naghawi said it w'us 
wrong to publicise such 
events and that its effects 
were negtitive on the viewers 
in that such news hroudeusts 
set a wrong example and re- 
flect a {KKir image of Jorda- 
nian Miciely. 

Early engagements arc not 
new in the society, he claims. 
Ciiri> in many parts of the 
country are made lo leave 
school at ii y<iung age to 
become liouscwivcs." Mr. 
Nughavv't said, maintaining 
that the problem is not cn- 
giigemeni itself, but that puiv 
licising this event caused 
jiroblcnis :ind anger. 

The solution, he propiised. 
are educationsd programmes 
to enlighten families on the 
negtinvc effects of cngtige- 
mem and marriage at an e:ir- 
ly age. 




Corporation umbrella be ex- 
panded. 

6 — ' Thar the government 
re-examine the .status of the 
senior public administration 
with a view to serving justice 
and equality. 

7 — That it work out a 
national plan to deal with 
poverty and unemployment. 

8 — That it improve em- 
yees’ salaries. 

' — TTiat it apply the prind- 

pie of equality in upgrading 
districts into ^vernorates. 

10 -- That it commit itself to 
finishing work on the Irbid- 
Amman road. 

11 — That it reform the 
health system in the Irbid gov- 
ernorate. 

12 — That it conduct inves- 
tigations into the controversy 
over the Karameh Dam. 

13 — That the House get 
documented information about 
a JD12 million, trade deal with 
Iraq awarded to two particular 
merchants without the know- 
ledge of the former Minister of 
Ino^try and Trade, and about 
the government int ention to 
sell its share in the JETT Bus 
Company to a particular per- 
son wbo had earlier sold his 
shares in the same company 
and now resides in Jerusalem', 
and about the government in- 
tention to sell AJ Shaab Press 
and Publication to a particular 
buyer. 


VCV, . vSo: 




Fayadh Jarrar 

(Zailu IMstrict) (JNF) 

I demand that the government 
jve prioriiy to the internal 
root; to improve national uni- 
ty in the sense by translat- 
ing that into action; to give the 



uicu waucmcuiA, auu uu icbs, gov 

of jobs in the government and ^ 


in public institutions according ge 

to one standard, a standard foi 

that guarantees ability and the 
required training standard. 

1 demand that the govern- 
ment promote the democratic 
. march led by ICs Majesty Kii^ 
Hussem; sp^ up toe transfer 
of the Cratre for Freedom and 
Democracy protect to the 
Lower House of Parliament; 
concentrate pn increasing plur- 
alism and the spre^ing of the 
democractic pmcfoles at va- 
rious levels in Parliament, 
municipal and village councils. 

I bo^ the government 
abide by its promises, aod 
maintain that it can only secure 
the confidence of this Parlia- 
ment through accomplish- 
ments. 




Mustafa SfandUtat 
(Balqa District) (I) 

A member of the Jordanian 
Communist Party, Dr. 
Shneikat began his a>eech by 
stressing that he had no per- 
sonal grudges arainst any 
members of the Cwinet or its 
premier, but added that it h^ 
to be assessed according to its 
handling of tiie develt^nuents 
at this historic juncture of the 
Kin^om's histoiy. 

He said that the government 
has to be considmd against 
three primary factors: the 
DFOgress of democracy, hand- 
ling of the economy and the 
pnndples ^ding its poUcy on 
tiie Arab-^aeli conmet. 

He said that the government 
of Dr. Majali is to be faulted 
for dissolvnig fee life Fariia- 
ment in wfeat he described as 
“normal circumstances" that 
did not requires fee dissolving 
of the House. 

The controversy, be said, is 
even more profbimd because it 
became apparent that the 
House was dissolved to make 
way for amending the IBection 
Law to a onerpeison, one-vom 
system. 

The raverament’s decision 
to dissolve the former 
House and accord itself a tem- 
porary legislative authority 
without an extraordinary cir- 
cumstance — as was required 
by the Constitution — can only 
indicate ondemocratic tenden- 
cies, disrespect for pariiamen- 
taiy traditions aod expresses 
that fee government wants to 
take control of authority a^ 
avoid the scrutiny of the leg- 
islative authority.” 

He also said that while the 
letter of the Constitution does 
help the .prernTdl" to ^opf the 
Sp&ch from fhe Throne-'as' a 
pvernment policy statemrat, 

' 'is option contramets with the 
neral tendency among 
ordanians to practis democra- 
cy in its true sense. 

He pointed out that the pre- 
mier has purposely chosen to 
point to fee precedent of Prime 
Kfinister Sharif Zeid Ben Shak- 
er in 1991, but that there were 
great differences between the 
two castt since the government 
of Sharif Zeid did not dissolve 
Parliament and did not issue a 
temporaiy election law. 

said he agreed with 


political analysts in one of the 
local papers who pointed out 
that the 1952 Constitution seen 


as democratic and progressive 
was later amended to include 
many articles which were 
add^ during tiie era of martial 
law. 


The govenunent, he said, 
.chose to follow the letter of fee 
amended articles which can 
only indicate feat this govern- 
ment wants to poll us back to 
the era of -martial law and 
extraordinary laws. 

On fee peace process. Dr. 
Shneikat, wbo is not affiliated 
to any of fee five parliamen- 
tary blocs, said that the Arab- 
Israeli conflict is not a regional 
issue but an Arab nationd one. 
'Iherefore, be a^ed, all Arab 
countries have to work 
together to establish a n|^ 
re^ty in fee region uhiHi 
would provide the proper en- 
vironment to create a peace 
..that is not dictated by Amer- 
ican-lsraeli interests. 

He said feat Jordan has to 
commit itself to supporting the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) in reasserting its 
authority over Jerusalem as an 
iiu«»rable part of the occu- 
pied Palestinian land. 

He stressed feat the govern-* 
ment cannot continue to keep 
fee Lower House absent from 
fee progre^ of negotiations on 
the Jor&man-Israeli track. He 
cited news reports of Jordan 
reaching agreement wife Israel 
over fee reopening of Jorda- 
nian banks in the occupied 
PaJestinfan * territories. The 
question that has to be posed, 
he said, is how can there be 
Jordanian supervision of these 
banks when m do not have 
political authority over fee 
areas. He also asked how can a 
cover be provided for the 
Jordanian currency, which re- 
ports said will be the currency 
used in fee occupied territor- 
ies, when millions of dinars 
could seep into tiie territories 
unofficially. 

He also asked whether re- 
its of fee agreement stipu- 
ting feat fee income of the 
- ..new Jordanian banks have to 
be deposited at the Israel Cen- 
tral Bank and wondered 
whether thb did not constitute 
a^ave danger on fee stability 
of the currency whi^, if fee 
reports were true, could be at 
the mercy of the Israeli Central 
Bank. 

On the issue of social justice. 
Dr. Shneikat he was con- 
vinced feat in fee absence of 
social justice whether in in- 
come distribution, the dispar- 
ity of public services from one 
area to nnother in fee King- 
dom, s^gointments and 
t^tributiqiLj^d'ofeer aspects 
ghpve becojn^.so^ migrated. in 
the tystenrof fee country that 
it has caused fee breaking of 
laws and regulations, be<^- 
ii^ a symptom which contra- 
dicts fee priiunples of democra- 
cy, progressiveness and sta- 
bility. 

On the economic social 
level, he said feat fee Rve- 
Year Development Plan has 
been tailored to fit the read- 
justment programme which 
was forced upon fee Kin^om 
by fee Inteznational Mcmetary 
, Fund (^DF). 

That is why, he added, fee 
country is un^le to resolve the 
problem of unemployment or 
poverty. The government's 
commitment to fee letter of fee 
programme's medicine has 
only served.to add to the coun- 

(Continaed on page 5) 
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Under the Patronage of 

H.R.H. Prince Faisal Al-Hussein and H.R.H. Princess ARa AF Faisal 


PROMISE WELFARE SOCIETY 
welcomes you to 



A memorable night that you will not forget.. 


a fabulous evening of Golden Oldies 
live music performed by the international trio 


CHRISTIANNE, EDGAR, AND ANGELO 

/I 

V 

yfM proaiIise 

Tickets are sold at the Promise Welfare Society Center lal. 817723. 


Sunday, Dec 12, 1993 at 8:30 p:m. 

Hotel Intercontinental Jordan New Ballroom 
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Arabs propose worldwide tax 
for environmental protection 


ABU DHAB! (AFP) — Arab 
spates, which control 60 per 
ttnt of ^obal oil rcsien-c^. are 
Propowng a worldwide tax that 
J»Mld raise more than S4 Wl- 
**pn a year to protect the en- 
vironment. 

The kfea is seen as a ••fair” 
allcrnaiive to a proposed 
European Community (EC) 
ener^ tax. which has caused 


alarm in oil-producing states 
on the grounds it woi^ slow 
down demand for crude and 


depress their earnings. 

**There arc several more 
effective and fair alternatives 
to the taxes on oil products." 
Arab states said in their 1993 
joint economic report, pre- 
pared ^ the Organisation of 
Arab Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (QAPEC) and two 
other regiona] organisations. 

**71ie first is the imposition 
of a woiidwide income tax of 
0.25 per cent, which could 
fetch around $4 billion a year 
in the industrial countries and 


S7SU million in developing na- 
tion," the report said. 

*The sum could be usei' to 
clean and protect the environ- 
ment.^' it added. 

It is the latest in a series of 
Arab proposals to persuade 
the 12-nation EC to steer away 
from its planned tax. which the 
Community says is designed to 
protect the environment by 
containing the emission of car- 
bon dioxide. 

But Arab and other oil pro- 
ducers charge the EC's real 
aim is to secure extra revenue 
to tackle domestic budget de- 
ficits. 

Reservations from Britain 
and other EC nations have 
held up enforcement of the 
tax. which will levy $3 on every 
imported barrel of oil. to rise 
to SIO by the year 2000. 

"Imposing taxes on oil pro- 
ducts will not protect the en- 
vironment nor will it curb 
crude imports." said the Arab 


report, part of which was car- 
li^ by the official Kuwaiti 
News Agency (KUNA). "They 
will only achieve large in- 
creases in government re- 
venues in industrial countries 
at the expense of oil pro- 
ducers." 

Gulf Arab states have 
strongly attacked the tax on 
the grounds it would affect 
them most as oil accounts for 
nearly 90 per cent of their 
income. 

Around four million barrels 
per day (b/d) of their oil output 
^oes to the EC. while 2.8 mil- 
lion b/d are exported to Japan 
and two million b/d to the 
United States. 

One of the scenarios on the 
effects of the car|bon tax on 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) states is that it will 
depress their earning by S14 
billion a year, hurting their 
development plans. 

The revenues of GCC states 


Labour situation worsens in Japan 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan's 
economic Planning Agency 
said Tuesday that the oountiy^ 
labour situation was de- 
teriorating, particulariy in the 
manufactuiing seaor, showing 
a further decline in the eco- 
nomy. 

In its December .economic 
report to the cabinet, the agen- 
cy said the economy was "in. 
adjustment phase, and con- 
tinues to be sluggish in general 
due to such factors as the yen's 
appreciation.’' 

However, the agency rave a 
poor diagnoris for the labour 
maricet, saying: "Centering on 
the manufacturing iodust^, 
severeness is seen,” and driv- 
ing home the point that the 
prolonged economic slump was 
hurting enqiloyment. 

The report, based on the 
latest available economic data, 
showed the ratio of job open- 
ings to job seekers, bad steadi- 
ly drmped to 0.67 in October 
— or 67 job openings to every 
100 job seekers. It is the lowest 
level since June 1987. 

The agency did not make 
any reference to a "recovery,” 
a term which has been used in 
..other recent repbi;^. 

The December report failed 
to mention a new package of 
economic stimulus measures 
the ruling coalition has been 
seeking. 


. The package, widely ex- 
pected to indude income tax 
cuts, seemed imminent last Fri- 
day when chief cabinet secret- 
ary Masayoshi Takemura 
ag^d with government policy 
nudeers oo the need to imple- 
ment pump-priming measures. 

Mr. Talumura said Monday 
the government's top priorities 
were to compile a sup- 
plementary budget and ^et 
political reform legislatmn 
through the upper house by Ae 
end of the ^ar. 

Meanwhile, a leading econo- 
mic nevraiaper's survey pub- 
lished Tuesday showed a 
majority of eligible voters 
wanted economic stimulus me- 
asures to be given higher prior- 
ity than political reform. 

The survey, conducted by 
the Nihon Keizai Shimbun 
from Friday to Sunday, found 
that 533 per cent of the te- 
spondents wanted the cabinet 
to gjve priority to stimulative 
measures while 21.1 per cent 
favoured giving political re- 
forms priority. 

The telephone survey co- 
vered 3,000 eligible voters with 
>*^'4-!61.2 |ieir cent response. 

~ -"The j^U found that l!he pub- 
lic approval rate of the Hoso- 
kawa cabinet slipped by 4.9 
percentage points to 64.7 per 
cent compared with the daily's 
previous survey in August, 


while those who disapprove of 
the cabinet rose S.l percentage 
points to 14.9 per cent. 

On monetary issues. Bank of 
Japan Governor Yasushi 
Mieno said Tuesday interest 
rates were suffidentiy low to 
support corporate investment, 
cbe^g speculation of an early 
cut in the bank's offidal dis- 
count rate, now standing at an 
already record low of 13S per 
cent. 

"Current interest rates are at 
a level which can support 
corporate investment." Mr. 
Mieno said in a public address 
at a Tokyo hotel. 

The central bank "continues 
to watch carefully” the ex- 
pected effects of economic sti- 
mulus measures taken so far, 
Mr. Mieno said. 

Mr. Mieuo also called for 
measures to help financial in- 
stitutions write off their bad 
loans. 

He noted a system in the 
United States inverting the 
Qon-perfonning loans into de6t 
securities, saying: “We carmot 
bring the U.S. system im- 
mediately here, but there are 
many aspects we can make 
reference to.” 

Mr. Mieno said the Japanese 
economy was facii^ a pro- 
longed slowdown, with private 
demand yet to provide mate- 
rial signs of a recovery. 


Weak demand reflects the 
depth ^ the inventory adjust- 
ment after the burst of the 
bubble economy in the late 
1980s, along with balance 
sheets adjustment stemoiing 
from lower asset values. 

Mr. Mieno also said declin- 
ing expected growth rates were 
reflected in worsening buisness 
sentiment. 

Id these circumstances, the 
Bank of Japan has made its 
utmost efforts to support the 
economy by lowering the offi- 
cial discount rate by 4.25 per- 
centage points over the past 
few years, Mr. Mieno said. 

Earlier Tuesday, Mr. Mieno 
said the yen bad peaked 
against the dollar. 

Manae Kubota, director 
general of the Economic Plan- 
ning Agency, said the central 
bank governor told a morning 
meeting of economic ministers 
Jhat "the conditions for a 
sharp rise in the yen have 
tapered off.” 

She said Mr. Mieno noted 
that the dollar had been re- 
cently hovering around the 


level of 108 yen, up from bare- 
ly 100 WQ ewier this year, and 
that mis reflected economic 


fundamentals. 

“The U.S. economy is on a 
path of moderate recovery, 
while the Japanese economy 
remains stagnant,” he said. 


Cosea: Romanian economy must be reformed quickly 


LONDON (AFP) — Romania 
must take tough decisions 
within the next six months or 
lose the chance to reform its 
economy, Mircea Cosea, 
Romania's recently appointed 
economic reform coordinator 
said here Tuesday. 

‘*We have wasted too much 
time before getting down to 
serious struct!^ economic re- 


forms," he told the Financial 
Tunes newspaper in an inter- 
view. 

Mr. Cosea, speakine during 
an investment conference 
organised by the Confedera- 
tion of British Industries, said 
he would use the new execu- 
tive powers granted to his eco- 
nomic reform council last 
month “to eliminate loss-mak- 


ing enterprises, speed up priva- 
tisation and liberalise the fore- 
ign exchange market." 

The reluctance of the shaky 
coalition ^vemmeni to allow 
the leu, the Romanian curren- 
cy, to be determined by market 
forces has been a main sticking 
point in long negotiations with 
the International Monetary 
Fund for a new standby agree- 


ment. 

“Without a real exchange 
rate the entire economy is dis- 
torted, leading to degradation 
and deformation,” Mir. Cosea 
said. “But up until now the 
government has feared to act 
because of the social consequ- 
ences of the probable 28 to 30 
per cent devaluation of the leu 
which would result.” 


Asian stock markets 
close mostly higher 


— Bahrain. Kuwait. Oman. 
Qatar. Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates — are 
already under pressure from a 
sharp decline in oil prices. 

Since 1981. their earnings 
have been slashed nearly 
threefold to 570 billion in 1992. 

“Definiiely. .Arab oil and 
gas exports will be hurt by the 
policies of the industriaf na- 
tions.” said ihe Arab report, 
also prepared by the Arab 
Monetary Fund and the Arab 
Fund for Economic and Social 
Development. ‘'Imposing 
taxes on oil products will also 
boost consumption of coal and 
burning of wood, which xvill 
cause further damage to the 
environment." 

It said Arab oil exports 
stood at 38.3 per cent of the 
total world crude exports of 
39.7 million b^d in 1992. while 
natural gas exports accounted 
for 12.1 per cent of the total 
world gas supplies. 


TOKYO (Rl — Most Asian 
markets rose sharpU Tuesday, 
with Hong Kona. Sinaapore. 
Manila and Kuala Lumpur 
shares al! soaring to new hiahs. 
while the dollar was little 

changed in directionless iradc. 

Hone Kong's blue chip Hang 
Sene index closed at a record 
9.7.T6.57. up 126.8S points, or 
1.32 per cent, though profit- 
taking trimmed more than half 
of the early gains, brokers said. 

The inde.x reached an intra- 
dav high of 9.937.36. Thc^pre- 
vious closing high of 9,/33.54 
and intra-day high of 9.S25.5 
were reached on Nov. 15. 

•'The index came down’ 
quickly after hitting the new- 
record' as investors started to 
look at political issues when 
the Hang Seng was getting 
near to TU.OOO." said Prisilia 
Ng. institutional sales at Sun 
Hung Kai Securities. 

Singapore shares were at a 
record as institutions showed 
renewed interest in local 
shares, spurring speculative re- 
tail investment, dealers said. 

The 30-share Straits Times 
industrials index closed at a 
record high of 2.163.54. up 
16.00 points from .Monday's 
close. 

"The undertone is still very 
bullish and prices are likely to 
remain firm today and prob- 
ably tomorrow.” said Anthony 
Lee. a trader at Baring Secur- 
ities. 

In the foreign exchange mar- 
ket. trading was confined 
mostly to position adjustments 
and the dollar closed in Tokvo 


Struggling Ukraine 
raises prices sharply 


KIEV, Ukraine (AP) — 
Ukrainians already suffering 
from 70 per cent monthly infla- 
tion ana a chronic fuel shor- 
tage were dealt another blow 
Monday when the government 
sharply' raised pricn on food, 
energy and transportation. 

Pnees on bread, milk. eggs, 
meat and other staples tripled. 

“I'm still in a state of shock — - 
I don't know what we are going 
to do," said Viktoria Hubsky. 
standiojg in line to buy a litre 
of milk for her two young 
children. The bottle cost more 
than 5,000 Karbovantsy com- 
pared to about 2,000 a day 
earlier. 

The transitional currency, 
which replaced the Russian 
rouble when Ukraine declared 
independence from the Soviet 
Union, is more often called 
simply "coupons." 

The minimum wage has 
been 40.000 coupons, "roughy 
S2. Parliament tripled it last 
week to 120.000 coupons — 
about 54 — but so far the 
increase hasn't filtered down 
into people's paychecks. 

This electriaty prices in ru- 
ral areas shot up' to 50 coupons 
per kilowatt-hour from 20 on 
Sunday. 

In cities, the price rose from 
25 coupons per kilowatt-hour 


on Sunday to as much as 90 on 
Monday. 

Subway and bus tickets were 
increased by five times, to 150 
and 100 coupons respectively. 
Many bus routes already have 
been cut back or stopped 
altogether because of the ener- 
gy crunch. 

Ukraine is still heavily de- 
pendentk for fuel on Russia, 
which has said it begin charg- 
ing world prices in early 1994. 

Ukraine^ government and 
pailiament. dominated by fo^ 
mer communist functionaries, 
have implemented few econo- 
mic refonns in two years of 
independence from ihie Soviet 
Union. 

Analysis said the price hikes 
Monday were another step 
back toward a Soviet-style 
economy. “Ukraine continues 
to head toward a full, adminis-. 
traiive command economy," 
said Veniamin Sikora. an eco- 
nomics professor at the Insti- 
tute of International Relations 
in Kiev. 

Oleksander Duntau. a cen- 
trist parliament member, said 
the move "may lead to a social 
catastrophe." 

“Prices have tripled, yet the 
lack of social programmes will 
make people have angries. The 
people don't believe anyone 
anymore." he said. 
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X>ur vacation budget is tight this year, 
i can afford to fax a picture of ' 
us to Disneyland.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hmi Arnold and MHn AigMen 


I 



Unseiambld these four Jumbles, 
one iener lo each square, to lorm 
four ordinary words. 



Answer 


Yesterday's j 


Now arrange the circled letters lo 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles; BLOAT QUEEN SQUIRM INDIGO 


i Answer What they danced m those days — 
THE MINUET ^ 


Lloyd’s offers £900m 
to ruined members 


at 107.95 yen and 1.7028 
murks, little changed from its 
Monduv New York dosing at 
107.9000 yen and I.7011/I6 
marks. 

"Foreign hanks in particular 
Stan to adjust their positions 
around this time even* year to 
settle their profits anti losses." 
said Masumichi Yasuda. assis- 
tant manager at Bank of Tokyo 
in Tokyo. 

Elsewhere in Asia, Philip- 
pine stocks also ended at new 
highs, buoyed by a rebound in 
other regional markets and 
growing optimism about the 
economy, brokers said. 

The Manila composite index 
jumped 75 points to close at 
2.509. easily surprassiug the 

E revious hisih of 2.467 ret on 
!ov. 3. “ 

The Kuala Lumpur Stock 
Exchange composite index also 
set a new high of 1. 0^.25 
points, up 22. 14 points, or 2.13 
per cent points ^om Monday's 
close. 

Tokyo stocks ended modest- 
ly higher in volatile trade on a 
technical rebound helped by 
short-covering, but the market 
failed to sustain bullishness os 
investors were sidelined to 
await the government's eco- 
nomy-boosting plans. 

The 225-share Nikkei aver- 
age rose 63.il points to 
16.903.49. 

Australian shar^ were up, 
with resources stocks the star 
performers. The Ail Ordinar- 
ies dosed up 30.2 points, or a 
touch under one per cent, at 
2,073.9. 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
Lloyd's insurance market is 
oaring to pay £900 million 
($1.^ oillion) in dama^ to 
membeis hit by massivelosses 
io recent years, Lloyd's Chair- 
man Davi(l Rowland said 
Tue^ay. 

The initial reaction to the 
offer by die few names present 
was hostile. Demand for com- 
pensation totals £3.15 billion. 

The amount offered in com- 
pensation to about 21,000 
members, known as names, 
was in line with the figure 
expected by finandal circles. 

The members have until the 
end of January to decide if they 
will accept the offer. Amicable 
ajgreemenr would avert litiga- 
tion between members 
shouldering the biggest losses 
and the insurance arants whom 
they accuse of oeragence and 
incompetence in the manage- 
ment of funds and risks. 

A Lloyd’s ^kesman said 
chat frmds to pay compensation 
had been raised through a 
committee for errors and omis- 
sions which insures agents 
raainst litigation by names, the 
^ntitd Fund of Lloyd's which 


is based on contribiAkns by 
names, and donattnns ' by 
agents. . .. ... . 

Many names, w)ri ^ tl^ 
entire )iersontl wesKfl* behind ' 
(he morkei. face sewre finan- 
cial difficulties or even run- 
arising from losses of £S.5 bil. 
lion reported by ihc market 
during a Ihree^y^r period. A, 

A record <«r £4.9 l^po ^ 
was reported in 1990, the last 
year forwhiidi re5ailrs^are avail- 
able since results are puMisbed . 
after a three-year delay to 
allow for the setttemeat of 
claims. 

The executive director of 
Uoi^'s Ptetcr MtdcScion, said 
that the sum of £900 miOlon ~ 
was the most that the orgamsa- 
tion could pay now. 

Managers of Lloyd's have 
described the offer as fair and 
equitable and have warned 
nmes that if they rejected it 
and took action in the courts, 
they would forfeit the con- 
tribution from the .Central 
Fund as part of an aniicabltf 
settlement. i 

The names are prevented by 
law from taldnc action against 
Lloyd's and their only recourse 
is against their agents. 


Moscovr approves $4.47 b 
deficit for last quarter 


MOSCOW (R) — The Russian 
government has endorsed a 
budget deficit of 5,5 trillion 
roubles ($4.47 billion) for the 
last quarter of 1993, Finance 
Minister Boris Fyodorov said 
Tuesday. This wo^d produce a 
1993 deficit equal to 10 per 
cent of the gross national pro- 
duct (GI^, he told a Moscow 
news conference. 

Approval of the fourth quar- 
ter deficit had been delayed 
a^r several ministries pro- 
jected increases in pending 


ahead of the Dec. 12 par- 
liamentary elections. It is un- 
dear how the budget will 
accommodate a douMiag of 
minimum wages to the et^va- 
lent of $12 by President Boris 
Yeltsin Monday. 

Few Russianseam the mini- 
mum w.'ige but it is u.sed by the 
government os a base for cucu- 
lacing salaries and other social 
payments and the increase 
means extra government j, 
spending. v. 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 8» 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll fUghler Foundabon 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Tins is the dav for >tm to study 
and consider the wa^ and means 
wfaicb you will be able to 
modernise your personal prop- 
erties. An umexpeaed opportun- 
ity could come your way this 
evening. 

ARIES: (March 21 to 19) 
You now can communicate witn^ 
Uk^ at a distance and let them' 
know your plans where trips or 
seeing them in the future may be 
concerned. 

TAURU& (April 20 to May 20) 
Put on yoor thinking about 

the various private anangements 
that you can make with confiden- 
tial ravisors to get ahead faster 
with your, ambitions. 

GEMINI: (May 2] to June 21) 
Now you have a good day to be a 
gregaiius person and see your 
rmnds and acquaintances and 
make a point to meet persons 
unknown to yon before this. 

MOON CHILDREN; (June 22 to 
July 21) Consider well wimt your 
woridly aims are and what you 
can do to approach them from 
new and untned ways with the 
assistanoe of bigwigs. 

LEO: (Ju^' 22 to August 21) You 
have m m^nration now to g ain 
some farseemg and rea ching new 
aims that appeal to you so go 
after them with courage and wuh 
confidence. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Consider well what vou 
can do that is difEerent that can 


bring yuu into closef nqftort 
with oiic to whom you are lyri- 
cally drawn and tie hapjqr- 
LIBRA: (Seplembqr 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Seek out the most amta- 
tious and dynamic persons wiuch 
whom you nave mty comact and 
. find out wtat they wiD do to be^ 
' you fuithcr your pubhe uas. 
SCORPIO: (October B to 
November 21)Filch into wbattv- 
er tasks you have to do »d die 
new ideas and ways you cm 
think of to increase your opera- 
tive skiU will now he he^M. 

SAGITTARIIIS: (November 22 
to December 2i) 
enragements and appomtinents 
with mate or close compamim to 
go out on the town to new and 
different amix,remeRts ttno.you 
have enjoyed. 

CAPRICORN: 1 December 22 to 
January 20) Think about the 
persons you would like in know 
better and ask than into yopr. 
home as guests so you t^.hie- 
come better aequaiaied with 
them. 

AQUARHIS: (January 21 to 
February 19) You fike to be 
active dari) around seemg as 
many pers on s as possible and 
coming to a new understanding 
with them so use this day- thosly. 

PISCES: (Febniaiy 2b to Mardi 
20) A veiy good luy to comider 
your assets and just what you can 
do to have a greater abtmdam 
to spare in the days ahead so be 
alert to them. 
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UNRWA report 
Welcomes prospects 
for change 


Unit^ Nations Relief and 
works Agency (UNRWA) 
J^mmissioner-General liter 
Turkmen expresses the hope 
that the signing of the Dedara< 
hon of Piindples between the 
Palestme Liberation Organisa- 
hw ^ toel on Sept. 13. 
iwj, manes a turning point in 
ue region and in me West 
Bank and Gaza in particular.** 
In hb pieeace to UNRWA's 
Asnnal Report to the United 
Nations Gmeral Assembly re> 
le^ on OcL 5 in New York. 
Mr. TQikmen says that “the 
significance of tte report 
lies in die fact that it under- 
scores how vital it was to reach 
sud an agreement.” He also 
voices hope that report — 
includes die period be- 
tween 1 July 1992 and 30 June- 
1993 — covers an era which 
has gone forever.*' 

Dnring 1992. more than 45 
per cent of UNRWA funeb 
were devoted to education, 
Turkmen reported. Nearly 

393.000 elementary and prepa- 
ratory pupils were enrolled in 
'tile agency's 641 sdicxils. Ab- 
out 4.500 students received 
trade, techniral and vocation^ 
training in tte agency's eidt 
centres during the year. *ne 
agency took initial steps to 
upgrade the qualifications of 
tenets by r^ladng its ex- 
isting two-year teacher training 
conrses with a four-year um- 
versity-level course. 

Over 20 per cent of agen^ 
expenditnre was on h^th. 
The effectiveness of UN- 
RWA’s primary heal^ care 
services wa s con firmed by a 
recent UNICEF study w&ch 
found that infiuit and diild 
mortality rates among resi- 
dents in refogee camps, most 
of whom receive health care 
from UNRWA, were rignifi- 
cantiy lower than for those 
living in towns and villages in 
the West Bank and Gaza St^. 

Relief and sodal services 
absorbed about 13 per cent of 
fotal agenc/ expenditure dur- 
ing 19^, Mr. TQikmen re- 
ported. By Jnne 1993. 6.5 per 
■^t of the refuge pctpuladon 
agOKy-wide quaiifi^ for spe- . 
aal assistance. Budgetary con- 
straints forced the a^ncy to 
freeze the number of refugee 
temilies receiving spemal 
hardship assistance, induding 
nrgentiy needed shelter rehabi- 
litation, at tiie 1993 spendii^ 
level. As a result of greater 
involvement by local com- 
munities, development prog- 
rammes for needy refujgees, 
especially women and diswled 
people, were expanded during 
the year. 

Curfews, closures and plum- 
meting lo^ incomes meant 
that the demand for emeigen^ 
food aid greatly exceeded the 
amount budgets for the West 
Bank and (Hza Strip. At the 
' end of Mardi 1993. the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip were 
se^ed from Israel. The closore 
cut off some 130,000 Palesti- 
nians from approximately 
S2.7S million per day in wages 
they bad previously earned in 
UNRWA distribated ite 
available stocks of flour fo 

39.000 needy families in the 
West Bank and 120,000 fami- 
lies in Gaza and issued an 
emergency appeal for im- 
ported staples sudi as flour, 
rice and sugar. 

' With many shelters built as 
temporary accommodation in 


the 1950s and 1960s, the bous- 
ing stock in refugee camps has 
deteriorated over the years, 
lai^ly due to financial con- 
straints. The commissioner- 
general said that UNRWA 
estimates that about. 5,000 
shelters of famiiies receivuig 
special hardship assistance in 
the ooenpied territory urgentty 
need major repair or recon- 
struction. Acute housing needs 
also enst in Lebanon, espedal- 
ly for about 6,000 di^laced 
Palestine refugee femifies. The 
agency only had ftfodiiig to 
rehabilitate about 6M shelters 
throughout its area of. opera- 
tions during the year. 
Emergen^ rqiairs were com- 
pleted to about 1.150 shelters. 

The agency's e^rts to assist 
tlie local Palestiniaii economy 
continued to expand doling tiie 
year. Mr. Tuikmen said. By 
tiie end of June 1993, abont 
$3.8 million bad bera dis- 
bursed in loans to' ov^ 180 
small and medinm-sized 


businesses run by Palestim'ans. 
mainly in the west Bank and 


mainly in the west Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 


•Poor environmental health 
comfitions in refugee camps in 
the occupied territory and 
Lebanon represent one of the 
most serious health risks to 
refugees Uving in the camps. 
During tiie year, UNRwA 
estaUish^ a new department 
of environmental imairs in 
Gaza and international consul- 
tants carried out' a detailed 
study on strategic options to 
improve environmental healtii 
in the ei^t camps and adja- 
cent municipalities. In the 
West Bank, the agency con- 
tinued the construction of in- 
temal sewage s^emes in ei^t 
refrffiee camps. In Lebanon, 
UNRWA continu^ its efforts 
to raise some $12 million to 
implement its provisional 1991 
master plan to improve water 
supply and sotid waste man- 
•agement in the camps. 


UNRWA . disbursed $306 
million in its regular and spe- 
cial programmes serving some 
2.8 inillioa-r^?steiedPalestine 
reftigees. durum catendar year 
1992. Expenditure declined 
from $308.1 miUion in '199L 
despite rising demand for ser- 
vices due to natmal pojF^aliogD 
increase and deteriorating' 
sodo-economic conditiojis. At. 
the begim^g of 1993. ‘UN- 
RWA projeoed a substantial 
budget shortfall which forced 
the to take austerii^ 

measures to contain expmi^ 
ture. These 'measures, as well 
as additional contributions 
from some donors, helped to 
reduce the deficit. . 


Mr. Turkmen dianked the 
donor countries for their qxm- 
-taneous offers of finical sup- 
port since the signing of the 
Dedaration of Princes to 
enable UNRWA to meet tiie 
challenges during the initial 
phase of the interim pmod. At 
tiie same time, he pointed out 
tiiat “the need for continued 
assistanoe for the Palestine re- 
frigees in Jordan, Lebanon, 
mid the Syrian Arab Republic 
should not be overlooked.” 
The commissioner-general will 
present bis report to tiie Spe- 
^ Political and Decolonisa- 
tion Committee 61 the U.N. 
General Assembly udiicfa wfll 
consider the woik of UNRWA 
during the third week of 
November. 


Ajloun could be closest race 


(Contioned from page 1) 


hs roembeis into a leading 
position in the polls today. 
Attempts to reach such con- 

■ sensus were said to be under 
' way on Sunday evening. 

**There are conservative 
■voters, especially woinen, 

■ who may vote DeifeUah into 
. parliament,” said one obser- 
ver from Ajloun abont the 

canefidate. 

But the Momani split is by 
no means die great^ or the 
laig^ in the Ajloun district. 
In Kufranjeb, the town with 
the single largest niunber of 
; votes in the district, seven 
' candidates are vying for the 
town's 8,072 votes. One fron- 
trunneT in the race is former 
Deputy Annab. But many 
here complain that Dr. 
Annab (fid not do enou^ for 
tus district and chose vowed 
to back his relative Farouk 
Annab. Three cousins from 
the Freihat clan are also 
vy ing for the votes in Kufran- 
jeh. 

Although All Zgoul the 
only one Muslim candidate 
running in Anjara, be is ex- 
pected to share the town's 
5,715 votes with three Qirist- 
ian candidates. Wadi 
Zuwaideh, Jamal Haddad 
and Majed Haddad. 

IVo candidates from the 
Qudah dan in *Ain Janna, 
^with 3,727 registered voters. 


are also expe^ed to fight out 
a ton^ race with scrnie obser- 
vers believing Ahamd 
Qudah, one of the two canefi- 
ates from the village, gmning 
foe upper hand over &s riv- 
al. 

Two first cousins are nm- 
ning among the eight Qmft- 
ian candi&tes. Mazen A1 
^badi is running against 
Farafa A1 Rabadi to win some 
of their clan's 1,800 votes. 
Former Christian deputy for 
Ajloun Jamal Haddad ' is 
badeed by a sli^tiy analler 
clan. 

Otiier Christian candidates 
such as Najj Maqdasb, Fahim 
Mazahreh and Farah Ayoub 
are all expecting to win dan. 
and other votes in Ajioan. 

**Many of the Quistian 
candidates are protesionals, 
lawyere and dodois, and they 
have done well in foeir itdgh- 
bourboods; Muslims whom 
they served may also vote for 
them and this makes ^edict- 
in| a winner more (fiificolt,'* 
said an observer in Ajloun. 

According to natives of 
Ajloun and election obser-. 
vers in foe district, the fron- 
trnnner in the race for the 
two Muslim seats, are 
Ahmad Qudah, Hassan Sma- 
di, Mohammad Salettn 
Momani, Deifallafa Momani,- 
Ahmad Annab, Abdul Rafan 
A1 Freihat, Mau Frdbat and' 
Jamil Bani Ata. 


Few more snips for next four years: 


Foul play should be preempted; 
Islamist sides with women while 


another wants to sell his house; 
philosophicjal support to cap it aU 


TODAY JORDANIANS 
will head to the poUs--.to 
choose their representa- 
tivi» for the 12^ Ifariia- 
ment. This column will 
therefore cap a series of 
snippets and tidbits ifoout 
campaign '93, which we 
hope readers and candi- 
dates alike have enjoyed, 
with their full sense of 
humour intact. Suited 
Hattab, a columni^ ■ for 
the Al Ra'i Arabic daily 
who is close to the prune' 
minister, revealed to his 
readere yesterday an im- 
portant piece of news. Vo- ' 
ters who have been unable 
to collect their voting 
cards due to foul play by 
some candidates will 'be 
able to vote today if they 
can prove that they had 
initially registered for vot- 
ing and never received the 
needed document, Mr. 
Hattab quoted Dr. Majali 
as saying. Hie columnist 
-was also kind to tell .us tlw 
story behind the . prime 
minister's decirion: **My 
friend. Dr. Abdul Rhh- 
man Mango, is tired of 
running after his lost vote 
and he feels that tiie coip- 
puter people who told him 
to forget about voting 
have deprived him of bis 
most important weapon in 
this eta of democracy, so 
he will continue to look 
for bis vote until he finds 
it. For moral considera- 
tions I will not name- the 
candidate — one of them 
was, a former -deputy^^^ 
another ^rved as a niinis- 
. ter and depu^ — who arc 
facing cases in court over 
this issue. Some are most 
likely going to ask for a 
tribal peace offering after 
one family discovered that 
all their cards have been 
hidden by one of the 
candidates. The prime 
minister has been in- 
formed of these com- 
plaints — -and he has 
already said that those 
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who have not picked up. 
thbir cards or whose cards 
•h&vb been hidden by some 
' candidates., cati vote on 
Nov. . 8 with an official 
proof of identity as long as 
their names appear on vo- 
ter lists." This move , by 
the prime minister has not 
been announced officially, 
as far as our information 
tells us. But it augurs well 
for our elections; An im- 
portant tool of. democracy 
b -being returned by the 
government to the people 
from those who tried to 
steal it. 


ISLAMIC ACTION Front 
candidate Sheikh Abdul 
Munem Abu Taui must be 
•really worried about 
reelection in his Second 
District or else he would 
not have resorted to such 
a dramatic move as to 
advertise the sale of his 
house in Arabic papers. In 
an ad published in local 
dailies ' yesterday. Sheikh 
Abu Zant placed his usual 
“Vote for me" advertise- 
ment, only to find right- 
under it the following ad 
also: "Hurry before it is 
too late. Candidate 


Campaign focused little on real issues 


(ContiDiwd from page 1) 


almost two weeks into the 
le^ period allowed for c^-' ' 
paigning, and by its initial 
hwdling of the PLO-Israel 
d^. 

Wifo the absence of ofoV. 
effective mechanisms of com- 
munications such as teleyir' 
sion, vriiicfa b legally banned 
from promoting any political, 
group or. riling politic cbmir 
merciris, rallies were foe 
venues tfaro^ which the 651 
,can(fidates -in 1989 attacked 
the Intemationri Nfonetaiy 
Fund (IMF)-pTeseribed eco- 
nomic adjustment program- 
me and Inael and d^anded 
more democrat and respect 
for human ri^ts. 

This year, campaigning 
took place mainly through 
banners that hung above 
electricity poles and shops, 
and private visits and meet- 
inp, until the Hij^ier Court 
of Justice revoked tiie ban on 
public rallies on Sept. 28 and 
the campaigns picked iip 
steam. 

After receiving pennission 
to. hold the rallies, indepen- 
dent leftist and Islamist - 
candidates invited their fol- 
lowers to .public meetinp 
that inject^ some life into 
the campaign. 

The mainly 'well-attended 


foe restoration of Pariiammt 
■a the means to end economic 
birdships and stamp out 
dleged jgovernment corrup- 
~ tioili, voters, camdidates a^ 
foe . government -whiefa was 
-cfaaigra with- supervising the 
eleefoms in 1989 contributed 
to a lively dection campaign 
in. wfaidi hard economic and 
political issues, took (NtNuin- 
efice; 

.-.Only 555,398 out of 
' .877,000 voters u4io collected 
their voting cards (out of a 
total of 1.2 motion repstered 
■voters) partidpried in the 
1989 dectiODS but the low 
tbrnoat was attributed, to the 
scejitidsm with whiefa- some 
voters greeted the tiien new 
process. 

Four years after, a higher 
voter turnout b expected, but 
a lower enfouriasm for die 
dections bais riready been 
demonstrated. 

' ■ Itiambr and leftist parties 
hold the government re-* 
qxinsible for tiadr feilure to 
address issats as wdghty as 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (Plp)-Israel 
accord, the Jc^danian-lsiaeli 


t^oda ior peace nemtia- 
tions and the future' <n foe 


tions and the future' of foe 
deihocratic process itself. 

They contend that the gov- 
ernment kept them at bay 
from their constituencies by 
banning public idlies untO 


Self-rule talks resume 


(Condmied fttun page 16) 


liked,” Mr. Ben-An told the 
Associated Press. 


In Cairo on Sunday. Mr. 
Arafat disaisNcd imcrnaiiorial 
financial support for Palesti- 
nian autonomy with U.S. 
Amba.ssador to Egypt Robert 
Pelleireuu. 


‘ llic' talks focussed on the 
result of the first meeting last 
Friday of the ad hoc comnuiice 
grouping donor coumries. al 
the Paris offices of the Wtrrld 
Bank. Mr. Arafat told rctMir-. 


ters. 

The ad hiw Ciimmiitee «as 
set up after 'the signing of the 
PLC^lsrdcli autonomy dciil in 
WiLshingion on Sept.. 1-3. 

The committee : consi:)ts of 
the EC. iheTiuropcan Invest- 
ment Bank. Canada, Japan. 
Unijed Stales. Eg\^. Israel. 
Russia. Saudi Arabia. Jordim. 
Tunisia.' the Gulf C tKtpcrati^m 
Council, the United Nations. 
Palestiniaii representatives, 
and the World Bank — the 
latter actine aN secrclaritiJ. 


rallies, however, were seen to 
have done little to help the 
divided left improve its 
diances at the polls. 

• The 36 Islamic Action 
Front (lAF) candidates told 
supporters at their rallies that 
they were the target of a 
- campai^ rimed at liedudiig 
thdr representatiim at the 
House but their fiery 
speeches are not expected to 
grantee more than 20 of 
foem success in their bid for 
election. 

Ihe new electoral rules are 
likely to work to foe dis- 
advantage of the lAF, vriiich 
can no longer rely on the 
organisational power that 
helped the Muslim Brother- 
fao^, foe core of the lAF, 
cany 23 of its members and 
•• 10 oil its supporters and sym- 
pathisers to the House in 
1989 through striking deris 
and alliances with other 
candidates. 

Obse'rvers say foe uncer- 
tainty about holding the eleo- 
ttois'tbat fofiowed the dgn- 
^ ing of the PLO-Isiael accord 
" led some sectors of society, to 
' question the - automatic cow- 
timiity of the countiy's demo- 
cratic orientation. That too. 
they say, dampened enthu- 
siaan for the campaign. 

Others say the campaign 
did- not have the fervour that 
the 1989 electoral race had 
b^use foe fiery slogus that 
magnetised the public then 
have lost their appeal after 
four years of parliamentary 
practice that left many prom- 
ises unfulfilled. 

Hie Issues themselves are 
different Oris time around, 
observers say. 'Things today 
are cooler than they were 
four years ago," said one 
observer. 

Observers say tiie electo- 
rate is ho longer receptive to 
unrealistic slogans vfolch it 
has learned. Pariiamient can- . 
not deliver. The candidates 
realised the .dianges and thus 
addressed localised yet real 
needs that pertain to the daily 
lives of the citizens. . 

Others insist, however. 


< 
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Sheikh Abu Zant 
announces that he wants 
to sell his bouse to pay his 
debts which he had to 
shoulder (as a result of the 
campaign, presumably). 
The house's features: (1) 
The shortest house op^ 
site Al Hashlamoun Mos- 
que (2) The house is a 
basement located below 
street level." Attractive 
the house is not. but the 
message is powerful. By 
the way. Sheikh Abu Zant 
got the highest percentage 
of votes any candidate 
achieved in 1989 and 


that the absence of major 
poUtical issues from the elec- 
toral race was a direct result 
of foe initially strongly ex- 
pected decision to postpone 
the polls, which was (Mutly 
based on fears foat the elec- 
tion campaign would turn 
into a referendum on foe 
Oslo accord. 

These fears did material- 
ise, however, and the elector- 
ri campaign ended with foe 
peace process in general 
overshadowed by trite about 
services. 

The peace process is airo 
expected to be minimally 
affected by the 12tfa Parlia- 
ment and tiie govenunmit is 
expected to proceed wifo its 
talks wifo Israel wifo less 
noise than it had to listen to 
^m the previous Parlia- 
ment. 

By virtue of its likely^ com- 
position, Che House is ex- 
pected to leave' the govern- 
ment in diarge of its forrign 
policy at what most observers 
describe as a crucial time in 
the history of foe nation. 

The debate foat deputies 
would laundi, observers say, 
would be similar to the one 
that candidates raised in the 
run-up to foe eleixion day. 



appears to be headed for 
an encore this time too. 


■PERHAPS THE only real 
breakthrough in the Nov. 
8' campaign is a column 
published by independent 
Islamist columnist 
Mohammad Sbeihi yteter- 
day. Under the heading 
'^■Men... ensure that 
women reach PariiaT 
ment." Mr. Sbeihi said 
that he attended a meeting 
during which the two Cir- 
cassian candidates for the 
Third District discussed 
their opinions and aired 
their views on the politic- 
al. social, and economic 
issues in Jordan. "1 want 
to say that the two candi- 
dates enjoy very high poli- 
tical maturity and incredi- 
ble abilities for dialogue 
and discussions. Every 
one of them proved that 
she follows current affairs, 
whether political or eco- 
nomic." llie other in- 
credible part in his column 
is: We men have to admit 
that we do not like to see a 
politicised woman in our 
Parliament, especially if 
she enjoys a higher level 
of political maturity and 
ability than the men. We 
have to admit that we hate 
to see women in Parlia- 
ment demanding that the 
Civil Status Law be 
changed because we feel it. 
takes away from our hege- 
mony over them... We 
hate to see women being 
consulted because we en- 
:joy being the Only- consul- 
tants and we want women 
only to obey." To Mr. 
Sbeihi, who joined the 
Islamic Action Front as a 
founding member before 
resigning in protest over 
its “undemocratic 
favouritism towards the 
Muslim Brotherhood 
Movement," one must 
raise his or her hat im- 
mediately. 


cannot help -in politics?: 
Fahd Al Bayaari, a main- 
stream Palestinian candi- 
date for the Second Dis- 
trict of Amman, published 
an ad yesterday asking the 
masses of Al Wihdat Club 
to vote, for • him. Mr. 
Bayaari is the president of 
this club, which has stood 
’as a symbol of Palestinian 
nationriism for the major- 
-ity of the Palestinian re- 
•fugees residing in Al 
Wihdat camp. But it is not 
actually all apolitical, be- 
cause Mr. Bayaari is a 
wellrknown Fateh suppor- 
ter and his Candida^ is 
seen by many politicians 
as a test of Fateh's influ- 
ence in the camp. And if it. 
means dipping into foot- 
ball memorabilia to sup- 
port the cause, he would 
not hesitate to do it. 
Would anybody? 


AND BEFORE anyone 
screams about "foreign in- 
tervention'' in local poli- 
tics, Fakhri Kafwar. one of 
the frontrunners for the 
Christian candidate in 
Amman's Hiird District,, 
has ail kinds of foreigners 


philosophising about 
Jordanian elections. In a 


Jordanian elections. In a 
letter publishecl as an ad in 
local papers by the Jorda- 
nian Philosophy Society. 
Mr. Kawar appears to 
have received the en- 
dorsement of people from 
Egypt, the United States. 
Iraq, Denmark, Holland 
' and Cainaiia: - Tfie letter 
fit>m th^^hie'ad of the Phi- 
losophy>vs.ociety. and 
address^ to Mr. Kawar, 
announces that the Prepa- 
ratory Qimmrttee for the 
International Union of 
Arab Writers and Think- 
ers "announces its support 
for you in your current 
parliamentary election 
campaign." Only philo- 
sophical intervention will 
not matter. 


WHOEVER SAID sports 


Nenneen Murad 


King, premier reaffirm vow 


{Contiiiaed frinn page 1) 


Polling centres, mostly gov- 
ernment schools, open their 
do<m at 7 a.m.^ They dose at 7 
p.nL, but distria govemois 
could use tbrir discretion to 
extend the deadline for a max- 
imum of two hours. 

Vote counting starts at sped- 
fle locations set aside in ea^ of 
the eight goveriiorat^ im- 
mediately thereafter.. First re- 
sults are expected after mid- 
night, and the minister of in- 
terior is expected to hold a 
press' conference Tuesday 
afternoon to formally 
announce the results. 

Joomalisd who poss^ spe- 
dal'cards i^ed Ity the Mii^ 
try of Information will have 
access to most of the polling 
and vote-countu^ oenties. 

Television and radio are ex- 
pected to provide a round-tbe- 
dodc update on the voting 
process and results. 

Jordan Television and radio 
will start transmission from 18 
radio- and 12 television centres 
in different parts of the King- 
dom as soon a the polling 
stations open and stay on the 


air until the .formal results are 
announced. Information 
Minister Ma'n Abu Nowar 
said. 

Dr. Abu Nowar was speak- 
ing during a visit to a press 
centre set up at the Royal 
Cultural Centre to offer ser- 
vices to the. international 
media covering the elections. 
In addition- to tfae-centre, in- 
formation will also be available 
at the Ministry of Information 
Press Office at the Inter- 
Continental Hotel, he said. 

.Oindidates wound -up their 
^iprigns Sunday, with last- 
Bunute appeals to the voters 
with huge ads in the newspap- 
ers and new banners and post- 
ers put up at key places and 
going around visiting voters in 
wbat one cynic describied as a 
‘Mown to earth approach” to 
foe electorate. 

Reliable estimates indicate 
that more than JD 40 million 
were ^nt by the candidates in 
their fren^ to win the lusarts 
and minds of the people 
through massive advertising, 
leaflets, posters, lavish cam- 
paign rallies and paying sup- 
port staff. . 


Club Restaurant 
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Time To Take A Rest.....Foilow Elections 
Results While You Dine In Style..... 
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Chance to bounce back 

IT HAS become obvious now, after tiiree days speeches by 
members ot tbe Lower House of Paiiianmt, Oat a' vote 
-confidence in tbe government of Dr. Abdul Salam MqaB iriB 
not be easy saiDi^. Some deinilies, irtio had hitherto been 
considered as natural allies (dflie govenunent, have made their 
support for it owtingent on Dr. MtlalTs rqi^ to them demands 
and condifions. Parihuneatary ooeHtiODS that were formed in 
. the short period between 'e le ctio pg and tbe convening of the 
House do not seem to be onaohnons hi their support or 
. oppositimi to die government. A great dieaytlieceftg^seems to 
. hinge on foe prime minister’s reply to deputies’ acettsathms, 
qnenles, and questions. With this in mind, file 

government sfiB has a hairasaaie to use Rs reply to the 
.critical speeches and fimnulate an altogether new poKqy 
' statement whiefa would better reassure depute and cHdt their 
' support ratbm* tiban qppodthm. Dr. Mqj^’s total rdianoe, so 
far, on the Speedi the Throne as hk opty propmnme for 
government and his long and bright record in the service of the 
country as tbe only basis for dedhig with tbe House, has been 
the main solirce oi criticism. But if he draws an atWBonal 
policy statement font can amipgr dqmties* fears aboot, at 
' least, his intention to pnrsne a more democratic metbod in 
dealing with them, he definitely be aUe to win more votes 
to his side. 

Tbe prime mfaiSgtwr' need not do much more to address the 
issne of the peace process and die connCxy’s coononric proeranH 
;me in order to convinoe tbe deputies of foe viabrnte of 8is 
govenomeot, bnt he needs to tad off acensations find his team 
is partisan and incohesent. 

Regarding foe peace process. Dr. MqjaB has nodung to fear 
&om tcOing al addressmg the real concerns foe parlia- 
mentarians have. Jordan is dobag no wim^ in handBng the 
negotiations irifo Israel foe way t|iey have been handled and 

■ tadded. Jordan has no wish to outdo Or outbid any Arab, nor 
to leave any of them bfoind in the seardi for a just, durable and 
comprehensive peace that retnms to Arabs and Fakstinians 
their fegitimate r^bts. Moreover, the Kii^idom’s commitment 
to and quest for peace has bean tbe baSmarit of smxes si ve 
Jordanian govmmieiits, and tbi? cannot be rolled back nndcr 
any drcmnstances. 

But, on the other hand. Dr. MiqaH needs to prove bqrond 
any shadow of doubt that his govemment Is not imd w9 not be 
partisan darni^ Us stay in oGSee. In a g ro wing democracy, Bfce 
ours, non-party govomnentsemuMtt afford to finnoareme party 
over anotte, nor certain groups or iaAridnak over ofoers. 

I Tbe prime minister needs to assure the dgunies that, to 
cooperation with foe House, Us g ora mneut wfl introduce 
ieg^tioB that would make seomd-tier gover nm ent oflirialB 
' non-pofitkalaiqioiatees. Appomtmenls id bclow-niipUcr levels 
foould be fair and based on merit rather than on po Mcal 
affiliations or geogrsphkri representarton. Lfcewise the prime 
nunista- would do wd to addnss dqpriies* fenrs ritont 
1 cu r rupU oo. iii ism i umgeiuf id and fovourithm. A serious pledge 
' to fight these Ms would greafly enhance the chances of his reply 
. to the House becoming diok widely accepted. 

llie prinm nnnistfx can sdae foe opportunity provided by file 
deputies’ critidsm of die Election Law by promiting to 
: introdDce to the House dorii^ its presod orfoinry sestei a 
new dection law that would be more democratic and repre- 

■ sentative and that rectifies afl the sbortcomings that were found 
, with the current law. He needs to pledge that the next etectkms, 
^ in acomdance with the new law, would be conducted mider foe 
: siqiervision of a body, trusted bf parties preferably the 
' jndicxaiy. 

On foe oontroversial issue of decentraUsation, the govern* 
' 'ment woidd probably want to heed the deputies* demands that 
oi governors being ^ven sock wide responsibffities, 
wfaOe stiH undo- tbe antbority of foe Ministry of Interior, they 
foonJd be elected by tbe petqrie, as is the case hi wdl-cstriilifoed 
' 'democracie s . 

For snre democrat, "»*«"«"£ the rule of foe people, cannot 
be tme when governors are accountable to ndaisters rafter 
than to petqile. 

To cowQtar foe deputies' criticism of foe increa s e in maiis- 
.ters’ salaries, ttie prime shorid sedc to i m prove foe 

' dqmties* woiking concUtions by providing tiiem with offices 
and support staff to enable them to carr y out their duties 
pr^ieily and effidefoiy. 

On top of all these, the prime minister and Ids team need to 
;articnlate a dear and credible commitment to democracy. For 
. , !nndta he convinces ^ andtace of deputies and Jordan ta s at 
'laige tiiat he b cwmnitted to tiie letter and spirit of democracy, 
be win not find foe support he seeks. Nor, for that matter, wil 
. any other government meet wUh snooess if it l^ores the real 
^ Iwbfaes of the pe<^ and its tnw n^resadatives. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A COLUMNIST in Al Dustour Tuesday expressed belief that 
■the currem debate in Parliament will have no influence on the 
government's pursuit of efforts on the peace process track. 
Taher Al Udwan said that the presence of Warren Christopher 
in Amman to talk about the peace process coinciding with the 
. parliamentary debate, gives a dear indication that the govem- 
mem will not heed calls by some deputies to abandon the 
peace process. The uriter e,xpressed the view that the deputies 
did not call for ending the negotiations outright because they 
would have to propoM other alternatives and other program- 
mes which do not exist at the moment. He said that the 
; . deputies now concern themselves with the extent to which tlic 
present government would go towards implementing reforms 
. programmes and whether the government would be successful 
in obtaining good results from its ongoing discussion with the 
*' Israelis, the Americans and the Palestinians at a future siaj^e 
T'le wHter. said that Parliament is currently preoccupied wTth 
:• the questions of poverty, unemployment ana economic issues 
that foreshadow other concerns. For this reason, concluded 
I; the writer, the present Parliament is not expected to put real 
S^obsiacles in the path of the government's endeavours to make 
;!j[he peace process reach a'just and durable settlement. 

>TAHD AL F. NEK. ailumnist in Al Ra'i, advocated a call by 

group of pan- Arab nationalists for unity that would group 
'Z Jordan, Syria and Iraq. He said that the call is designed to 
■jVave this unity to serve as a nucleus for a greater pan-Arab 
L'bnity. Nothing should stop such an idea fa^m being im- 
;*plemented. especially as the regimes in each and every capital 
Cof these countries would remain unchanged and no one ruler 
-’ would be asked to sacrifice his position or relinquish his 
:-Yesponsibililies for the sake of serving this mini-Arub unity. 

said the writer. He said that a iripurtiie confederation of these 
-r countries in what is culled the Fertile Crescent would have its 
I'bwn weight in the politics of the region and would holster the 
Arab cause and the Arab stand in the international arena. 
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Builders for peace — a i 
American initiative 


anew 


By Dr. James Zogby 


The'' tr^edy and brutality of 
the occupation amtinues to 
torment the Palestinians of the 
West Bank and Gaza. The 
promise of Sept. 1.^ has not yet 
borne fruit. Instead, the cycle 
of violence has accelerated 
with dozens killed and hun- 
dreds shot and wounded. The 
prisons are still filled and the 
economy of the occupied terri- 
tories is strangling. 

It is not the same old .story. 
Enemies of the isniel/PLO De- 
claration of Prindples exist on 
both sides and Palestinians 
have been victims not only of 
the Israeli occupation author- 
ities, but also of their own 
internal opposition. Simul- 
taneously. Israeli rigbt wing 
opponents of the accords'! 
especially the extremist settler 
movement, have declared u 
virtual rebellion against their 
^'emment and nave taken 
their rage out a|iainst the 
Palestinian population. 

Through these dark clohds. 
however, a few ravs bf light 
shine with the spirit of foe 
Sept. I.^ accords as leaders and 
members of both constituen- 
cies work together to sustain 
the momentum toward peace. 

Here in the United States. 
Arab American and American 
Jewish leaders have struggled 
through these difficult days to 
remain focused on building a 
new relationship. 

Interesting new realities 
have develo^d as u result of 
the accords. Sept. 1.^ repre- 
sented not s;o much a political 
nr policy breakthrough 
(although on several levels it 
did) us it did a psychulogicd 
breakthrough. It is true that 
many critical issues remain un- 
resolved. hut it also true that 
Arab American and American 
Jew'S ore meeting tosether and 
'the leadership of Both «im- 
munities have become invested 
not only in building solutions 
but in providing some level of 
mutual support for their shared 
peace process. 

Real differences remain. 
Neither side has given up its 
goals or principles, but the 
accords and the act of mutual 
reco^ition have created a new 
political reality which places 
both communities in uncharted 
waters: learning u new lan- 
guage. taking on new priori- 
ties. discovenng a new centre 
in the Middle &Lst policy de- 
bate and working together to 
build a firm foundation fur 
peace. 

1 am part of one such atop- 
erative effort that was formally 
launched by Vice President A*I 
Gore. It wa.s on Nov. 
that the vice president joined a 
prestigious gn>up of about SO 
Arab American and Jewish 
American business leaders to 
help form “Builders for peace: 
An American Private Sector 
Initiative to support Middle 
Fast Peace." 

The founding events in- 
cluded ;i .Monday night meet- 
ing and dinner with Mi. Gore, 
followed by a series of Tuesday 
briefings given to the group hy 
an impressive array of Clinton 
idministration olitciiiLs. 

“Builders fur peace" grew 
out of the request Irivm I*resi- 
dem C'liniiin and \'iee Presi* 
dent Gore that Arab Amer- 
icans Aiiicncan Jews and 
other ii MLcrned silizens ivrga- 
nisc private initiuiive "to 
stimuiiite ^hc economy of the 
West Bank and io bring 

the fruits of peace to the peo- 
ple of the region. 

Wiine-^lng'rhe positive en- 
Diuragement tor entvperaiion 
created hy the Sept. I.vth sign- 
ing ceremony both the presi- 
dent and the vice president 
decided to match the need fvi: 
economic development in t|>c 
West Bank and vvith .nc 

expressed desire of Unli 


American and American Jews 
to play a constructive role in 
the process. 

It was Vice President Gore 
who first contacted me and 
former California Congress- 
man Mel Levine and asked us 
to head up this initiative. He 
pledged his support and that of 
the administration, but urged 
us to undertake it as a private 
initiative. 

Recognising that the private 
sector can move quickly than 
the government, the goal of 
"Builders for peace" is to focus 
upon the development of the 
Palestinian private sector as 
the fastest way to create good 
jobs and opportunities and lay 
the groundwork for an up- 
graded infrastructure and a 
more dynamic economic en- 
vironment. 

As the founding document 
of the new initiative makes 
clear, as Palestinians become 
vested in developing their cctv 
nomy. Israel will dso experi- 
ence’ greater security and be- 
nefits of regicHiaJ stability and 
cooperation. 

, As conceived. "Builders for 
peace" will organise business 
leaders, espeddly those in the 
Arab American and American 
Jewish communities to prom- 
ote investment in the West 
6” k and Gaza. Recognising 
t* c the Israeli regulatory reg- 
iiue has stranglea the Palesti- 
nian economy, the organisa- 
tion will su|^n policies and 
practices to facilitate secure 
and profitable inve.stmeni in 
the private sector. The guiding 
rattonule is that succes.sful prtv 
jects will demonstrate the be- 
nefils of the peace accord to 
both Pale.stinians and Israelis. 


"Builder for peace." 

"Our top people are focused 
on this effort to make sure 
your project will be success- 
fix/.'* he said. *'/ believe very 
strongly in the important o'f 
this emrt and in its necessity." 

"Tbe roots of this initiatfvx*. 
it should always be remem- 
bered. was Sept. 13. When that 
handshake took place and also 
the meeting of the two com- 
munities who had never before 
been pulled together in the 
same room for a common pur- 
pose. this electrified the atmos- 
phere and made all of us feel 
[hut this opportunity could not 
be squandered or wasted. 1 
knew from that meeting that 
we had the chance to do some- 
thing very valuable in our 
world." 

Mr. Gore did not downplay 
the obstacles to implementing 
the accords signed Sept. 13 nor 
the importance of maintaining 
u commitment to the process. 

'That difficulties have ariiten 
on botfrsides'fs norsui^ri&ing.- 
That both sides have recom- 
mitted themselves to sur- 
mounting those difficulties and 
building on the progress of 
Sept. 13 is what we should 
focus on. The glass is half full, 
not half empty, and we are 
moving in the right direction, 
not the. wrong direction." 

Treasury Secretary Bentsen 
also articulated his supp^irt for 
the initiative as a vital pan of 
making peace a reality in the 
region. 

"1 think the success of this 
endeavour (the peace proces.s) 
hinges on having an economic 
structure that will build and 
surx'ive and create jobs to give 
siabilitv in that area.... I tBink 


think tbe success of this endeavour 
(tbe peace process) binges on having an 
economic structure that wiii buiid and 
survive and create jobs to ^ve stabiUty 
in that area.,. I think we^ve reached a 
critical ptnnt We^re seeing tbe parties in 
tbe Middle East choose cooperation over 
confrontation. Given tbe history of that 
r^on, I think that ranks with AeBerlin 
wall coming down and tbe end of tbe 
cold war.*^ 


"Builders for peace" asks 
Arab Americans and Amer- 
ican Jcw.s t(i lend their experi- 
ence and expenise in joint 
projects that will promote 
understanding, cooperation 
and economic development. 
Not only will this promote 
pro.tperitV and peace in the 
Middle East, this initiative will 
improve relations between 
these groups within the United 
Slates. 

Whut was significant ahom 
the founding events of "Buil- 
ders for peace" w;ln noi only 
the personal suppiirt given the 
project hy the vice president 
hut the e.xiensive purticiptition 
in the project shown hy other 
leading members of the admi- 
nisiradoa. 

Speakers at the events in- 
eluued Secretary the Treas- 
ury Lloyd Bcnisen. President 
of the Over'-cas Privaic Invcst- 
nieiil C‘oi|>oraiion lOPiC). 
Ruth Markin. Special Middle 
East Coordinator Dennis Rttss 
and top officials for the L^S. 
.Agency for International De- 
velopment. tbe Depiirlineni <>f 
Commerce, the U.S. Trade 
Development Agency and thc- 
U.S. Information Agency. 

Vice President .AfCiore re- 
flected the tone ol the two ilays 
at u reception where lie 
greclcd llic ‘Upj -uleis of 


we've reached a critical point. 
We're seeing the ptirtios in the 
Middle Ea.sr choose cuimera- 
tion over confrontation. Given 
the history of that region. 1 
think that ranks with the Berlin 
Wall coming down and the end 
of the cold war." 

Mr. Bentsen added: "When 
there is economic security, 
there can he political stii- 
bility." 

0*PIC Fresident Ruth Mar- 
kin outlined the plans of that 
agency to support private sec- 
tor projects in the territories, 
including a eommitnient to 
provide SKK) million in the 
form of loan.s. loon guarantees 
and political risk insurance to 
those American investors will- 
ing to develop projects in the 
tcrriuiries. 

OPIC assistance to the West 
Bank and Ouzu can be lever- 
aged to uenerate a quarter of u 
billion dollars in total private 
invcsimcni. SjX’cifically, OPIC 
plans to: 

— Provide OPIC loans and 
loan guarantees to help finance 
investment projects by U.S. 
firms in ihe West Bank and 
Gaza. This will include 
medium-and long-term project 
tinancing for U.S. investors. 

— • Provide OPIC political 
risk insurance lo U.S. firms 
investing in the West Bank and 


Gaza. 

— Conduct an investment 
mission to the West Bank and 
Gaza for firms intervsied in 
eva/uat/ng opportunities in in- 
dustry sectors, including infras- 
tructure development, food 
processing, business hotels, 
tourism and others. 

— Market new investment 
opportunities for U.S. com- 
panies operating in the region, 
in cooperation with private 
sector groups, including the 
Arab American business com- 
munity. 

Some Arab and Arab Amer- 
ican fiiends have wondered 
why I have decided to partici- 

[ late in the project. Ver^' simp- 
y, [ think this kind of initiative 
is vital to constructing a better, 
more peaceful and more demo- 
cratic atmosphere in the occu- 
pied territories. ’ 

1 think this initiative is suited 
for the Palesrinlan people for 
several reasons. 

First, the . Palestinian- .eco- 
nomy 1n fog.bccopied teritbi^ 
ies is already overwhelmihgiy 
propelled by ’the private sector 
with close to 85 per cent of the 
gross domestic product (GDP) 
generated by business now 
operating there. 

Second, the Palestinians are 
among the most educated peo- 
ple in the Middle East and 
therefore even small-scale in- 
vestment can generate great 
benefit if combined with u 
highlv trained, highly nioti- 
va'ied work force. 

Third, the Palestinians, like 
many in the Arab World, have 
a strong history of entrep- 
reneurial experience. 

Fourth, the economy there is 
underdeveloped because of the 
harsh conditions endured hy 
the people there. Palestinians’! 
have spoken with about this 
project are greatly encouraged 
by such efforts and believe 
they cun build u stronger, bet- 
ter 'society with » little creative 
help and c:ipitul. 

rinally. I think the iniiiiiiivu 
could usher in a new era in 
Arab American and Jewish 
Americ.in relations. Wc will, 
not agree on all issues, but 
perhaps the exclusion and cle- 
monisation that has loo often 
marked our relationship can be 
left in the po.st. That, at least.' 
is my hope and I think the 
Arab* American community 
will benefit in many ways if this* 
occurs. 

Ambassador Dennis Ro,ss. 
^‘cial coordinator for Middle 
East policy, was eloquent us he - 
shared his’ own perspective on 
"Builders for peace." 

“Whut is more important 
than anythine else is that a new 
reatiiy is in lucl created on the 

f round that everyone can see. . 
t is important for both sides. 
Palestinians have to see that 
not only does the Israeli wjih- 
Jruwnl begin, hut that their life, 
changes, that peace pay.s. that 
(here‘s is a fundumeniul differ- 
ence heciluse of this agree- 
ment. that they cun begm to 
look to the future with a verv 
different set of hopes an^ 
aspirations. 

"iTjelis. too. have to see 
that as they begin to withdraw. 
Israeli se'ciirny is not en- 
dangered. that they don't feel 
iwrson.iilv le.ss .secure because 
of this. 

"As implementation pro- 
ceeds. as rs-al things happen on 
the ground, then you wjji begin 
to see the peace conMituencies 
strengthened. That's the chal- 
lenge. If you begin to make :t 
difrercnce on the ground even 
in small-scale wtiyv thc.elicct 
on the ground is going to be 
disproporiioiijiie to the input. 
What we arc trying ti> do is 
change a psychology, what wc 
are' trying to do 7s create a 
sense of promise in place of ; 
despiiir.*' I 


LETTERS 

University education 
—after what? 

To the£ditor: 

Or. Majdoubeb’s article "Universitv education and future 
citizens — aspirations and fears” (Iordan Times, Oct. 10, 
1993) triggers some thoughts that 1 would like to share with 
your readers. 

The teaching process involves two major parries teachers 
and students, foe role of which is considerably determined by 


your readers. 

The teaching process involves two major parries teachers 
and students, foe role of which is considerably determined by 
foe designated stage of learning. Sometimes, differentiatiag 
between school and university raucation is a difficulty hardly 
overcome by most university students. By general agreement, 


school students are lacking the experience and maturity of 
intellea necessary to the choosing of foe methodology best fit 
for them. That is why the responsibility of their teeing lies 


heavily on the state academic advisers and on the public 
teachers, 

In some educational systems, foe role of school students, 
thou^ crucial, is intenselyr minimised and restricted to passive 
participation, embodied in foe systems emphasis on mere 
"memorising" and therefore obhterarion of every sign of 
genuine creativity. 

A large segment of our university students, when asked 
about their academic achievements, express their dissatisfac- 
tion in more than one way. Some of them, blinded by the heat 
of foe sentiment and their want for objectivity, attribute their 
inactivity iii class and. on campus to the stagnant economic 
situation of the country, hoping thus to justi^ their slothful- 
ness and indolence, lliis totally foou^tless attitude impairs 
the national educational standai^ profoundly and worsens foe 
economic situation. 

Every nation looks up to and expects a lot from its um'versity 
students who. in then- presumed active, responsible and 
tenadous manner, shape tneir nation’s individualistic features 
and its respectable trat^oos. It is time that ours assumed their 
positions. 

Professors seem not to have escaped foe vicious tongues of 
some of rheif studeuts who have repeatedly failed in bringing 
recognition to themselves as university students. Their ex- 
aggerated criticism of their professors legitimates for them 
their idleness. They are not more intelligent than that who 
fabricates a sto^ and ends up believing it. Most of their unjust 
and- insubstantial criticism exposes, shamefully, their mis- 
understanding of foe role of foeir professors in class. They 
foe umversity to be a wearied continuation for sdiools; 
they want to be qxibnfed and have their shoulders patted for 
memorising information. 

The inability of these students to realise foe role of their new 
teachers (their university professors) reflects the considerable 
gap in our educational system at its efifferent levels. Such a gap 
of disastrous consequences demands immediate bridging if 
forfoer ment^ and cultural deterioration is to be avoided. 

As for those students holding and advocating such imprac- 
ti(^‘and usually . misleading teliefr, they are advised to 
broaden their mmds 'and widen their horizons. They need try 
to adapt to their new academic environment with foe end of 
enriching their life and acadeoiic experience at university. 

Lutfi Hussein, 

P.O. Box 2446, 

- Yarmouk University, 

. . ItbitL.. . 


Early better than late 


To the Editor: 

I refer to Dr. Majdoubeh's article "University edudition and 
future citizens — aspirations and fears" (Jordan Times, Oct. 
10, 1993) and would like to share foe following with the 
refers of the Jordan Times: 

The subject of early education and upbrin^ng has always 
i been a primary issue in our society, but obviously no 
considerable ste^ have been taken for its improvement. Any 
Jordanian parent is well-aware of the importance of raising 
children properly although most fail to practise it in actum 
terms. Thus we need to concentrate more on methods that arm 
Our children better for foeir future. 

Our children, regrettabiy. suffer from adults' oppressive 
policies. A large number of individuals do not realise tnat they 
are the basic examples in the building of a child's character and 
mentaliy and therefore may aifect them badly. Children, 
espedaliy foe more sensitive ones, n-ill be ruined as a result of 
oppressive adult behaviour. They are not listened to and if 
they dare protest, they would have a "What a shame! You 
think you know better than us?" for a response. So, it is not 
astonishing to sec them grow up timorous and not knowing 
how to behave naturaiy. if they do not know how be 
themselves, bow can we expea to* succeed in feeding them 
with moralities and ideal theories? 

Few people are able to omo a "free" debate between 
themselves and foeir children. There are certain taboos in foe 
parent-child rdaixonship that need to be removed. The first 
steps should certainly be taken by adults, so as to encourage 
children to express ifaemselves. As soon as they be^n to feet 
safe about their parents' attitudes towards foeir actions, 
communication between them becomes easier. 

A child passes through two main phases of "growing up” 
and generally, foe family and foe school nejiect these two 
phases. The urst period is considered to be mainly between foe 
age of three and five. In these early years, a child opens his 
eyes to a world of objects around him. The second phase, and 
most dangerous, is between eleven and fifteen, or the 
beginning of adolescence. It is u veiy critical phase that needs 
extra attention and care. In these years, they open eyes .and 
minds to a deeper reality of life. It is a transitional phase and it 
is foe most decisive in determiuing the output we can expect of 
one's mentality in the years to come. 

If the fomily, in cooperation with the school, concentrates 
on children's upbrin^g. we should one day be able to boast 
of having more conscious and mature generations. We should 
be able to have them concerned u-ith every aspect of society 
and human life, especially nowadays when we see few students 
visiting the library for extra knowledge or something out of 
what. IS imposed on them by the curriculum. 

Professors in universities protest against their students no: 
getting ipvoK’ed. Why not bring them up in the first place in a 
way that makes it easier for them to get involved? Of'course, 
umversity or college students are of an age when they 
themselves should tiy to reform their personalities. What we 
want is to make it easier on children, in their future, to make a 
difference, and not just be another number in (he statistics. 
And childhood is where it begins. 

CHandia Rafick Huwari, 
Yarmouk University. 
P.O. Box 283, 

Irbid. 

The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions from its 
readers on any-subject they wish to tackle. Letters intended 
for publication, however, should contain the writer's HjII name 
ana preferably address as well. Names can be wi thhel d oalv 
upon request and under special circumstances. Letters are 
subject to editing. The acw^per is not responsible for. tbe 
return of unused manuscripts. 
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Kingreceives 
Mitsubishi president 

AMMAN (Petra) — His m<*nt fnAC\ 


AMMAN (Petra) - His 
Majesty King Hussein Tuesday 
received Japan’s Mitsubishi 
Qj^ration President Manoro 
Makthara and conferred on 
him Jordan’s Independence 
Medal of the First Order. 

Her Royal Highness Prin- 
rass Basma also received Mr. 
Makibara and reviewed with 
him scopes of cooperation be- 
twwn Jordan and Japan in the 
soaal field as well as Queen 
Alia Fund for Sodal Develop- 
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ment (OAF) projects carried 
out with Japanese support. 

Mr. Makihara arrived here 
Tuesday on a two-day visit to 
Jordan. 

Mitsubishi Corporation, a 
• Japan^ industrial giant, had 
participated with Jordan's 
phosphate and potash com- 
panies and other nnns to build, 
in Aqaba, a fertilizer - plant 
with an annual capacity of 
300,0(X) tonnes, to be all ex- 
ported to Japan. 


Mideast peace spurs hopes of economic rebirth 


i^M AN ( R) — A t one end of 
the scale there are dreams that 
peace will bring megaprnjects 
and an intergrated Middle £u.st 
market. 

At the other, there are fears 
of a continuation of the war- 
fare that has given the region 
•Tliird World economies with 
first world weapons. 

"TTiis region is verv much 
underdeveloped becau^ of the 
Palestinian-lsraeli conflict and 
everyone has wasted a lot of 
money on weapons." said a 
Western exj^rt in Jordan. *'l 
think there is a lot of poten> 
rial.” ^ 

There is no shortage of pos- 
sibilities if the plan by Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) to gra- 
dually end their conflict, start- 
ing with Israel’s withdrawal 
from parts of the occupied 
territories this month, leads to 
Middle East peace. 

Impractical though some 
ideas may prove, there is talk 
of turning Gaza into the 
Palestinian port, building 
Palestinian airports and dig- 


ging a canal to let Red Sea 
water replenish the Dead Sea. 

A Jordanian official re- 
rorted rumours an American 
firm was quietly looking at 
prospects of eventually 
reopening a pipeline that car- 
ried Iraqi oil across Jordan to 
Haifa until halted by the crea- 
tion of Israel 45 vears ago. 

“I think the future looks 
very good.’* said Mifleh Aqel. 
a senior manager with the 
powerful Arab Bank. "We will 
see more stability, less tension 
between .Arabs, less spending 
on arms. I think the region wiH 
witness at least a decade of 
growth.” 

If Palestinian self-rule in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
moves ahead, there should be 
a burst of building just to pro- 
vide the housing and infeas- 
tructure ignored "under Israeli 
rule. 

Riad Khoury. an Amman 
economist, predicted a boom 
in the West Bank by next 
spring — with benefits over- 
flowing to Jordan which hopes 
to do much of the work. 


Jordan, after decades facing 
a hostile Israel, now hopes to 
benefit from peace with Jewish 
and Palestinian neigh^urs — 
both as a middleman in region- 
al trade and in direct busines.s. 

At the top of the Red ^u. 
where both Israel and Jordan 
hold short stretches of coust- 
Hne, Israel could use the larger 
Jordanian port. In return. 
Jordanians would like access to 
an Israeli Mediterranean port. 

Tourism could be boosted by 
packages including the best of 
the region — scared sites of 
Jerusalem and the carved- 
stone splendour of Jordan's 
ancient of Petra. 

But. with Israelis and 
Palestinians still killing each 
other and no signed accords 
defining future economic ties 
in the area, nothing is guaran- 
teed. Governments and inves- 
tors are waiting. 

The Amman stockmarket. 
one of the region's most active 
until September, has appeared 
paralysed since the PLO- 
Israeli accord was signed. 

"Peace with Israel is prob- 


ably going to be good for 
every*one m the long run, but 
there will be a lot oT suflering 
in the short term, said Mr" 
Khoury. "We are talking about 
a new ballgame with new rules 
and understandable that is up- 
setting people.” 

Jordan fears being frozen 
out of an economic union 
grouping Israel and the West 
Bank, which produced nearly 
half of Jordan’s gross domestic 
product before Israel captured 
it in 19b7. 

Similar fears of an Israeli 
"economic superpower" — a 
description that draws smiles 
from Western economists — 
have been heard in Lebanon, 
which shatierd its middleman 
position by a protracted civil 
war. 

"A minority are seared.” 
said Bassam Saket. Jordan's 
trade'and indusm* minister un- 
til a cabinet reshuffle this 
month. "They think the 
Israelis are going to invade the 
Arab World an"d destroy our 
industry and agriculture." 

Trade talks will not be ea.sv 


^ each country has protected 
home produoers with high tar- 
rifs and other barriers such as 
import licences. Israel, which 
heavily subsidises some indus- 
tries. can add another twist to 
protectionism with Kosher re- 
ligioius requirements for food. 

Even if those problems are 
resolved, investors must have 
confidence the Middle East is 
putting behind it a tradition of 
war that has often been 
obscured by the focus on only 
the Arab-Israeli conflin. 

Reflecting that history, there 
is not just a lack of Arab- 
Israeli trade — Arab countries 
also trade little with each 
other. 

“A fair and comprehensive 
Arab-Israeli peace, while 
essential and historic in its con- 
sequences, is no panacea.” 
U.S. Assistant Secreiaiy of 
State Edward' Djerejian said 
on Nov. 30. "*rhe Middle East 
remains a dangerous neigh- 
bourhood. It would not banish 
the spectre of war or ter- 
rorism." 

An immediate "peace di- 


vidend" from a fall in the 
crippling military budgets 
seems unlikely. As Israel 
moved to implement its peace 
accord with tne Palestinians, it 
sought more U.S. long-range 
anack aircraft. 

For economic benefits of 
peace to spread bevond the 
most diretly affected Israel, 
the Palestinians and Jordan ~ 
a new spirit of cooperation will 
have to infect the whole Mid- 
dle East. 

"Under the pretext of the 
conflict with Israel, a lot of 
stupid things were imposed by 
leaders all over the Middle 
East." said Ibrahim Abu 
Ayash. a member of the PLO 
Central Council and an en- 
gineer who has already reg- 
istered a branch of his Jorda- 
nians company in the West 
Bank. 

“But we are talking about 
the 2Ist centurv. We're hoping 
that with an atmosphere m 
peace in the area, the pretext 
they have used for the past 40 
or 50 years u*j|l no longer be 
there." he said. 


French position on farm deal brightens GATT hopes 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — Hopes 
for » <5ATT global trade 
accord briehtened 'Tuesdav 
^lien • France said it was readv lo 
accfflt a compromise on prop- 
osed farm suosidy cuts which 
Paris had fiercely opposed. 

But U.S. and European 
Community (EC) negotiators 
remained snagged on at least 
two issues, subsidies for 
the audiovisual and aircraft in- 
dustries, despite 22 hours of 


talks that wound up Tuesday. 

The marathon discussions 
were aimed at clearing the way 
for a broader accord on sweep- 
ing- trade reforms under the 
•General Agreement on Tarifls 
and Trade (GATT) before a 
Dec. 15 deadline. 

LLS. Trade Representative 
Mickev Kantor told reporters 
tremendous progress" hud been 
made on agricultural subsidies, 
tariff reductions, public pro- 
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curement. and services apart 
from the audiovisual sector. 

The two sides had agreed 
Monday to modify their "year- 
old Blair House accord on 
farm subsidies to meet 
France's objections that it 
asked too. large a sacrifice of its 
farmers. 

France . first rejected the 
compromise as insufficient 
but French Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe told reporters at 


an EC council meeting here 
Tuesday that Paris was now- 
ready lb go along. 

Mr. Juppe said Monday's 
talks had "substantially mod- 
ified” the Blair House agree- 
ment cuttins the volume of 
subsidised European food ex- 
ports by 21 per cent over six 
years and made "decisive prog- 
ress" towards meeting Fren«i 
concerns. 

He said however that France 


was seeking guarantees the 
compromise was compatible 
with the ECs common agri- 
cultural policy and wanted 
added compensation for far- 
mers. 

The chief French diplomat 
also called for ihe 12-memher 
Community to adopt proptosals 
by its executive commission to 
boost EC defence mechanisms 
against dumping of its imports 
on its markets. 


. "In the final analysis, France 
w'ill give its approval (to a 
GATT deal) if the European 
Community accepts the com- 
mission's proposals,” 
Germany. Britain. Denmark 
and the Netherlands oppose 
imy effort that strengthen the 
Community's trade defences, 
but some diplomats have sug- 
gested the French could win 
out if ;i 116-nation GATT deal 
• was on the line. 
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LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates foi 
leading worid currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the X^ndon Foreign ^change and bullion markets Tuesday. 
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Transitional council takes office 
lo end S. Africa’s white rule 


;CAPE TOWN ( R) ^ A mulli- 
'^fhcial Transitional Executive 
•Council (TCC) took office in 
.South Africa Tuesday, ending 
;340 years of exclusive white 
•rule. 

Leaders of the anti-apar- 
!theid struggle for black libera- 
:tion were ecstatic as senior 
officials from 19 white and 
black groups took their posi* 
'tions in the old white presi- 
;dent's council chamber by 
•Table Bay. where the first 
European settlers landed in 
.1652. 

“Our entrance here means 
•we have disinfected this cham- 
'ber of old bad odours. This 
[means the people have taken 
over what is theirs,'* Cyril 
'Ramaphosa. secretary-general 
[of the African National Con- 
[gress (ANC) told reporters. 

Chief government nego- 
tiator Roelf Meyer, whose 
National Party invented apar- 
theid in 1948 to entrench white 
power, told the opening ses- 
.sion it was an historic day. 

“For the first time in the 
history of South Africa all the 
peoples of this country are 
together in a statutory body. 
Ttc tec is the final step in the 
process to bring about full 
democracy in South Ahica,*’ 
he said. 

' The council comprises repre- 
sentatives of the reformist gov- 
ernment of President F.W. De 
ICerk and a myriad of other 
groups which signed a demo- 
cratic interim constitution last 
month. 

It is charged with overseeing 
preparations for the April 27 
election in which the five-to- 
one black majority wilt vote for 
the rirst time. 

Although the white minority 
government will remain in 
office until the eletion, the 
'TCC will have a veto or ded- 
sion-making powers over a 
range of departments, includ- 
ing those dealing with finance, 
defence, law' and order and 


foreign affairs. 

Black hands will be on the 
reins of power for the first 
time. 

Mr. Ramaphosa and others 
pointed out real majority rule 
would not come until the elec- 
tion. but senior cabinet Minis- 
ter Dawie De Villiers told re- 
porters: “This is the end of 
minority rule.” 

The meeting was called to 
order at 10:40 a.m. (0824 
GMT) in a chamber once used 
by the President's Council, a 
body created to ensure that 
whites could never be over- 
ruled by a parliament ex- 
panded hi 1984 to inclnde inrftans 
and people of mixed race but 
no biaclu. 

Mr. Ramaphosa said in his 
opening speech the white gov- 
ernment must fully accept the 
days of minority rule had en- 
ded and must not be allowed to 
use the council purely as “a toy 
telephone*' advisory body. 

“All of us assembled here 
must... exercise our functions 
with determination and a ^at 
deal of courage," be said. 

President De Klerk has said 
the TEC is an adviso^ body 
concerned with levelling the 
pl^ng field for the election. 

He told reporters Monday; 
“The TEC is not going to take 
over the government 
tomorrow.’* 

Neither he nor ANC leader 
Nelson Mandela attended the 
ceremony.' Mr. De Klerk is due 
to leave Tuesday to collect the 
Nobel Peace Prize awarded 
jointly to him and Mr. Mande- 
la for their efforts. 

The ANC and others in^t 
the TEC must have real teeth, 
including ezerrising firm au- 
thority over actions of white- 
led security forces in black 
townships where almost 13,000 
people have been killed in fac- 
tional fighting during three 
years of apartheid rerorm. 

The government and the 


ANC have long differed on the 
actual powers to be exercised 
by the TEC. 

Each seeks to reassure its 
supporters that it had won ma- 
jor concessions for the transi- 
tion to democracy — the gov- 
ernment telling nervous whites 
it is still in command and the 
ANC assuring blacks that pow- 
er is at hand. 

In reality, the government 
already had shed much of its 
former draconian powers. For 
months it has had to defer to its 
black negotiating partners be- 
fore talnng important deci- 
sions. 

“We have done it. We have 
achieved the seemingly im- 
possible. Now for the miracle 
of a completely free and fair 
election," Communist Party 
chairman and former guerrilla 
chief Joe Slovo told the 
chamber. 

Mr. Slovo’s first wife Ruth.' 
First was assassinated in 
Mozambique by a parcel bomb 
from South Africa during the 
war between black and white 
forces. 

In the north of the coun^, 
about 30 armed white rightists 
occupied historic Fort Schans- 
kop outside Pretoria in what 
was described as asymboiic ges- 
ture against the TEC and the 
end to white rule. 

Black soldiers surrounded 
the fort, which is now a milit- 
ary museum. 

The TEC meeting was 
boycotted by the so-called 
Freedom Alliwce of conserva- 
tive whites and blacks, includ- 
ing the Zulu-based Inkatha 
Freedom Party of Chief Man- 
gosthu Butbelezi. 

They walked out of demo- 
cracy negotiations five months 
ago demanding stronger feder- 
afist powers for ethnic regions. 

IFF Indian member of par- 
liament Farouk Cassim said 
the alliance was “keen, even 
desparate" for a negotiated 
solution. 


“We set out at the beginning 
for a negotiated settlement and 
I can speak with authority 
when I say w*e want a negoti- 
ated settlement now and will 
t^e the offensive to achieve 
these goals," he told Reuters. 

Talks between the alliance, 
the government and the ANC 
on Monday failed to find a 
point of breakthrough. 

Alliance leaders have 
threatened civil war if South 
Africa fails to find an all inclu- 
sive settlement and goes to 
elections without major politic- 
al groupings. 

Meanwhile. British Over- 
seas Development Minister 
Baroness Lynda Chalker ar- 
rived in South Africa Tuesday 
for a three-day visit that will 
include meetings with Presi- 
dent De Klerk and other poli- 
tical leaders. 

A British embassy official 
said Baroness Chalker would 
meet Mr. De Klerk later Tues- 
day before handing over a che- 
que for 6.5 million rand (S1.95 
million) to the Rural Founda- 
tion for basic health care prog- 
rammes. 

Baroness Chalker will also 
meet with African National 
Congress and Inkatha Free- 
dom Party officials during her 
stay, the spokesman said 

In a separate development. 
African National Congress 
leader Nelson Mandela arrived 
Tuesday in Oslo where he will 
receive the Nobel Peace Prize 
with Mr. De Klerk Friday. 

Mr. Mandela, arriving from 
Johannesburg, was greeted at 
Oslo airport by a delegation 
headed by Frands Sejersted, 
chairman of the secretive five- 
member Norwegian Nobel 
Committee. 

Mr. Mandela and Mr. De 
Kierk won the prize, worth 6.7 
million Swedish crowns 
($810,000), for tiieir work to 
dismantle apartheid and buUd 
a non-radai democracy. 


Amnesty urges Pakistan to end rights abuses 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
Pakistan's new government 
must live up to its election 
promises to outlaw a range of 
human rights abuses. Amnesty 
IqtemationaJ said Tuesday. 

'“Torture, including rape, in 
the custody of police, para- 
military and armed forces is 
egdemic in Pakistan, often 
leading to death." the London- 
based human rights organisa- 
tion said in a new report. 

. "Extrajudicial executions 
by. or with the approval of the 
authorities, are rire. and some 
prisoners have ‘disappeared* in 
distody." it said. “Members of 
these forces have been allowed 
to torture and kill with im- 
punity.'* 

Pakistan's Law Minister 
Iqbal Haider blamed the 
deaths of inmates on the pre- 
vious government of Pnme 
Minister Nawaz Sharif. 

“But our government is 


firmly determined to uphold 
human rights. I don't recall any 
such incidents since we took 
over," Mr. Haider said in a 
telephone interview with the 
Associated Press. 

Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto formed a new govern- 
ment after winning national 
elections in October. 

Mr. Haider acknowledged 
that cover-ups among pouce 
and prison officials make it 
difficult to investigate abuses. 

“The investigating agencies 
do not keep anything on their 
records which might implicate 
them. This is our main prob- 
lem. We need cooperation 
from the families of the victims 
if we are to solve these cases," 
Mr. Haider said. 

Meanwhile, Pakistan's par- 
liament began an unpre- 
cedented debate Tuesday on 
the country's nuclear program- 


me, with the opposition accus- 
ing the government of manipu- 
lating a sell-out for foreign aid. 

“Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto is moving toward a 
roll-back of the programme to 
destroy it completely,** oppo^- 
tiOQ leader Nawaz Sbarif said, 
opening the debate in the 217- 
member National Assembly. 

The debate, billed by several 
independent figures including 
.former Pakistan Atomic Ener- 
gy Commission Chairman 
Munir Ahmad as a reckless 
exercise over a highly sensitive 
issue, led to a heated exchange 
of accusations. 

The government benches 
said the opposition Pakistan 
Muslim League (PML) was 
trying to exploit a vital national 
issue for political mileage, 
while the opposition 
threatened to launch a public 
agitation campaign if the prog- 
ramme was damaged. 


Ms. Bhutto, speaking to re- 
porters outside the house, dis- 
missed Mr. ShariPs allega- 
tions, ruling out a roll-back of 
the nuclear programme and 
reiterating Pakistan's commit- 
ment to regional non-prolifera- 
tion. 

“So long as there is a threat 
to our security, the country’s 
peaceful nuclear programme 
will continue," Ms. Bhutto 
said, in apparent reference to 
the nuclear capability of neigh- 
bouring India. 

She left it to Foreign Minis-* 
ter Assef Ahmad Ali to wind . 
up the debate later Tuesday. 

Ms. Bhutto, who leaves 
Wednesday for a tour of I^ 
and Turkey, said Pakistan had 
been isolated internationally 
during the two-and-a-half year 
rule of Mr. Sharif, who res- 
igned in July in the wake of a 
political crisis. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Ivory Coast president dies 

ABIDJAN (AFP) — Ivory Coast's President Felix 
Houphouet-Boigny died Tuesday at 6:35 a.m. (0635 GMT), 
Prime Minister Alassane Ouattara announced in a broadcast 
statement. Reliable sources eariier said Mr. Houphouet- 
Boigny, 88 . had died in his home town of Yamoussoukro 
following a long illness. The late president had a prostate 
operation in Paris in June. He returned to hospital in the 
French capital in October and then went to Geneva , before 
being flown home to Yamoussoukro on Nov. 19. The 
constitution provides for the speaker of the National Assem- 
bly, Henri Konan Bedie, to succeed the head of state and 
complete his tenn in office, which runs until September 1995. 
The legitimacy of this process, introduced by a constitutional 
refonn in 19^, has been challenged by the opposition, 
however, as well as by some leaders of the ruling Democratic 
Par^ (PDCI). The man known as the “father of the nation" 
died on the very day the West African country celebrated the 
33rd anniversary of the freedom he strove for, dedating 
unilateral independence from France in August i960. 

U.K., China hold Hong Kong talks 

LONDON (R) — Britain and China held talks on Hong Kong 
Tuesday for the first time since the colony’s governor dedded 
to press ahead with democratic reforms. ‘nOoint liaison 
group, set up to smooth Hong Kong's return to China in 1997, 


sion (MAC) of the United Nations Command (UNC) sta- 
tioned in South Korea, accepted the remains at a ceremony on 
Ae cold war frontier at this inter-Korean hamlet. Exactly a 
week ago, North Korea returned remains to the UNC, also 
through Panmunjom, which it said were those of 31 U.S. army 
and two air force personnel. After Tuesday’s handover. Col. 
Qiilton told reporters the UNC side was o^tiating the 
transfer of more remains. U.S. Army Chaplain Mchaid Pace, 


opened a three-day meeting in London at which discussions 
mil range from air service agreements to arrangements for 
British military bases to p^ to the Chinese arnw. **The 
atmosphere is cordial and buisnesslike," a British official said 
as five-man delegations from both sides got down to hard 
talkiiu at a time of tension between their countries. Sino* 
British relations, bedevilled by months of tough and now- 
dea^ocked constitutional talks in Beijiim, took another turn 
for the worse last Thursday when Hong t^g's governor Chris 
I^tten said he would send a refonn bill to the colony's 
legislature. British Foreign Secretaiy Douglas Hurd used 
uncharacteristically blunt language in parliament Monday 
vrtien he said Hong Kong raced a stark choice between 
democrat and corruption. “The underlying question is 
simple, will we braueath to Hong Kong an open and 
democratic system omring the electorate a genuine dioice?" 
he asked. “Or will we settle for a system based on small 
electorates open to manipulation and corruption.’* 

N. Korea returns more remains to U.S. 

PANMUNJOM, Korea (R) — North Korea Tuesday returned 
what it .raid were the remains of 31 American soldiers killed in 
the Korean War •— a gesture of recondliation amid mounting 
tensions over the North's nuclear ambitions. U.S. Colonel 
Forrest Chilton, secietaiy of the Military Armistice Commis- 


suffering of tiiose who died would not have been m vain." 
North Korean officers opened each coffin to show Col. 
Chilton the skeleton of toe servicemen and other remains, 
induding identity tags and other belongings. 

Actor Don Ameche dead at 85 

SCOTTSDALE, Arizona (AP) — Don Amedie, versatile 
leading man of 1930s and *40s films whose comeback in the 
1980s climaxed with an Oscar as supporting actor in Cocoon, 
has died, a fooeral home said. He was 85. Ameche died 
Monday, said Alona Jordan, operator for an answeiiira ser^ce 
for Messinger Mortua^ in Scottsdale. She quotea funeral 
borne owner Paul Messinger as saying Amedie died at 6 p.m. 
Alr^y a radio star, Ameche made a smooth transition to 
films, beginning with Sins Of Man in 1936. During 12 years at 
20th Century Fox, he appeared in muacals. comedies and 
biographical dramas, most notably The Story Of Alexander 
GrSam Bell. When his film career faded in 1948, Ameche 
busied himself on Broadway in Silk Stocldnp and Can Cm 
and later in touring musicab and dinner theatre. His second 


film career bemm in 1983 with Trading Places, starring Eddie 
Murphy and uan Akroyd. Two years later, he in 

Cocoon, in which he played one of a group of Florida retirees 
who db^er a fountain of youth created by extraterrestrials. 
Ameche married his difldbood sweetheart, Honore Prender- 
gast, in 1932, and they had four sons and two dau^ters . 

African leaders set up 'peace fund’ 

CAIRO (R) African leaders met in Cairo Ttiesday to lautuA a 


to discussii^ conflicts and severe outstanding problems in 
Somalia, Angola, Burundi and the current developments in 
South Africa," Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak said in his 
opening speech to the Organisation of African Unity (OAU) 
mini-summit. Mr. Mubar^, current bead of the OAU, c^ied 
on African states and international organisations to finance 
the estabb'shment of a “peace fiind" to settle African conflicts. 
“Allow me to ajipeal to all brother heads of African states and 
officials of African organisations to bo^ this fund and back 
its resources. I also appeal to the world and internation^ 
organisations to support this mechmism," Mr. Mubarak said. 



Hubble gets 'eyeglasses': nw shuttle 
astronauts tackled the ^ billion Hobble space 
tdescope's visicm problems Tuesday, instailmg the 
first of two boUgr scientific instruments that 
contain coin-sized mirrors deseed to act as 
eye^asses for the nearsighted observatm^. The 
upgraded wide fidd and planetary camera b the 
size of a baby grand piano, but Story Mu^rave 
and Jeff Hrtffrnan handled it as if it were a feather 
in the fiiird of at least five scheduled consecutive 
spattwalks in tte open cargo bay of Endeavour. 
Standby taO in the rear of the bay, the 43.5-foot- 
long (13-metre), telescope was set to receive Che 


gf fff nd instrument in a fourth outing dmt begiin 
late Tuesday and stretdics into We&esday. Tliis 
oveiiiaul is one ot four scbednied ova* the IS^year 
life of the telescope. It has induded fresh gyro- 
scopes and new power-generating solar arrays, 
whidi were installed on the first two spaoewdks. 
With tile troubl^free camera sw»p Tuesday, tiie 
crew of six men and a wmnan had completed 
evecythii^ NASA- officials said they would need to 
iMare the most amlutions U.S. in two 

decades a minimal success. 'The photo shows 
Astronauts Kathryn Tbomtoa (top) and Tom 
Akers repiadng a s<Aar array on the fibUrie ^laee 
telescope (AiT photo) 


Australia 
digs in 
heels on 
row with 
Malaysia 

CANBERRA (R) — Australia 
insisted Tuesday there was no- 
thing more it could do to settle 
a row with Malaysia which has 
raised threats of trade sanc- 
tions, saying it was now up to 
Kuala Lumpur to improve re- 
lations. 

Foreign Minister Gareth 
Evans defended Prime Minis- 
ter Paul Keating's refusal to 
apologise for cal&g his Malaj^- 
sian counterpart Mahathir 
Mohammad a “recalcitrant", 
for boycotting the first ■summit 
of the Asia Padfic Economic 
Cooperation (APEC) forum in 
Seattle last month. 

Mr. Evans said Mr. Keating 
had made every attempt to 
correct any perception of an 
insult but would go no ftirtiier. 

“I don't believe it’s fair to 
say that there was irresponsi- 
biuty or insensitivity on the 
part of the prime minister in 
the circumstances of the case,” 
Mr. Evans told parliament in 
response to an opposition 
question. 

“The subsequent course of 
events has demonstrated a 
clear willingness on the part of 
the prime minister to look for- 
ward rather than backwards a 
very clear willingness... to 
‘communicate the proposition 
that no offence was intended.” 

Mr. Keating had made it 
clear that if offence had been 
taken by Mr. Mahathir “then it 
is regretted," Mr. Evans said. 

“We can’t state it any more 
clearly tiian that. 

“We’re going to go on stat- 
ing it and restating it, and we 
hope that it will be possible for 
•this situation to resolve itself in 
the not too distant future," he 
said. 

Public opinion also appeared 
to support Mr. Keating^ ded- 
sion not to apologise to Mr. 
Mahathir. Editorials, talk-back 
radio callers and letters to the 
editor Tuesday generally sup- 
ported Mr. Keating's position, 
if not his slip of tiie tongue. 

“If Australia apolo^ses 
(Keating) loses face and he 
loses face in the eyes of tiie 
world,” said a .talk-back radio 
caller. 

An editorial in the Age 
newspaper in Melbourne said: 
“Mr. luting has now said 
enough on this matter — and 
done enough to placate Dr. 
Mahathir — and should now 
opt for silence." 

Mr. Malaysia’s cabinet is 
due to meet later this week to 
consider downgrading rela- 
tions with Australia. 

Malaysia has already banned 
the broadcast of Australian 
Television programmes and 
newspapers here said some 
Australian firms are feeling a 
chill in business dealings. 

“That is matter for very 
deep regret and we just hope 
very much that the situation 
be contained and ultimate- 
ly be resolved.” Mr. Evans 
said of the bans. 

He said Australian com- 
panies may well suffer further. 

“But that is the nature and 
hazards of business life, I 
guess, and one has to contem- 

E late the possibility that things 
ke that will occur when you 
are doing business with 
another country.” 


U.N. accuses Serbs 
of shelling Sarajevo 


SARAJEVO (R) — The Un- 
ited Nations accused Bosnian 
^rbs Tuesday of singling out 
populated areas of Sarajevo as 
the death toll in latest artillery 
attack on the besieged city rose 
to six. 

One person died in hospital 
overnicht after shells hit a 
makesfiift black market close 
to one of the city's main hospit- 
als Monday. A total of 29 
pe^le were wounded. 

The U.N. military spokes- 
man in Sarajevo. Colonel Bill 
Aikmun. said that while the 
number of shells to hit the 
Bosnian capital Monday was. 
at 93. relatively low. it was 
noticeable that populated 
areas rather than front lines 
u'ere attacked. 

"What is significant is where 
.it hit." Col. Aikmon told a 
news briefing. “The main 


rgettma 
areas of the aty. whereas in 
the past few weeks and months 
it has been mainly along the 
confrontation lines." 

Asked to comment on Serb 
denials that they had shelled 
Sarajevo Monday, Col. Aik- 
man said: “It boggles the 
mind." 

Bosnian Prime Minister 
Haris Silajdzic had already 
complained of what he calleci 
new Serb tactics in u letter to 
the United Nations Security 
Council. 

“By shelling and mortaring 
areas' where people are known 
to gather in large numbers, the 
Se^ do not" need to shell 
heavily — they can get a lot of 
people with just one shell." he 
said. 

Col. Aikman said the Mus- 
lim-ied Bosnian army 
appeared to have made some 
around in fighting along the 
front line that runs through 
part of central Sarajevo. 

“The (Bosnian) army is 
seeming to move forward some 


was the 


distance — not a large dis- 
tance. We are talking about a 
building or two." he said. 

There was also hou.se-io- 
house fighting in the western 
Sarajevo suburb of Dobrinja. 

In the northwestern Bosnian 
enclave of Bihuc. where separ- 
atist Muslim forces made signi- 
ficant advances over the 
weekend, Muslim forces loyal 
to the government in Sarajevo 
— the army's 5th Corps — 
appeared to have stopped the 
advance. 

“The 5th Corps seems to 
have reacted strongly to the 
advance of the Abdic forces." 
(2ol. Aikmari said. 

Muslim-on-Muslim fighting 
flared in Bihac two months ago 
when local leader Fikret 
Abdic. impatient with the Bos- 
nian gON-ernment's determina- 
tion to continue the war, de- 
clared autonomy from' 
Sarajevo. 

In central Bosnia, a key aid 
route, known by the United 
Nations as “Route Diamond.” 
was closed because of shelling 
around the town of Gornji 
Vakuf, U.N. sources said. 

• Some shells landed on the 
aid route itself. Route Di- 
amond is a lifeline for 1.5 
million civilians in central Bos- 
nia who depend on humanita- 
rian aid. 

British United Nations 
armoured vehicles in the Gorn- 
ji Vakuf area came under 
attack on four occasions Mon- 
day. a reminder of the risks 
fac^d by peacekeeping forces 
in centr^ Bosnia, where Mus- 
lims and Croats are locked in a 
bitter war. 

U.N. sources said the attack- 
ers used weapons that were not 
powerful enough to disable the 
British Warrior armoured 
vehicles, but instead appeared 
to be part of a deadly game of 
harassment by one or both of 
the waning factions. 


NATO prepares summit, 
military deals with East 


BRUSSELS (R) — N.ATO de- 
fence ministers meet Wednes- 
day to discuss new military' 
cooperation with their former 
foes and the threat posed by 
renegade states developing 
nuclear weupons. in prepara- 
tion for un alliance summit 
next month. 

Problems for NATO forces 
caused by shrinking defence 
budgets and the demands of 
new missions such us 
peacekeeping are also on the 
agenda for the two-duv meet- 
ing. diplomats said. 

But The main focus will he on 
“partnership for peace." a 
scheme to be launched at the 
NATO summit on Jan. 10 
which will offer Eastern Euriv 
peun nations and former Soviet 
republics much closer militarv 
links with the Wesi. 

Eustem European stares had 
hoped to join NATO rapidly 
hut Russia is slnuigly opposed 
to any expansion eastwards of 
the Ih-nation uiliance. s:iying 
such a move ui>uld isolate it" 

Instead of offering mem- 
bership or security guarantees 
to any country, ’“partnership 
for peace provides for joint 
military e.xercises. tniining and 
even joint missions between 
NATO and its old enemies in 
fields such as peacekeeping. 

NATO $ecretary-Genc"r!il 
Manfred Wi»ernor ’will meet 
Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin Thursday and officials said 
he would try to convince Mr. 


Yeltsin that the alliance poses 
no threat and that Moscow's 
fears are groundless. 

Mr. Yeltsin is in Brussels to 
sign a cooperation agreement 
with the European Community 
and Mr. Woerner will meet 
him in a chateau awav from the 
NATO meeting at alliance 
headquarters. 

The United States is ex- 
pected to push hard for NATO 
allies to forge a common policy 
and perhaps set up common 
defences against the threat of 
renegade states which might 
acquire nuclear or chemical 
weapons and the missiles, to 
deliver them. 

Problems with North Korea, 
which the Wes! t^Iieves is de- 
veloping nuclear arms, and 
with Ukraine, which has re- 
fund lo give up former Soviet 
[pibMles on its soil, have high- 
lighted this new post-cold war 
threat. 

w»nts the 
NAIO summit next month to- 
commit the alliance to de- 
veloping a policy of “counter- 
pniliferanon." taking a .more 
active role in trying to prevent 
the spread of weapiins of mass 
destruction. 

Only 14 of the lb N.ATO 
members attend meetings of 
defonce minister.s. France 
withdrew from the alliance's 
military structure in 1966. Ice- 
land has no armed forces but 
sends an observer. 


Clinton invi^ft 
Paul McCarthy 
to White Hc^ 

WASHINGTON («) ~ ftwi- 
dent Bill CUniOfl-MS invited 
foniwf Beadle McCaft- 
ney.'^d to be-hb' fftvoimte 
member 0 ^ the kgeAdauy quef- 
tet, fw a White House concert 


tiaiions have been going » 
since May, said Joe Deis wf Uw 
New Yotk public relation^ firm 
Dcra and Associate. ''1 
started talkii^ to the Cltf^n 
campaign Ixfore. ihe election, 
when & (a»«on) wax on 
MTV and swd tbat w 
Beatles were his (avountc 
KToup and Pnul was his 
ravourite Beatte," Dera said 
by t^phone. “There's no- 
thing set at this point... But I 
don^t doubt the president 
would love lo have Paul 
McCartney here. It would be a 
wonderful concert I’m sbtc,” 
said Neel Lattimore. spokes- 
man from Hillary Oinions 
office which handles ^al 
events. One of the biggest 
obstacles in getting McCai^y 
to perform for the president 
wps a series of scheduling o»- 
flicts. Dera said, indudina 
McCartnev’s !New World 
C^ier world tour which ends 
next week. “We were tnong to 
fit it into the schedule. Dera 
added. “Originallv we were 
going to it in May. ^t only 
date th^’ came back with that 
worked 'for them was when 
Paul was already out of the 
country and it would have cost 
him a ’million, dollars (in lost 
concert revenue) just to Mme. 
back to U.S." If McCartney 
does appear, it would be his 
first at the White House. 

Ma4 scientist 
wins patent 
for 3-D TV 

HOBART, Ausiralit (R) — 
An Australian sdentisc 
dared insane after kiUhtg his 
wife and flushing parts of her 
body down a toilet has won a 
patent for a way to see cokmr 
television in three dunenskros. 
Rory Thompson, 57. h<H>ed to. 
find a manufacturer for the 
device he invented in t)K : 
Hobart's Risdon Prism Ko^ 
(»tal cell to which he had been 
confined since 1984, the An- . 
stralian Associated Press re- 
ported Tuesd^. TbMDpsoa's. 
publisher said Tuesday an Au- 
stralian patent had been 

E ted to the former CSffiO 
nmonwealth 5dentific'4id . 
strial Research Oraan^ . 
tion) scientist on Nov. 18 
worldwide jpatents were 
ing. Unlike previous 3-D 
methods, Thonopson's does not 
involve expensive projection 
technology ~ merely a translu- 
cent polarising filter screen and 
pair of spedal glasses and 
can be used .on television and 
computer screens. Ihompson 
is awaiting a decision oo an 
appeal against continued im- 
prisonment. He was found not 
guilty of murder by reason of 
insamty after he admitted kill- 
ing his 37-yem‘-old estranged 
wife in 1983. 

$1.8in paintings 
stolen from 
London gallery 

LONDON (AFP) — Fifteen 
painting .worth £L 2 million 
($ 1.8 million), including works 
by Dutch old master Pieter 
Bruegel, have been stolen 
from a London an de^rs, 
police said Monday. The paint- 
ings were taken over the 
weekend from the fourth 
strongrocMn of the Noorhnan 
Gallery on Old Bond Street in 
the heart of London’s most 
expensive district, police said. 
The robbers are beliex-ed to 
have got into the gallery 
through a window before maJi- 
ing a metre-wide hole in tiw 
wml of the strongroom .where 
tiie paintinp were stored. ' 

Unique blue 

teddy bear 

fetches $74,250 

LONDON (AFP) — A unique 
fetched 

149.500 ($74,250) at auction — 

the second hi^iest price ever ' 
— .after a private -Canadian 
rollector “fell 'in love with it 
the moment he saw it.'.' Christ- 
ies Auction House said.' The ' 
^ar, by the German 
firm Steiff and called Elliot, 
was produced around 1908 us a 
sample for the -top London 
store Harrods, bnt ‘his unique 
colour did not attract ?hc 
store s buyer and he was never 
commercially manufactured, 
'^oloured bears were not 
thought to be as i^ihfiy w • 
brown bears, and we think this 
IS why no more Were madCi." ' 


affection." The t.Vlncb 
(Aj-centimetre) hi^ bear Kfi 
0901 button eyes, b stuffed-.: 
with fine wood shavings a^' 
has a “typical’’ tedd\' 
hump, liwassenthyananony-'. 
mous British vendor. f - \ 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Eddie The Eagle may be back 

STOCKHOLM (R) — Eddie "The Eagle” Edwards, Britain's 
niost successful loser at the 1988 Calgary winter games, has not 

E ven up hope of ski-jumping again at the 19S4 Olympics at 
illehammer, Norway. "I ^lieve III participate at the 
Olympics despite the fact that eveiyone is against me. I am 
after all England's best ski jumper,''^ he told tine Swedish Falu 
Kuriren newspaper Tuesday. Awards, currently in the 
Swedish ski resort of Falun to take part in a film, went 
bankrupt last year and was not picked for the British team at 
the 1992 Albertville games. Edwards performed a 15-metre 
jump at Falun but decided not to attempt the resort's 7Q*metre 

S after complaining of dizziness. 11)0 newspaper said 
irds had meanwhile set his sights on a different exploit — 
driving a car down ski slopes, and had already contacted 
Swedish manufacturers Volvo and Saab. “I guarantee that the 
ski jump will not be damaged." he said. 

Wright rescues Arsenal 

LONDON (R) — Ian Wright's shooting skills saved a point for 
Arsenal in a pulsating London derby against Tottenham at 
Highbury. But it was Tottenham, who nave now gone nine 
league games without a win, who were left wondering how 
they had not managed to go away with all three points. After 
Darren Anderton had given them a deserved 25th-minute 
lead, Ossie Ardiles's men missed three golden chances to put 
the match out of reach and it was only Wrist's sharpness in 
from of goal that masked another shaky defensive i»rfonn- 
ance by the Gunners. Arsenal goalkeeper David- Seaman set 
up the equaliser with a long kick in the 64tb minute. The ball 
was flicked on and the recalled Anders Limpar chipped he ball 


internal row after the Swiss reached the Davis Cup final last 
year. Oberer's candidacy was backed by top Swiss trio Marc 
Rosset — who is alreatfy coached by Oberer — Jakob Hlasek 
and Claudio Mezzzadn. 

Macedonia get green light to join FIFA 

ZURICH (R) — Macedonia, the former Yi^oslav republic, 
are expected to gain provisional members^ of FIFA next 
week after receiving initial dearance by ofndals of soccer's 
governir^ body Mond^. FIFA legal executive Michel Zen- 
Rufftnen said: “Macedonia will K recommended for pro- 
visional membeiship to the executive committee in Las Vegas 
next week. "I have just returned ftt>m Macedonia. I can 
confirm our file is complete.” Formal ratification is expected 
by FIFA’s congress in Chicago next June. Mr. Zen-Ruffinen 
said the team would be known as "Macedonia, the former 
Republic of Yugoslavia.” in line with United Nations rulings. 
Macedonia are expected to be joined by former Soviet 
republics Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgystan, Tajikistan and 
Turkmenistan , all of which were recommended for mem- 
bership by a FIFA delegation in November. 

Canadian gets gold after all 

LAUSANNE, Suitzerland (AFP) — Canadian synchronised 
swimmer Sylvie Frechette was avrarded the Barcelona Olym- 
pics gold medal here Monday — over a year late — after 
organisers admitted she was cheated by a computer error. 
Frechette was beaten into silver in the solo event by American 
bisten Babb-Sprague in the 1992 games but the Imemational 
Olympic Committee (IOC) reversed the decision after an 
aDpeal by the International Swimming Federation (FINA). A 


into the middle where Wr^t found a precious yard of space 
to volley Thorstvedt for h is ISth goal of the season and 
his 7Sth in 106 appearances for Arsenal. Arsenal have 


registered only three wins in their last 10 league games and 
their challenge to cham/nons and league leaders Manchester 
United is floundering on a home record which shows just five 
goals in their last six matches. 

Ajax go back to the top 

THE HAGUE (AFP) — Ajax went back to the top of die 
Dutch League here Monday after thrashing Heerenveen 4-1. 
The away win took them to 28 points, equd with Feyenoord, 
but Ajax have a huge advantage on goal difference, having 
scored 44 goals and conceded just eight in IS league matches. 
Finn Jari Otmanen opened the scoring in the 20th minute and 
fellow midfielder Clarence Seedorf made it two on the stroke 
of half rime after Pieter Keur had equalised in the 38th minute. 
Ajax’s win was sealed by second-half goals from international 
winger Marc Overmars and Ronald 'be Boer. 

China plays Olympic waiting game 

LAUSANNE, Switzerland (AFP) — Beijing continued to play 
a waiting game over whether to enter the race to stage the 2004 
Olympics here Monday. China's International Olympic Com- 
mittee (IOC) member Zhenliang He revealed that a final 
decision could depend on whether another Third World 
candidate made a bid. He said; “At the moment, we are still 
thinking about it, but we cannot announce anything until we 
know the other candidates. He added: “Beijing wU act in the 
interests of the Olympic Movement and that could mean 
supporting a bid from another Third World country.” Beijing 
lost out to Sydney in the race to stage the 2000 Olympics. 

Fiesta turns sour 

MONTEVIDEO (AFP.).sp^ Three people were wounded by 
gunfire when Penarol fit^.^^Iebrated their dub's Uruguayan 
championship, police said Monday. Police detained 37 
after<the parn got out of hand and shops were looted. Penarol 
made sure or the title by drawing 1-1 with Cerro in front of 
60,000 fans at their Estadio Centenario while their dosest 
rivals Defensor Sporting lost 2-0 at Danubio to finish two 
points behind. 

Oberer gets Swiss top job 

GENEVA, Switzerland (AFP) — Stepbane Oberer was 
named coach and captain of the Swiss tennis team here by the 
Swiss Tennis Association. Oberer replaces Frenchman 
Georges Deniau, who was sacked as coach following an 


authorities, who persuaded FINA to challenge the result. 
Babb-Sprague, however, will be allowed to keep her gold 
medal. The sUver will not awarded. 

Italy pole vaulter fails dope test 

ROME (R) — Italian pole vaulter Alberto Giacchetto was 
suspended after testing poritive for the steroid metandienone. 
'the Italian Athletics Federation (FIDAL) smd. FIDAL said in 
a statement that Giacchetto first tested positive for the steroid 
on Dec. 1 and another test Monday confirmed traces of the 
sub^ance. Giacchetto was suspended pending a hearing of 


FIDAL’s disciplinary commission and faces a four-year ban. 
Italian 1(X) metres hurdler Giannina Re also foces a smiliar ban 
after failing to turn up for a dope test called at short notice 
earlier this week. 

Maddock quits Manchester City 

MANCHESTER. England (AFP) — The battle for the 
control of Manchester City took a new twist here Tuesday as 


journalist, Maddock upset City fans by sacking manager Peter 
Reid only four weeks into the new campaign, to be replaced by 


Brian Horton. Swales, who bore the brunt of the supporters' 
anger for the club's failings, remains on the club lx)ard. A 
campaign has been launched for former England and City 
favourite Francis Lee, now a successful businessman, to take 
over the dub. 

Daughter cools Cox's anger 

MIAMI, Florida (AFIH ~ A daughter's tears soothed the 
savage beast. Bryan Cox's nine-year-old daughter accom- 
plished something the toughest American football players 
oftidals dould not. She tamed the temper of die Miami 
linebacker. "Kids ask my daughter,” why is your dad always 
fitting? Why is he always arguing?'” Xjax said. "She was 
almost in tears Sunday talking to her. It's difficult to put that 
on your kid. X need to kera a cooler head." (}ox otfered a 
heckling fan SIO.OOO for a fight and threatened an offidal in 
the final moments of a 19-14 loss Sunday to the New York 
G/an&. This game after many other incidents this year, 
induding a S10,000 fine for making obscene gestures to fans in 
Bu^o. But Cox vowed Monday to calm his angry ways after 
speaking with his wife and young daughter. “I have been an 
embarrassment to myself and my family and my team and I 
understand that a little IHt better,” Cox said. "Those are the 
reasons I need' to sit back and take a look at this.” 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WnHOMARSNAMF 
aTANNAHHRSCH 
eiM ittan iMi Smttw, M. 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.1 — ^Bist-West vuInnaUe^ M 
Sooth you hold: 

*K1066 ^ 085 4J76482 
The hae proceeded: 

Nerdi Sonfh Weet 

3 * Dbl ? 

Whet eetkm do you teke? 

A.— It^ doDan to doxiata that the 
opponent! can make a slam m 
harts or danoads. so it is amply a 
mattar of what you can do to deter 
them fiombidd^it. A jnmp to five 
^Mdee if a red cepe that eureiy wiO 
spur them to a^ hai^ita. The 
choice lies between pen, in the 
hope they don't get there under 
th^ own Bteam, end four qmdes to 
Twoipo tiiMw think yoQ heve eome 
cards. We prefer the latter. 

Q4I— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you bold 

*K7662 78 098643 *72 

Partner opens the biddbig with one 
heert. What do yon teepwd? 

When partner opens trifit a 
minor suit, we strive to ke^ the 
MAHwg alive when we hold a five- 
card major. Hut is not necessaiy 
when partner hn opened in a ma- 
jor, espedaUy when we ere short ts 
that edit. Pass. 

^3— Neither vnlnereble, as South 
you hold: 

9Q95 7AX6 074 4Q10964 

The bidding has proceeded 
Nortb East South West 

1 7 Pan 2 * Pan 

2 0 Pan ? 

Whet do yoo bid now? 

At — You have excellent sqppott 
for paitser’fi first eoh, bat that 
doesn't mean that you should drive 
to game by juaqring to fiuce hearts. 
The ace a^ long of hearts have 
already been taken into account for 
your two-over-ona ao an 

you can do now is take a prrfineiiee 
to two hearts. 


Q.4— Neither vulnerable, as Sooth 
you bold: 

6AEJ68 7AKJ5 07 *E92 
The bidding hn procee de d: 

South Waat North Saat 
1 * Pan 2 NT Fan 
? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— Probability <4 elen » hi^— if 
a fit can be located. Othnwise, 
piw migiit be aB tbath in the 
cards. Tba first step should be a bid 
of thtM hearts. That iriD nneovar a 
foumid heart fit or t h ro e ca rd 
qwde support with pextnec. 

<L6 B oth volnetabls, as South 
you bold: 

*Q76 7AX8 0A5 *AQ984 
Tlw has proceeded; 

Sooth Wnt North Bast 

1 * Pan 1 * Pan 

2NT Fna 39 Pan 
7 

What Bcfion do you take? 

A.:— -Partner^ bid is not an st- 
tanqit to play in a partacore— itfo 
foiting aiM North could bava quite 
a good band for this aaquenca. ta 
mxppottoltfMdMytueauldbai^b 
have a better bw— three good 
trumps, prime cards and a ruffing 
value. Show that with an advance 
cue4rid of four diamonda. 

Q.6 — Both vuhwiabla, u South 
you hold: 

*64 7QJ7S 0Q854 *J92 

The Ud^ng hn proceeded: 

North Sart Sooth Weat 

1 * Pan 1 7 Pan 

2 * Pan f 

What actiea do yea take? 

A,— Fextnarb jump ehift is a nne 
force, ao you moat do someudng. 
However^ you don't want to encdur- 
agapertiiarinaivwayaadaimftr- 
eaoe to three clubs it much too 
forward-going. Siam on the brakes 
by biddfag two im trui^p. 


Russia’s national soccer 
coach rejects call to quit 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — The 
coadi of Russia's national soc- 
cer team accused his predeces- 
sor Monday of master minding 
a letter de manding his ouster 
and signed by 14 players. . 

“Most of the players signed 
the ietter, believine it mainly 
contained finandm demands 
and were unaware of t^ fact it 
also demanded the re^ce- 
ment of the coach,” Pavel 
Sadyria toid the A^odated 
Press. 

The letter was handed last 
week to Shamil Taipishchev, 
President Boris Yeltsm’s ad^ 
er on sports issues. 

The letter from the players, 
most of whom were playing for. 
European dubs, said they were 
dissatisfied with Sadyrin's 
tnuning methods and wouldn't 
play i^er his command. It 
demanded that be be replaced 
Anatoly Byshovets, the 
national team's fonner coach 
who was fired in 1992. 

Ta^ishchev has asked the 
Russian Football Federation to 
take measures to setde the 
conflict and not to let it harm 
the Rusrian team's World Cup 
dianos. 

^The most important thing is 
that our team snould demons- 
trate a worthy performance at 
the World Championship, and 
it's necessa^ to create a nor- 
maJ p^chologica} climate for 
that purpose,” Tarpishchev 
said. 

Sadyrin, 51, became the 
national team coach last year 


after Byshovets lost the job 
following Russia’s poor pa- 
fonnance in the Euro- 
pean Championship. 

Sadyrin blamed Byshovets 
for masterminding the letter. 

“This letter is reminiscent of 
our past, when people were 
writing letters to the Commun- 
ist Party's Central Committee 
and the pv^ leaders were 
maldng decisions for federa- 
tions sports teams,” Sadyr- 
in said. 

He said some players who 
signed the letter called him and 
had disavowed its contents, 
saying they didn’t know it 
tartttra him. 

‘Tt hurts me to feel that the 
players, who have assured me 
tb^ would be happy to for the 
national- team, signed such a 
letter, but I rea^ they have 
been just used,” Sadyrin said. 

“Sergei Kii^ov, wbo plays 
for Karlsruhe m Germany, cal- 
led my office saying he rigned a 
blank sheet of paper unaware 
of the letter’s exact content.” 

Kiryakov, who plays for 
Karlsruhe in Germany, ac- 
cused Sadyrin of critidsmg his 
players unfairiy and foiling to 
take responsil^ty when the 
team performed poorly. 

“In my opinion Sadyrin 
doesn’t thmk about the game, 
as such, at all. We spend our 
tzaining sesrions on some sort 
of nonsense, and p lanning for 
the match takes minutes, 
at most. What kind of tactics is 
that? 


Inter 
coach 
wary of 
Norwich 

MILAN, Italy (R) — Intema- 
zionale coach Os^do Bagnoli 
is not taking victory for 
granted when his team host 
Norwich City of Endaod in 
thw UEFA Cup third round, 
second leg mafrm Wednesday. 

Even diougji Inter take a 1-0 
lead into the game following 
Dennis Bergkamp's winner 
from the pe^ty qx)t in the 
first leg two weels ago, Bagno- 
li knoii^ just how du^row 
Norwidi can be away from 
home when their counter- 
attackmg game is at its most 
efiective. 

Bagnoli conceded 'Diesday: 
“The game is wide c^n and. 
our advantage doesnT leave 
me feeling aU that confident. 
I'm glad, nowever, that well 
have Angelo Orlando and 
Davide Fontolan bade in the 
team.” 

Bat Inter will be without 
injured midfielders, Dutchman 
Wm Took and Antonio Man- 
ioone, as well as striker ’Toto” 
SchiUad. 

However, BamoU can stfll 
field a strong with Fran- 
cesco Dell'Anno, Russian l^r 
Shalimov and Orlando and 
Fontolan in midfield, support- 
ing the attaddngpartnerwp of 
Uniguyan Ruben Sosa and 
Bmgksmip. 

Compared to Inter, wbo 
have bMn playing in Europe 
for 38 years, Norvadi are mere 
mprentices having made thier 
European debut this season. 

But they have already 
claimed the impressive scalp of 
Bayern Munich who they 
knocked out in the last roond 

— dinching the tie vrith a 
dedsive win away from home 
in the first leg. 

In contrast to their home 
form, uliidi has been patchy, 
Nonmeh have only lost twice 
away from home in 14 matdies 
this season. 

An indicatioa of their suc- 
cess away from home is their 
scoring record. 

— 24 on thdr travels. 

But manager Mike Walker 
has a huge battle on his hands 
to come away with a win from 
Interns impresrive San Suo Sta- 
dium. . 

Norwich were outplayed for 
long periods by Inter in the 
fifst leg and then* task has been 
made even harder b^use 
three key players — midfielder 
Ian Crook, sweeper Ian 
Culverbouse and captain Ian 
Butterwortfa — are all sus- 
pended. 

But John Poiston, another 
key defender, appeals to have 
recovered from an ankle injuiy 
and a heavy cold and should 
play. 


JORDAN BASKETBALL ROUNPUP 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — Eight participat- 
ing teams Wednesday cl^h in 
the second round of the first 
division basketball cham- 
pionship-the premier basket- 
bail competition of the country 
— which will conclude the 1993 
season after the Jordan Bas- 
ketball Federation lately de- 
rided to cancel the under-22 
tournament. 

AI Jazireh, who week se- 
cured third place after a hard- 
fought ^53 win over Al Jalil. 


second place as Al Orthodox! 
ha\'e a pc»tponed match. 

AI AhU, who have so far 
scored 127-35 and 100-18 wins 
over Al Ashrafieh and A! 
Wifaq, will have no difficulty 
overcoming current fifth- 
placed Al Watani. 

Al Ahli have scored their 
latest convincing wins throu^ 
their younger players as the 
experienced veterans have 
been given a rest mainly due to 
injury and exhaustion. 

In another match fourth- 
placed AI Jalil ^nll seek to 


wilfmeet former titlebolders* 
Al Orthodox! at the Sports 
Palace in Amman. 

Despite their 81-67 win over 
Al Watani earlier in the week, 
Al Jazireh had a hard time 
overcoming the usual third- 
placed Al Jalil. However the 
relief of securing third place 
behind the kingdom's top-two 
is sure to give them a big boost 
towards reiterating cheir top- 
three ranking ana scoring big 
wins in their upcoming match- 
es. However, they are now in 


score a big over newcom- 

ers A! AsS-r/iuh who have so 
far only AI Wifaq and 

latelv lost to Al atani- 

A( Husm'i)!. who this week 
lost 89-71 CJrthodoxi and 

84 - 58’ 10 Al iHli!. expected 
to casilv qfVftiome the other 
newcom’ere, AI Wifoq. in their 
match at Ai jfossan Sports City 
in Irbid. 

The ch^^nsbip is due to 
complete3*^!n Dec. 29 when 
the Al Ahliflud Al Orthodoxi 
clash for {](;« title in the much- 
awaited ganie- 


STANDING 


Team 

P 

W 

L 

SF 

SA 

Pts 

Ahli 

9 

9 



895 

386 

18 

Jazireh 

9 

7 

•f 

728 

363 

16 

Orthodoxi 

8 

7 

1 

764 

523 

15 

Jalil 

9 

5 

4 

724 

576 

14 

Watani 

9 

4 

5 

601 

660 

13 

Hussein 

9 


7 

631 

714 

11 

Ashrafieh 

9 

T 

8 

431 

863 

10 

Wifoq 

7 

— 

7 

299 

633 

7 


Galatasaray face big freeze in Moscow 


LONDON (R) — Turkish 
giantkillen Galatasaray will 
have to overcome si^zero 
temperatures when they tackle 
Spartak Moscow Wednesday if 
they are to maintain their 
Eu^aa Om dream. 

The Turkiw champions wbo 
knocked out Manchester Un- 
ited and held Barcelona to a 
draw in the first match of the 
Qiampions League, have 
already had a taste of the bitter 
Russian winter. 

Their fii^t from Istanbul 
was delayedfor three hours on 
Monday because of heavy 
snow in Moscow, but the Rus- 
sian champions jumnise their 
undersoil heating will ensure 
the pitch is not snowbound or 
frOZffl. 

. Weather conditions are like- 
ly to favour the home side, 
with Moscow in the grip of a 
particularly cold wTnter in 
whidi temperatures have reg- 
ulaily hover^ around minns 
15 Celsius. 

Galatasar^ are aiming for a 
point to maintain their hopes 
of a semifinal berth as one of 
the top two in Group A, bat 
Spartajc, determined to make 
tm for lheir.4-l hiimifiation in 
Kfonaco in their opemng pme. 


have been on an ei^t-day 
training camp in Croatia. 

“We hope that defeat will 
spur them to restore their 
reputation,” Spartak team 
manager Nikolai Starostin told 
Reuters. . “We can shake oft 
that loss with a good result 
against Galatasaray and the 
players know that.'* 

Starostin said trainer Oleg 
Romantsev had a squad of 18 
fit players to choose from, but 


for rent 

Furnished apartment: two bedrooms, kitchen, guest room, 
living room, bathroom, balcony, central heating, solar heater. 
T.V., tel. Location; TIa' A( All near Mecca Street. Opposite the 
Chinese Restaurant. 

Please contact Tel. 815239 


TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 

Female teacher is ready to give private ^ 
lessons in English and other subjects for 
the .1st, 2nd and 3rd grade. 

If Interested, please call: 

828585 


Al Dalai Establishment 

Offers the largest and widest a^ortment of perfumes 
and embroidery. 

There is no need to look for the best and most 
competitive prices in Jordan. 

Our address: Al Dalai Establishment, 
Forte Grand Hotel 



Tlie German Spealving Ladies 

CHRlgmSAS BAZAAR 

supported bf Q Lufthansa 

will be on Ftidaf lOth Dec. 1933 
bom 11:00 SLID, to 5:00 p.m. 
at the Amman Marriott Hoid. 
Entiv lee 1 JD. Cliildieu i'lee 


question marks buns over cen- 
tre-back Andrei ^atnitsky 
and playmaker Fyo^r Chere- 
nkov, who have just recovered 
from injury. 

Galatasaray's German train- 
er Rainer Hollmaiui said: “We 
must get at least one point if 
we want to qualify for the 
final.” 

Captain Tugay Kerimoglu 
said: ^‘Our aim is to return with 
two points. Bat one point will 
not be bad for us.” 

The Turks, who will be with- 
out su^nded Swiss interna- 
tional stiver Kubilay Ttirkyil- 
mag and injured German de- 
fender Falco Goetz, expect ab- 
out 4,000 supporters, induding 
Turkuh wonets in Russia. 

Sporting Lisbon coach Bob- 
by Robson also has concerns 
about winter conditions and 
has given his players spedal 
boots for playing on snow and 
ice to cope with freezing condi- 
tions in Austria against Salz- 
bc^ in Tuesday's UEFA Cup 
third round tie. 

It’s frindamental to play with 
these boots. We would be in a 
very serious position if we went 
there with nonnal ones,” the 
former En^and manager said. 

Monad), who travel to Bar- 


celona in the other Champions 
League Group A game, are 
sett^ their sights firmly on 
the European Cup after slip- 
'^g further out of the battle 
for the French Le^e. 

Defeat Friday left them' 
eight jxrints behind leaders 
Paris St. Germain and made' 
trainer Aisene Wenger more 
determined to chase European 


“Now that the title is out of 
reach, the players will give it- 
all they have on the European- 
Front,” he said. 

“We needed a tough sme- 
to get ready to face Baredona- 
and we bad it,” said Wenger, 
whose team lost to a last-mi- 
nute goal again^ Toulouse. 

“We believe in our diances- 
and our goal is to reach the 

s emifinals .” 

In the only Group B match 
Wednesday, hottom pair Wer- 
der Bremen and >^eriecht‘ 
clash in a game neither side can 
really afford to lose. 

Werder, 3-2 losers at FG' 
Porto in theii opening Cham-- 
pious* League game, have- 
been lifted by last weekend's' 
1-0 defeat of former German 
League, leaders Eintracht 
Frankfart. 


IT IS NOT THE 

HOURS YOU PUT IN! 

It is what you put in the hours! 
“We put a lot in our designs." 
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NEm IN BRIEF II Self-rulc or not, intifada far froni oyer 


Mideast steering group to meet in Tokyo 


TOKYO (AFP^ — A panel tasked mth coordinating five issues 
under negotianon in the ^ddle East peace process will meet in 
Tokyo, on Dec. IS and 16, the Japanese FoFei|n Ministry 
announced Tuesday. The meeting, the fourth of the mtemation- 
al steering ^up, will take place only two days after the 
Iffael-Palestmian autonomy accord is sraeduled to be intro- 
duced. The group, under the co-chairmanship of Russia and the 
United States, jgathers representatives from the European 
Communiw (EQ, Canada, Egypt, Israel, Japan, Jordan, the 
Palestine Liberation C^ganisabon (PLO), Saudi Arabia and 
Tunisia. 


Right-wing federation formed in iaraei 


^jvemment {ssinng guns to the Palesbman police force due to 
take over in the Ga^ Strip and Jericho once Israeli troops 
start mthdrawingon I^. 13, a founder said. HflJel Weiss said 
the association, Tikva, intended to set up 25 centres across 


start mthdrawina on Dec. 13, a founder said. HflJel Weiss said 


Israel to recmit volunteers for a private police force to be 
called Hashomer (the guardian), to protect some 115,000 
Israeli settlers in the occupied territories. The first of them will 


Israeli settlers m me occupied temtones. me nrst oi mem wui 
be set im in Tel Aviv, with the initial aim of finding 50 recruits. 
Army Reserve General Amatzia Hen will head a publicity 
drive, hfr. Weiss said. 


Second ship since war docks at Iraq 


NICOSIA (AP) — A Greek car^ riiqi loaded with rice 
docked at an Ir^i port Iliursday, the second vessel to do so 
since the Golf war, the Inra News Agency reported. The news 
ageoCT reported ttet die Kafo Priaimts docked in Umm Qasr 
port Tuesday morning and was immediately unloaded. The 
shipment did uot violate die U.N. emba^ imposed after 
Iraq’s Aug. 2, 1990, invasion of Kuwait, which bans all imports 


Iraq’s Aug. 2, 1990, invasion of Kuwait, wlu 


796 and turned away 430 through Nov. 
Navy records. On Nov. 26, the Cj 
unloaded sugar at Unmr Qasr after the 
passage thnragfa the gulf. 


riot-flagged Tephys 
J.S. Navy allowed it 


Libyan scientist claims nuclear fusion success 


TRIPOLI (AFP) — Libyan scientist A1 Hasbemi A1 Abyad 
has claimed here that he has discovered a revolutionaxy 
technique to generate energy by nudear fusion which could 
replace the current nudear fission method. Mr. Abyad, a 
university professor working with die Libyan Centre for 
Nud^ RKearcfa, said he had 'ibund a solution to the 
problem of prododng energy by nudear fusion from hydrogen 
isotopes. ** He said ms disooveiy would solve the proolem of 
how to build a reactor frielled deuterium, a component of 
heavy water readily avaflable in seawater. Since 1958, sden- 
tists across die world have been working on a method to 
generate energy by fusing two hydrogen isotopes, deuterium 
and t ri t ium , but so far eiqierimeiits have used more energy to 
adiieve the fiisicHi dian die fusion generates. The advantage of 
fosiom would be that it would not create the radioactive waste 
whi^ rKolts from nudear fission. 


7 Iranians killed in heavy snow storm 


TEHRAN (R) — Seven people stranded in snowbound 
mountain roa^ in northwest Iran have died of cold, a 
newspaper; leuoUe d Nfonday.- Hamshahri newspaper quoted 
unofficial in- Ardabil, 400 k^metres Dwthwest of Tehra, as 
saying road workers managed to rescue the rest of the 
passeneers of some 200 cats which were stuck in a severe snow 


Prominent Shi’ite cleric hospitalised 


NICOSIA (AP) — Grand Ayatollah Mohammad Reza Gol- 
paygani , one m ShTite blam's key spiritual leaders, was in 
crini^ condition at a Tehran fao^tal Tuesday after sufiering a 
heart failure, media reports said. Ayatollah Golpaygani was 
rushed to Tdiran Monday nig^ fi^ the Shi'ite reUaous 
centre in the holy dty of Qom, 130 kilometres soudi of the 
capit^, aocortfing to Iran's official news agen^ (IRNA). 
AyatoUah Golpaygani is one of a handful of Shi'ite derics of 
his generatioD to have achieved the venerated title of grand 
ayatollah. IRNA said he was one of the founders of the Qom 
toeolo^cal seminaries comptec 70 years alona^th the 
grand ayatoDah shdkh Abmlkarim Haen Yazdi. ^e Qom 
complex is the most mestigions theological seminary for the 
w>rld’s 200 millioa ^’ites. 


Dalai Lama to visit Israel 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The exiled s(wtual libetan leader will 
attend the 40th anniversaiy celebrations of Israel’s sodety for 
tte protection of nature at the Red Sea resort of Eilat beteen 
Maira 20-24, the organisers said Tuesday. The Dalai Lama 
will deliver a lecture on “ethics, ideology and enviromneatal 
organisations” at an international environment conference. 


Iranian embassy reopens in London 


LONDON (AFP) — Iran reopened its embassy in London 


Mondw — four years after Iranian reiiaous leaders conde- 
mned British author Salman Rushdie to death — but with no 


immediate signs that the two countries would exchange 


ambassadors, the Foreign Office said. Iran severed diplomatic 
relations with Britain in 1980 after London renised to 


relations with Britain in 1980 after London rehised to 
denounce kfr. Rushy's book “The Satanic Verses.” Re- 
do^ dijriomatic relations were restored 19 months later, in 
September 19%, but remain at diarge d’affaires level — one 
level below ambassadorial repiesentation. 


Swiss tighten controls on Kurdish groups 


BERN (AP) — Switzerland said Monday it will ti^ten 
controls on Kurdish ezoups suspected of stagins spectacular 


controls on Kurdish groups suspected of staging spectacular 
attacks in Europe to hi^Iigbt their drive for autonomy from 
Ttirkey. Swiss Justice Nunister Arnold Koller said the govern- 
ment did not ban the Kurdish Workers Party (PKK) because 
this could drive the group underground and hamper surveill- 
anoe. Germany last month harmed more than 30 groups 
suspected of to the PKK. 


Pollard clemency opposed by Clinton advisers 


NEW YORK (R) — Advisers to Prerident Bill Clinton have 
recommended that he reject a petition for clemency by 
convicted U.S. spy Jonathan Pollard, the New York Times 

I 


ofBaal quoted by me newspaper said Mr. Clmton may decide 
on the Pollard pardon by the end of the week, but other 
offidals told the newspaper it was unlikely the president would 
Horten Mr. Pollard's sentence despite lobbying by U.S. 


supporters and a personal plea by Imeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin. 



BADIA BOUTIQUE 


BIG SALE FROM 10%-40% 

EXTENSION OF RAINBOW STREET 
TEL: 657094 


By Barry Parker 
Ageace France Presse 

GAZA CITY, occupied Gaza 
Strip — Palestinians and 
Israelis are hoping Thursday's 
sixth anniversary of the intifa- 
da will be the last, leaving the 
uprising to bum out and auton- 
omy to rise from the asbes. 

However, there will be no 
celebrations, only a total strike 
throughout the occupied terri- 
tories to mark the day the 
revolt was bom here at Jabalia 
re^ee camp in December 

The fate of the intifada lies 


in the daruerous days before 
the end of the year as Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) seek to 
implement their autonomy 
agreement. 

“The sixth anniversary will 
be the last," Sarny Abu 
Samfaadana, direaor of the 
PLO's Gaza Office, boldly pre- 
dicted. 

“The autonomy agr^ment 
is a victory for tiie intifada. 

“It’s not the total victory 
that we are looking for but it's 
enough of a beginning towards 
our flim of establishing a state. 

“As a pet^le we have had to 
struggle to establish our rights 
and without the intifada there 
would be no agreement, or at 



Masked activists of the Islamic Resistance Move- demonstrati 

meet, Hamas, perform martial arts during a lAFP photo 

dana exoiained. “When there Palestinians killed S3 Jews 


demonstration hdd in Gaza City late Monday 
lAFP photo) 


least not for many years.” 
However, PLO Chairman 


Yasser Arafat has not called 
off the popular revolt. 

‘*Hie mmaf^ is against the 
occupation,” Mr. Abu Samfaa- 


dana explained. “W'hen there 
is no more occupation there 
will be no more intifada. There 
will be no reason to go on.” 

However, his optimism is 
loaded with a blunt warning. 
“If the occupation does not 
end we u^l go on with the 
intifada.” 

Going on would mean more 
death, mjury and destruction 
on both sides. 

For Israel, 1993, the so-cal- 
led year of peace, saw an 
alarming increase in the num- 
ber of victims. 


by this week compared with 22 
in 1982. which was already the 
most murderous intifada year 
for Israel. The total for six 
years has risen to 186 Israelis. 

Israeli bullets accounted for 
176 Palestinian lives, whidi 


live, rubber and plastic-cotued 
bullets bv Dec. 1. Most were 


pushed a six-vear toll compiled 
bv AFP to i.148. 


by AFP to 1.148. 

.More than 120 Palestinians 
fell on the Gaza Strip this year, 
the Gaza Centre for Rights and 
Law recorded. 

Another 4.756 Palestinians 
from Gaza were wounded by 


teenagers hit by live bullets. 

Rap Surani, 'a lawyer and 
director of the centre, weighs 
the evidence collated and fe^ 
he will be compiling the 
terrible statistics of the upris- 
ing at next year’s seventh 
anniversary. 

“One thmg has not changed 
since the agreement; The tys- 
tematic degradation of human 
rights by me Israelis. 

“Ilie killings, the injuries, 
the closures, the curfews, the 


ioterrogations, the house de^ 
molitions, the massive fflUitaiy. 
attacks..." * 

“People were Hvu^ under 
the tUusioo that thintf would 
improve, the iliusiQB nas now 
vanished.” 

That happened at the esd-ca 
November as the army stepped 
up a bunt for wanted Piu^- 
nians, arresting and killing 
tiiose had obeyed Mr. 
Arafat’s orders to bait armed 
operations. 

On the ground in Gaza at 
least the ^O sent activisis 
back out on the streets amid 
scenes of wideqnead unrest 
reminiscent of the eariy days of 
the upriang. 

The West Bank has re- 
mained largely qniet while in 
f yaTB <;lfwens WC T C WOUndcd 

and several killed before the 
army and the 1^0 made an 
unprecedentod de^. Troops 
pulled back and the confronta- 
tions died down. 

However, Haidar Abdul 
Shafi, bead of die Palestinian 
del cation to the bflateral Mid- 
dle peace talks, warned: 
“The intn^la is far fixim dead. 

“It ean CTupt at any time. 
The reasons why the intifada 
start^ still exist and it will go 
on for as long as there is a 
reason for it." 

For Mr. Surani, “Gaza wiD 
be the test case.” 

The intifada first flared, has 
bujMd most fiercely and will 
no doubt extinguished or 
rekindled in the Gaza 
Strip. 


U.N. to increase spending 


in occupied lands by 55 % 


Beedh says he is still 
committed to unity 


By P.V. Vhrekaiiand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — The United Na- 
tions plans to increase its 
allocations for the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip by 
55 per cent to S388 million 
dunim 1994 as immediate sup- 
port for Palestinian autonomy, 
according to a U.N. document. 

The document, entitled 
“Supporting the Transition: 
An Immediate Response of the 
U.N. to the Interim Period in 
the West Bank and Gaza 


Scientific and Cultural Orga- 
nisation (UNESCO), will coor- 
dinate their programmes di»e- 
ly with the three agencies. 

UNDP programmes focus 
on setting up and improvement 
of infra^ructure, raising local 
administrative skills and 
strengthening the economic 
base of the two million Palesti- 
nians living in the occupied 
territories. 


Strip.” envisages allocations of 
S250 million to support 


S250 million to support 
on^ing welfare and services 
projects for the West Bank and 
an additional S138 million for 
infrastructure development 
and expanded services. 

“Supporting the peace 
cess wUl reouire a rsmid im- 
provment oi the health and 


UNICEF projects cover 
community-level structures, 
with parci^ar focus on ”di$- 
advant^ed grou{» in areas 
such primary health cars, basic 
education, physiotherapy and 


for ongoing projects and 
S40.85 million tor new activi- 
ties: 

— Health: $57.4 million for 
ongoing projects and S6.2 mil- 
lion for new activities: 

•— Public management and 
training: $12.4 million for 
ongoing projects and S6.15 
miliioD for new activities; 

— Social services: $38.4 mil- 
lion for ongoing projects and 
$10 million for new prog- 
rammes; 


DUB.Al (Agencies) — Yemeni 
Vice President Ali Salem A1 
Beedh. locked in u political 
buttle with the country's presi- 
dent that ihreuten.s * to split 
Yemen again, says his part\' is 
committed to unity. 

The United Arab Emirates 
(U.AE) newspiiper At Khuleej 
on Tuesdav quoted Mr. Beedh 


as saying. 

“Yemen doesn't have a 
Mahdi or Aideed.” he said, 
referring to the warlords of 


Somalia's feuding factions. 

A southern YSP member 


saying his Yemen Socialist 
Purtv’ ( ySP) has not decided 


Agriculture and industry: 
L2 mfllion for ongoing pro- 


psychoiogiem trauma.” 
UNRwA is the main 


education services provided to 
PalestimaDS as well as a major 


uiitiative to create employment 
raise the average level of fami- 


ly inoomes,” said the 17-page 
documeot, made available to 
the Jordan limes by the Eco- 
nomic and Social Commission 
for Western Aria (ESCWA). 

According to ESCWA offi- 
cials, the programme, funds 
for iriiicb come fi^ the 
U.N. budget, was drawn up 
upon the recommendations 
and agencies now operating in 
the ooc^ied territories as well 
as projections drawn up by 
ESCWA based on research 
and field studies. 

The allocarious mean in- 
creased services of the three 
main U.N. orgamsations pre- 
sent in the occupied territories 
— the U.N. Development 
ProDamme (UNDP), the Un- 
ite<r Natio ns Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) and the United Na- 
tions Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) — under a coordi- 
nator appointed by the U.N. 
General Secretariat. 

Other U.N. agencies, such 
as the Food and Amculture 
Organisation (FAQ), the 
World Food Programme 
fWFP), the WorI<r Health 
Organisation (WHO), Habi- 
tat, die U.N. Environment 
Programme, the International 
Lalraur Organisation, and the 
United Nations Educational, 


UNRWA is the main age^ 
which offers health, education 
and social services to Palesti- 
nian refugees living in the 
occupied territories as well as 
Jordan, Syria and Lebanon. 

Ibe projects envisaged 
under the overall U.N. prog- 
ramme for the West Bank and 
Gaza and implemented by tbe 
various agencies of the v^rid 
body include upgrading of in- 
frastructure, water networks, 
environmental sanitation, 
loans for income-generating 
ventures, transport and com- 
munications, educational im- 
provements, schools, health 
centres, public management 


advisory services, rehabilita- 
tion, child development cen- 


tres, women's programmes, 
youth activities, and unproving 
agriculture and industiy. 

Present plans call for ^di- 
tional allocations of $53 million 
for the Gaza Strip and $52 
million for the West Bank in 
distinct separate projects and 
S33 million for projects com- 
mon for both territories. 

Accorefing to the U.N., the 
world body's pre-autonomv 
accord budget (S250 million) 
for the occupied territories 
accounted for about one thin) 
of all public expenditure in the 
West Bank and half in the 
Gaza Strip. 

An overview of the pro- 
jected allocation showed tiiat; 

— Economic and physical 
infrastructure: S47.6 million 
for ongoing projects and 
$56.44 million for new activi- 
ties: 

— Education: $72 milHon 


jects and $15.6 million for new 
activities: 

Emergency activites as part 
of oogorng projects are allo- 
cated $17 million and now new 
allocations have been made in 
this respect. 

In general, tbe U.N. prog- 
ramme fall in line with the over 
whelming ioternationaJ expert 
opinion mat tbe success of the 
autonomy agreement, and, by 
extension, £e eutire Middle 
East peace process binges 
largely on the use of funds to 
improve the living standards of 
tbe people under occupation. 

“Since the signing of the 
declaration of principles by 
Israel and tbe Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) on 
Sept. 13. 1993, all p^es have 
emphasised that during the 
first year of the inierim period 
it will be Wral that Palestinians 
in tbe West Bank and Gaza 
Strip have a sense of a new 
opportunity.” said the U.N. 
document. 

“An essential factor in this 
will be whether Palestinians 
see a demonstrable and rapid 
improvement in the quality of 
their lives...” 

The document conceded 
that “achieving this will be a 
formidable task (and) funds 
must be rapidly mobilised and 
disbursed in a productive man- 
ner within a very short period 
of time.” 

It sets as one of its goals tbe 
dircCT and indirect creation of 
150,000 or more job opportu- 
nities throueh direct employ- 
ment in U^. activities and 
stimulating local economic 
aixivity through local procure- 
ment, and increased consumer 
demands in 1994. 


on un alternative to the unified 
Yemen. 

“The party works on the 
basis of preventing separatism 
bur ur the same time it rejects 
unne.xation.” Mr. Beedh said. 

“When we went to Sanaa 
(after the merger in 1990) wc 
fell into the grfp of the Yemen 
Arab Reput^lic.” he said. 

Mr. Beedh was ruler of 
South Yemen when it mergecl 
with the North, led then by Ali 
Abdullah Saleh who Is now the 
unified cimntry's president. 
Their political standoff 
ihreaten.s to pull the countr>- 
apurt again. 

The rwn leaders have been 
trying to imn out differences 
since" July, when Mr. Beedh 
retired to the southern YSP 
stronghold in Aden, refusing 
to attend his duties and boycott 
ting his own swearing-in in the 
capital Sanaa. 

“I consider the so-culled 
.self-imposed e.xile is an 
aiiempi to keep away from 
direct confrontation!" the 
newspaper quoted Mr. Beedh 


was quoted last week os saying 
that nis party was ready for a 
^deration. Northern members 
of Mr. Saleh's General Peo- 
ple's Congress (GPC) say this 
is unacceptable. 

In his AI Khaleej Interview. 
Mr. Beedh also proposed that 
both he and President Saleh 
resign to end the political 
crisS. 

“Only one move is left for 
us. which is that 1 and Saleh 
quit instead of fighting and 
quurrellinc.*' he told Al 
i^aleej. 

“This is my la.si proposal and 
I am proposing it seriously. We 
have to quit and not allow us to 
reach a deadlock and destroy 
the nation.” the vice president 
warned. 

He has Issued a list of de- 
mands to resolve the crisis, 
including decentralising the 
government, measures to srab- 
Oise Yemen and withdrawal of 
army units from main cities. 

Mr. Saleh said be accepted 
the demands. 


But Mr. Beedh, in the first 
part of the interview' that was 
published on Tuesday, was 
sceptical. “He agreed in a wav 
which does not make us confi- 
deni that the agreement is 
true," he said. 


Israel expects Syria talks 


(CoDtinoed from page 1) 

Syria was also e.xptected to 
grant exist permits by the end 
of this year lo all Syrian Jews 
who want to leave — probably 
about son people out of u total 
Jewish population of l.2(M). 

State Department Spokes- 
man McCurry confirmed chat 
Washington had cleared the 
way for Syria, which is subject 
to U.S. sanctions as un alleged 
spiinsor of world "termrism." 
to receive three ageiqg Boeing 


727 passenger jeLs donated by 
Kuwait. 

Without lifting the sanc- 
tions. Washington permitted 
the transfer of the 2()-y*ear-oId 
U.S.-buiid planes because “the 
United States felt... the jets 
could not significantly enhance 
Syria's military or terrorism 
potential.” Mr. McCurry said. 

The planes, to help Syria's 
tourist industry, will jreplace 
older aircraft used by Syrian 
Arab Airlines, he safd. 


Moves under way for sununit 


(Cootinued fiDm 1) 


Self-rule talks remain stalled 


(Coatinned frxHii 1) 


postponing the Dec. 13 dead-' 
line for Israeli tiaons to with- 


hne for I^aeli troops to with- 
draw from Gaza Strip and 
Jeridio despite difficulties in 
negotiations on the plan. 

“For me it is a sacred date' 
because it had been agreed 
that the withdrawal is to start 

on the 13th of this month,'* 
Mr. Arafet told reporters on 
bis first-ever official visit to 
Germany. 

“I hoi^ it trill be an accurate 
and honest implementatioo... 
(otherwise) it would reflect 
negatively on the credibility of 
the pemx process.^’ 

Israeli Foreim Minister Shi- 
mon Feres said he would meet 
.Mr. Arafat in Spain on 
Thursday. 

The United Nations Educa- 
tional, Sdenlific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO) said 
Monday the two men would 
jointly address a news confer- 
ence m Granada, Spain, during 
a UNESCO^rganised meeting 
on Middle East peace. 

Mr. Peres, who secretly 


negotiated the peace deal with 
the PLO, ooofinned tbe meet- 
ing with Mr. Arafat to brae! 
Radio on Tuesday but would 
not elaborate on wbai he aad 
Mr. Arafat would discuss. 

Mr. Peres asked if he and 
Mr. Arafet would focus on the 
deadline, told tbe radio; “No. I 
don’t intend to conduct nego- 
tiations. 

“It is a meeting set in 
another connection altogether 
and I don't want to exploit it 
for any sort of mini-negotia- 
tion.” 

Asked what then they would 


Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher said that because 
of the latest violence in tbe 
West Bank it was a time for 
“redoubling our efforts to seek 
peace and security for all tbe 
people of Israel.” 

IVfr. Christopher and Prime 
Miwter Rabin met for about 
an hour and then hinted broad- 
ty that before he returns ro 
Washington he expects to 
Mnoimce plans to resume bi- 
aier^ negotiations between 
Israel and the Arab parties to 
the peace process . 


settlers while he does not 
seem to be able to do much 
about violence against 
Palestinians. 

The PLO leader was also 
expected to meet with Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres in Granada, where the 
two will be attending a Un- 
ited Nations Education^, 
Scientific and Cultural Orga- 
nisation (UNESCO) gather- 
ing for Israeli and P^estinian 
intellectuals. 


“A meeting between Mr. 
Arafat and Mr. Peres will 


Asxea wnai tnen tn^ would 
discuss, Mr. Peres said: “Out- 
side of negotimions there’s no- 
thing to talk about? We'U talk 
about the future. How we see 
things but not enter into the 
details of negotiations.** 
During the Granada sympo- 
sium from Dec. 8-10. Israeli 
and Palestinian intellectuals 
will seek to establish a “tran^- 
tion from a culture of war to a 
culture of peace,” UNESCO 
said. 

In occupied Jerusalem. U.S. 


Mr. Christopher said he was 
optimistic about setting in mo- 
tion “once again mc(±ani$m5 
that can work” towards peace 
in the region. 

The secretary of state also 
gave Mr. Rabin a letter from 
President Bill Ginton that re- 
peated assurances Mr. Clinton 
gav^ the prime minister during 
his mid-November visit to 
Washington. 

Those included a promise to 
provide Iserael with 50 F16A 
fighter planes over the next 
two years. 


help but an Israeli-Palesti- 
nian summit is crucial to sal- 
vage the (peace) procev*.” 
the otfidal said. 

The Israelis have suggested 
a ty^o to three weeks .delay 
citing Palestinian unpre- 
paredness and the vagueness 
of provbions of the accord. 

The Palestinian officials 
said that the delay could be 
inevitable if Israel insisted, 
“ll takes the two sides' 
approval to implement the 
accord,” ilte Tunis based offi- 
cial noted. 

Mr. Arafat has insisted on 
the Dec. 1.1 deadline partiv 
because he cannot afford to 
accept a postponement and 


partly to pressure Israel to 
address spme of the disputed 
points. 

Officials said that control 
over the cros.sing points re- 
mains a key issue. 

Egypt has said that it sup- 
ported Palestinian control 
over crossir^ points between 
Egypt and Gaza while there 
were Israeli statements in- 
dicatine readiness for joint 
controfover bridges between 
the West Bank and Jordan.- 

Mr. Christopher will .meet 
Mr. Arafat again in Tunis oif 
Friday but Palestinian offi- 
cials have strong doubts that 
the U.$. will exert any 
meaningful pressure on 
Israel. 

The PLO expects Israel to 
take some txeps on Dee, 13 
such as a be^ning of rede- 
ployment of Israeli forces in 
Gaza to Drove its commit- 


Gaza to prove its commit- 
ment to the accord. 


“Such a step will not be 
enough. After all there are 
fundamental differences over 
the issue of withdrawal from 
Gaza,” said the PLO official. 

While Israel insists on re- 
deployment of troops in Gaza 
the PLO wants a total Israeli 
withdrawal. 





Clinton suffering 
from sore took 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi^t 
dent Bill Ctiflton has had to / 
stop jogging lempcrarily '*^hik 
he recov'ers f^ a ptillM baek 
muscle- that hav been cauung - 
him some pain, he said. Mr, 
Clinton, an avk) jogger who - 
runs ftnir or five times a week, 
has been off the streets since 
Wednesday, when he 'pulled a 
musde. ”I just have to wait u 
while to run.” Mr. Ginton told 


reporters -during a stroll across 
Pennsylvania Avenue lo the 
White House fiiUowing a ne«i> 
conference at Blair House with 
Spanish Prime Minister Feline 
donzalez. “I'm fine, Aeiualfy, 
I’m feeling better than I 
thought 1 would; right now.” 
the {»esident. added. But later ., 
durii^ an Oval Office sessio^ 
with senior citizens, Mr. Qin- , 


ton sat with a pillow uipooning |n*p||| 
his lower back. Wliite House [ ^ ^ 


spokeswoffian Dee Dee Myers . 

said the president bad not Kcn i ,•« t{ 
a doctor and was taking non- '|)uJ 
preseriptibo pain relivers to ^ 
reduce the soreness. 


Churph denies 
blocking Charles 
as king 


LONDON (R) — The 
Archbishop of Canterbury 
George Car^ Tuesday dismis- 
sed as untrue a newnmer re- 
port which suttcstea 'DC was 
tr^ng to stop ranee Charles 
burning king because of an 
alleKd adiflterous affeir. Bri- 
tain? top-selling Sun tabloid j 
claimed in a front-page repea l 
that the Churdt of England 
was pressing Prince Chax1»'io 
renounce his succession to the 
throne in favour of his son 
Prince William. But a spokes- 
woman for Ar^. Carey said; 
“Any suggestion that the 
archbishop was seekirq; to in- 
fluence tM succession to tbe 
throne is pure fabrication." 
The Sun, one of Prince Cba^ 
Fes's fiercest eritics; said Arch. 
Carey believed the 45-year-old 
prince had made hnns^ unfit 
to be king by aJlegedty having a 
long-term affair ^b^married 
Woman-. ' Camilli^rker 
Bowles. As king^. Prince 
Charles would become head of 
the Church of .and 

defender of ihe Angucari faith, 
which preaches that marriage 
vows are sacred. “Senior cler- 




gy feel h mi^t be appropriate 
for Charles to renounce his 


for Charles to renounce his ^ 

inheritance early and devote 

his life to preparing Prince ^ ^ 

William. 11. for the task,” the 

Sun said. Princess Diana's sur- 

prise announcement last week iQ(lfCutf) 

that she was retreating from 

public life has intensified talki ' ^ ‘'* 

of a divorce from Princ**^>:'i> 

Charles. The couple separated :: 

a year ago. ' 


Diana christens 
plane 


LONDON (AP) — Princess . 

Diana's wish to be left alone 
hasn’t been granted bv the - . 

fairy godfathers of "Elect 
Street, not yei anyway.-As the ‘ 
.32-year-old princess ' ducked j, ‘ 
fizzing champagne Monday ar ' 

the christening of a Jumbo Jet. -, ^1^ ' 
British paper: bulged with "ex- ► I ' 
elusive*' stories and creative *.*•; • 
scenarios on the future of the 
royal family without Princess ',-V ^ 


Diana, the ‘tabloid' favouriiKVjlJ ‘‘ ■_ 

weapon in their circulario^i-.. • 


weapon in their circulario^ 
wars. On Fridity, Princess Di- 
ana announced that she was 
edging out of the limeiighr. 
forsaking much of her charity 
work and ceremonies -^.likc 
aircraft chrUtenines — lo 
spend more time with her sons. 
Princes Wnfiam, 11. and Hur^ 
ry. 9. who attend boarding 
school outside London. 


Actress wins $2m 
libel award frqip 
ZsaZsa 


H. 


LOS ANGELES (R) —A July 
awarded aetresN Eike Sommer 
$2 million in compensator - 
damimex in a Kbel iiuifagaili^ 

Z.sh 2stt Gabor: and Ifar 

band, who were accused o?-.' 
Mi^ng that Sommer was broke.' 

balding^and frequented, sleoty " 
bars. Richard - i\*sdl. Soffl'-' 
mer':, attornev', Miid.hkl cKent: 

declined to comment until ' 
jury hod finished its work, The : 


laa 

pund was scheduled fo incel.' 
Tuesday to decide puniti'**- 
damages. Ms. dimmer, 5^ 
claimed .she .suffered s^epfov i 
nights, headuchffit' qml naii!«oi 
after remarks repoiteifly made 
by Ms. -Gahnr^ -ahd 1^ hifr-’ 
band. Frederick Vim ' 

were published in' .Y Gertnas ^ 
magazine in 199H. ThfufagM'i 
the .Santa Munjca '-fil^'.irniUt 
Ms, Gubiir ik'nicd- sii^M- 
Sommer,. Her hieiba^ 
Anhalt, admitted makiSiavtiBi 
of the sraiemcnB. MsPoaNr*: 
is liable for 

award. Von AnhaU's stow »•<! 
$1.2 million. . . . , • 




